KINGDOM PRINCIPLES

PRAYER

Scripture:  Mark 1:14-15 & Col. 1:13
Today is the second Sunday in Advent.  Advent is the time that we prepare to celebrate and remember the first coming of Christ.  It is also a time where we take the necessary steps to prepare for the second coming of Christ.  Because you can rest assured, that as Jesus came to this earth the first time to pay the price for humanity’s sin, He is coming back to judge those who have rejected Him and to reward those who have faithfully served Him.  Typically when we begin the season of Advent we talk about John the Baptist, who was the fore-runner of Christ.  He was Jesus ‘advance team’ so to speak.  He was His PR person who went ahead trying to make sure that everything and everyone was ready for Jesus’ first arrival.
When John went before Jesus, He went preaching one message and one message only, “REPENT FOR THE KINGDOM OF GOD IS AT HAND.”  The question can be asked, what is this kingdom that John so adamantly talked about?  Matter of fact in our Scripture text in verse 14-15, we see that Jesus has picked up where John has left off.  Because He too says, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and believe the gospel.”  So again what is the kingdom of God and why is it so important that both John and Jesus preached about its coming.  All of you in here should know what a kingdom is.  A kingdom is the domain or territory of a king/queen and its inhabitants are subject to their rule and authority.  It is a place where the people have to swear total loyalty and obedience to the one who rules over them.  It is a place where rules and laws are established and the subjects are expected to embrace those rules and laws and follow them.  It is also a place where if the rules and laws are not followed, there will be punishment for civil disobedience.  This is what a kingdom with earthly rulers is about.  But what is John and Jesus talking about when they say the kingdom of God?
God is trying to let these people and us know that He too has a kingdom.  We normally think about His kingdom in heaven, but God is saying that by sending His Son Jesus He is also establishing a kingdom on earth.  A kingdom that will ultimately culminate in heaven.  Jesus is saying that with His coming to earth and dying for our sin that He is birthing into being a new nation of people.  A people that are to be called His own and a people who are expected to pledge total loyalty and devotion to Him.  And a people who will not have to follow a bunch of laws or rules and regulations, but who will be expected to live up to certain principles of God kingdom.  Notice again our Scripture text in Col. 1:13 “Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son.”  (comments – H.S.)  (Just as a side-note, do a study on how many times in Scripture God talks about the kingdom of God, the kingdom of heaven and the kingdom of Christ.  You’ll be amazed at how many times God talks about the kingdom, yet so few people know what it is all about.)

In God kingdom, in order for the blessings to flow, in order for peace to be manifested in your heart and mind, in order for you to be victorious over the sins of the flesh, you must follow these principles that God has ordained.  So that is what we are going to be talking about for a while – kingdom principles.  It amazes me and it breaks my heart (and God’s more so) that people want to say that they are saved, that they have been born-again and they are kingdom people, but they don’t want to live by kingdom principles.  You say ‘what are kingdom principles and how can I live by them if I don’t know what they are?’  Well, I’m going to tell you plainly what they are so that you will be without excuse!
The first kingdom principle can be found in Matt. 22:37-39  “Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all they heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.  This is the first and great commandment.  And the second is like unto it.  Thou shalt love they neighbor as thyself.”
The first kingdom principle that you MUST live by in the kingdom of God is to love the Lord with all your heart, soul and mind.  All of us have heard this verse so many times that I would dare to day that we take it for granted.  What does it mean to love the Lord like that?  To answer that I remember a question that God told me to ask several people this week.  And that question was ‘do you know what it means to trample the Grace of God underfoot?’  This is what so many people do, yet they loudly profess that they love the Lord!  Trampling the grace of God underfoot means to take the grace of God for granted.  It means to act as though you’ve earned or deserve the grace of God.  It means that God blesses you and then you act like the blessing is nothing – trampling the grace of God underfoot.  It means that God blesses you, He makes a way out of no way and you still grumble and complain.  Trampling the grace of God underfoot means that you don’t have a thankful spirit.  And you cannot profess to love the Lord with all your heart, mind, soul and strength without having a thankful spirit.
You say, “Pastor, that’s not me because I say thank you all the time.  Whenever someone does something for me I say thank you.  So that shows I have a thankful spirit!’  Well I need to share with you something God taught us at our thanksgiving day service.  Saying thank you does not necessarily denote a thankful spirit.  It just shows that you have good manners.  If you give a person something and they say ‘thank you’, yet the next moment or the next day they treat you with as much indifference or in the same disrespectful manner that they previously did - then that shows that they were not truly thankful.  They were just doing what they had been taught.  Have you ever had to make a child tell someone ‘thank-you’ and they didn’t want to do it.  They would mumble and grumble and say between clinched teeth ‘thank you’ and you would know and the other person would know that they didn’t mean it at all.
Being thankful means that a change has to take place.  Being thankful means that you are so grateful that it changes your attitude, your demeanor, the way that you live.  Loving the Lord means having a thankful spirit, a spirit that is willing to make being thankful a way of life and not merely words that come out of our mouths.  Loving the Lord means being thankful and not trampling the grace of God underfoot.

The next part of the kingdom principle:   is to love your neighbor as yourself.  In the kingdom of God love is not an option.  In this world we are taught to love those who treat as the way we want, to love those who look like us, to love those who can do something for us.  Let’s see what God says about that.  Turn to Proverbs 14:12  “There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death.”  We think it is right to treat people badly if they don’t do what we want or expect.  We think it right not to show them love, compassion and understanding.  But God says the end result will be death, whether it is death to a relationship, marriage, home, future for your children, etc.  God says we think not loving is a choice!   That seems right to us.  But God says the result will be death.
In God’s kingdom this is not to be the case – God’s says that in order for you to be a part of His kingdom you must love!!!  Unfortunately, most people, even those who go by the Name of Christ don’t know what love means.  Some of you in here this morning know what I Corinthians 13 says “love suffers long, love is kind, love is not easily provoked…”  But I want to show you another definition of love that I don’t think some of you are familiar with.  Turn to Eph. 5:33 (Amplified)   “However, let each man of you (without exception) love his wife as (being in a sense) his very own self; and let the wife see that she respects and reverences her husband (that she notices him, regards him, honors him, prefers him, venerates, and esteems him; and that she defers to him, praises him, and loves and admires him exceedingly).
Someone may be thinking that this is talking only to husbands and wives, but it is talking about love.  If you don’t know what love means this is the perfect description.  You say how do I know this is applies to love as a whole.  Remember God tells us to love our neighbor as ourselves.  Well isn’t this the same thing that God says when He tells the husband to love his wife as himself.  That shows you that this verse in Ephesians is not just for husband and wives but for all relations as well.  Doesn’t God tells us in John 15:12  “This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I have love you.?”
 Jesus loves us with Agape love, the highest level of love.  I found a definition the other day of Agape love that I believe would be most helpful.  Agape is self-giving, sacrificial, unconditional love.  The lover wants only the highest good for another.  (comments – H.S.)
The first and foremost kingdom principle that each of us must live by is love.  Turn to I John 3:18  “My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and in truth.”  God says stop talking about how much you love Him, stop talking about how much you love your neighbor, stop talking about how much you love your family and put those words into action!  Some people are so good at talking about love, but they fail miserably in living out their love!

The final verse that God would have you to look at today is Romans 13:8-10  “Owe no man anything, but to love one another:  for he that loveth another hath fulfilled the law.”  There is only one debt that God wants you to live in and that debt is to love.  You owe God love, you owe your neighbor and even your enemy’s love, and you owe your family love.  It is a debt that you owe!  Why?  I think of an old cliché that says – “I owed a debt that I could not pay, Jesus paid a debt that He did owe.”  The reason that we owe a debt to love is because Jesus paid our debt of sin by love.  (repeat). 
You say you’re a child of God, you are a King’s kid, you belong to the kingdom of God.  If that is true – these are kingdom principles that you must live by!  Kingdom principles that will allow the blessings to flow.  Kingdom principles that will give you peace within your heart and mind.  Kingdom principles that will give you victory over the sins of the flesh.  And that Kingdom principle is to love!!!
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