SIGNS OF HIS COMING

PRAYER

Scripture:  Matt. 24:3(b)-14

We are in such a beautiful and glorious time of the year.  A time where people’s hearts are turned towards giving and helping their fellow-man.  Children are waiting with ‘baited’ breath for the coming of Santa Claus and all the wonderful things that they have asked for as gifts.  This is a time of the year when our homes, neighbors and stores are ablaze with lights and decorations.  And we are hearing songs of cheer, songs proclaiming peace on earth goodwill towards all men.
For those of us who go by the Name of Christ, this is a particularly joyous time as we prepare to celebrate the first advent of our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ!  We are excited about celebrating our Savior’s birth – knowing that He came into this world to die in order to save us from our sin and to give us eternal life!  So, as I said, this is a particularly joyous as well as a particularly worshipful time and we prepare to thank our God for everything that He has done for us.
But in the midst of all this excitement – there is another time that we are excitedly looking forward to and that is the return of our Lord.  With all the hoop-la and preparation that goes into preparing for Christmas day by the world, a world in which a great number of them don’t even believe in Jesus, there is another occasion which is coming soon.  There is another occasion that is coming soon that many people in the world don’t know about, much less preparing for.  You won’t see any ads taken out in the newspaper or commercial on television concerning it.  Matter fact when it occurs, it will take everyone totally by surprise.  And that is the 2nd coming of Jesus Christ!
In the Christian arena we refer to His second coming as the ‘rapture of the Church!’  For those of you who don’t know – the word ‘rapture is a Latin word meaning ‘caught up.’    You say, Pastor, when will that be, because I have been hearing about Christ coming back all of my life and He hasn’t returned yet!  Now, I can’t give you a totally definitive answer to that because God tells us in His Word that ‘no one knows the day or the hour.’  But I can give you some definitive signs to look for and from them you will see that the world is ‘ripe’ for the Lord’s return.
The disciples in our text asked Jesus the same question.  Notice when the disciples asked Jesus this question – He gave them nine things to look for as signs of His coming.  Now, I cannot discuss each of these in depth but it is good for you to know what they are so that you can research them for yourself and you can see that the time of our Lord’s return is at hand.  The signs that Jesus told them of the last days are as follows:
1.  “Many shall come in my Name, saying:  ‘I am Christ.’”  The first sign is false messiahs.  They will be those who actually claim that they are the ‘Christ.’  Notice Scripture says that they will deceive many.  Remember Christ means the ‘Anointed One.’  The One who has been sent from God to redeem humankind and to be God’s spokes person in this earth realm.  There have been hundreds of those throughout history who have claimed to be the Messiah and have deceived many.  Even today – we have our false Messiah’s and they will continue to come until our Lord’s return.  ( Name some of them - check out history and see how many men have come claiming that they are the true messiah.)

2.  “Hear of wars and rumors of wars.’  The second sign of the end time is world violence.  And my, brothers and sisters in Christ – all of us know that this is coming true right before our very eyes.  The wars are not only on the battlefield – but the wars are in our streets, schools, etc.  This Scripture is saying that there will be so much violence that it will seems as though the whole world is coming apart.  But God tells us, as believers, not to be troubled because the end has not come yet.  And you need to know that these wars and violence are ‘signs’ of Christ’s coming BUT they are not orchestrated by God!  Wars and violence will be the outcome of the greed, passion and evil of humankind’s heart!!!
3.  “Famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places.”  The third sign of the last days is natural disasters and God divides them in three separate catastrophes.  Scripture speaks of a “great famine” throughout the world.  The world is gearing up for that right now – as fertile land and our seas are being destroyed by toxic waste and by the greed of those who rape our earth for its mineral deposits.
This famine is so great that I cannot describe it for you because of the young people in our midst.  But if you want to know how terrible this famine is going to be read Lam. 4:9-10.  But for now just turn to Rev. 6:5-6.  “And when he had opened the third seal, I heard the third beast say, Come and see.  And I beheld, and lo a black horse; and he that sat on him had a pair of balances in his hand.  And I heard a voice in the midst of the four beast say, A measure of wheat for a penny, (denarius – a whole day’s pay) and three measures of barley for a penny…”  (comments – H.S.)
Notice not only does Jesus say that there will be famines but He says there will be pestilences.  Pestilence means ‘plagues’ caused by diseases running rampart that medicine will have no cure for.  (comments – H.S. today we have cancer, Aids, and certain strands of T. B.)
Then Jesus says there will be ‘earthquakes’ in divers places.  Unbelievable death and destruction are caused by earthquakes.  If you watch the news you know that earthquakes are now increasing not only in frequency, but in intensity.
You say, ‘why would God allow such terrible things?’  My brothers and sisters in Christ you have got to know that these things are the result and will be the result of humankind’s greed, inhumanity to one another and the misuse of God’s earth and environment.  God doesn’t cause these things but He allows them in order to turn humankind’s heart to Him, for those who refuse to accept Him any other way!!!  All these things are signs of the Lord’s second coming.  They are signs of the sinfulness of humanity and the wrath of God being revealed.
But notice what Jesus says in verse eight…”All these are the BEGINNING of sorrows.”  Now this blows my mind that these things are just the beginning of things to come.  When I thought about that – my mind flipped to the days of Noah.  Look back at Matt. 24: 37-39  “As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man.  For in the days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up to the day Noah entered the ark; and they knew nothing about what would happen until the flood came and took them all away.  This is how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man.”
The days of Noah came be described as what is going on in the world today.  People are running around preparing for Christmas, drinking, eating, having Christmas parties, marrying and giving in marriage.  But remember in Noah’s day – while they were doing these things all of a sudden a ‘drop’ of rain fell.  It was the BEGINNING OF THE STORM.  The flood didn’t just ‘gush’ and cover the earth – it began with one raindrop and that one raindrop in the words of Jesus was the ‘beginning of sorrows.’
Now you have got to be able to let this register in your mind.  God is saying that all these terrible things that we just listed, the false messiahs, the violence in the world, famines, pestilence and earthquakes that these are just the BEGINNING of the storm.  They can be compared to just a few raindrops falling before the actual storm hits.  That is showing you that in comparison to what else is going to come – this is mild – this is just the beginning.
Now there may be some astute person here who is saying, ‘oh, well, that wouldn’t apply to me because I’m saved, I will be raptured out of the world.  I beg to differ with you on this point because if you notice what verse 9 says, we, as believers will still be here.
Vs. 9-12  “Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall kill you:  and ye shall be hated of all nations for my name’s sake.  And then shall many be offended, and shall betray one another, and shall hate one another.  And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many.  And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold.”  This is talking about believers, so if this is talking about believers – the rapture has not yet occurred yet in our text!  There will be many afflictions that believers will go through.  Remember God says that “many are the afflictions of the righteous, but the Lord delivers us from them all.”  And some of things that we will go through will be signs of the Lord’s return.
Scripture says that one of the signs will be that if you openly declare your faith in Jesus Christ you will be put to death.  My brothers and sisters in Christ this has been going on in some areas since the days of Christ – and still continues in some areas today.  (comments – H.S.)  Scripture says that we shall be hated of all nations for His Name sake.  Again, we see that this has already started.  Even in the United States, there are people who hate those who are Christians.  The Name of Christ is not permitted to be used in public arenas.   The world is even try to remove Christ is from Christmas!
Many false prophets shall come and they will deceive a lot of people.  And ultimately – because wickedness will abound, the love that some people say that they have for Christ, will grow cold.  When persecution arises – many people who say that they love the Lord, will turn their backs on Him.
Each of every one of the nine signs that Jesus said would occur are currently being manifested in the world today.  God is saying that as you see these things occurring in frequency and in intensity – you know that the coming of the Lord is at hand!  Also remember that all of these things began right after the Lord’s resurrection and continues on to this day.  So it has been continuing in frequency and intensity – therefore the return of the Lord is nigh!
But the one verse that shows me that the return of Christ is near is the ninth sign that Jesus says will come – vs. 14  “And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come.”   We are currently in the day of advanced technology.  The day of having satellites in outer space.  Satellites that can be used to transmit radio and television signals all over the world.  The time that we live in today is the only time in history that ALL of the world can be reached with the good news of Jesus Christ!  God is giving everyone the opportunity to hear the gospel and be saved.  Therefore, there will be no excuse!  Hallelujah!
Notice what Jesus says in vs. 13  “But he that endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.”   You say saved from what?  They will be saved from the wrath of God that is getting ready to inflict upon the world.  Between verses 14 & 15 is when the rapture of the church will occur.  (I’ll explain how I know that next week.)  The thing that we want to center on this morning is that when all of these things Jesus’ mentions in this text reaches their ‘zenith,’ He will return!
You want to know a little bit about that?  Look at Matt. 24:40-44  “Then shall two be in the field, the one shall be taken, and the other left.  Two women shall be grinding at the mill; the one shall be taken, and the other left.  Watch therefore:  for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come.  But now this that if the Goodman of the house had known in what watch the thief would come, he would have watched, and would not have suffered his house to be broken up.  Therefore be ye also ready:  for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of Man cometh!!!”  (comments – H.S.)
Do we have time for a little bit more?  Turn to I Thess. 4:13-18  “But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope.  For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep IN Jesus will God bring with him.  For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep.  For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God:  and the dead in Christ shall rise first:  Then we which are alive and remain shall be ‘caught up’ (raptured) together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air:  so shall we ever be with the Lord.  Wherefore comfort one another with these words.”  (explain - comments – H.S.)
The world is ripe for the return of Christ; it is ripe for the rapture of the church.  For this we say hallelujah and thank you Jesus!!!  We, as the church, are to be preparing for that day with the same excitement and anticipation that you are preparing for Christmas.  The way that we prepare for that day is to ‘set our house in order.’  We prepare by making Jesus Lord over our lives, as well as our Savior.  And we prepare by living in obedience to His Word.  MARANATHA, Come Lord Jesus, Come!!!
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