A MAN’S GOTTA DO

PRAYER
SCRIPTURE: Matt 1:18-25

This morning we are continuing in our series of sermons involving the events surrounding the birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus the Christ. In our first sermon in this series, we looked at the Scripture that said, “in the fullness of time God sent forth His Son, made of a woman and made under the law.” We looked at all that this meant and how God had a specific time for us to give “birth” to the answers to the many prayer that we have sent up to Him.
Next we looked at Zacharias and Elizabeth and how God promised them a child in their old age. We saw how Zacharias had doubted God’s promise and God struck him dumb for the entire nine month period that Elizabeth would carry this child. We applied this truth to our lives showing how we need to put a “seal” over our mouths and stop speaking doubt and unbelief to our circumstances. We saw how doubt and faith could not mix in the same way that oil and water will not mix.
Last week we looked at the events surrounding the Angel Gabriel’s telling Mary that even though she was a virgin that she would conceive and bear a Son and His Name would be called Jesus! We examined what it meant when the Angel said to her, “Hail, thou art highly favored, the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou among women.” We looked at the fact that we could praise God because the Angel said Mary was highly favored by God because of the child that she was to bear. Because we, as believers, are also highly favored by God because of His Son, Jesus. We saw that we could rejoice because Gabriel told Mary that the Lord was with her. Because we know that because of the birth of Jesus, the Lord is also with all of us.

We looked at how we could rejoice because God told Mary that she was blessed among women. Because we too are “blessed” in the midst of the people of this world because of our faith in Jesus the Christ. Last week we rejoiced over the fact that God did a miraculous birth through Elizabeth who was very old and through Mary who was very young. This showed us that no one can say that they are too old or too young to be used by God.
This morning we are going to look at a man by the name of Joseph. And although I don’t normally give you the titles of our sermons, this morning I will. The title to this sermon is “A Man’s Gotta Do, What A Man’s Gotta Do!” Thank you Jesus!

Before I can actually get to this message, I need to give you a little history. In those days, there were three steps involved in a Jewish marriage:

1) The engagement: the parents usually determined who a child was to marry, often at a very early age.

2) The betrothal: at a determined time the couple agreed or disagreed with the engagement. If they followed through, the betrothal was legally binding. If for whatever reason they chose to break the engagement during the betrothal period, a legal divorce was required. The betrothal lasted one year.

3) The marriage: the consummation of the couple took place. (Comments – HS) The betrothal period is the time frame that our story is in.

In our Scripture text in vs. 18 – it tells us the Mary was espoused/betrothed to Joseph. Before they came together, before the third step had a chance to take place; Joseph found out that she was pregnant. And he knew that the child was not his!!!

Now let me try to paint a picture for you so that perhaps you can better understand what is going on. We know from our previous sermon that when the Angel Ganriel told Mary that she was going to be impregnated by the Holy Spirit, that the first thing she did was go to visit her cousin Elizabeth. And Scripture also tells us that she stayed with her for three months. Now Scripture does not tell us that Mary went to Joseph to tell him where she was going. All it tells us is that after three long months she returns home and THEN she tells Joseph that she is pregnant!

But, not only that, she goes on to tell him this unbelievable story, that God has impregnated her through the Holy Spirit. Now to say the least, Joseph faced the “predicament” of his life. I want you to try and imagine the emotional struggle that is going on inside of him. He was perplexed, troubled, and disappointed. I imagine that his imagination ran wild. He felt deceived, experiencing jealousy and rage.

In his way of thinking, Mary had committed whoredom against him. He believed that she had committed the ultimate sin and had been unfaithful to him. Now in his anger and rage, he could have felt like he wanted to fix her not being faithful. He could have felt that now she deserved whatever she got. He could have decided to obey the law (because notice Scripture says that he was a “just man” so he knew the law) and report her to the authorities and she would be put to death.

But he had one problem, he still loved her. He still loved her deeply and could not bear to see her hurt. So what he decided to do was divorce her quietly and secretly. Remember the title to this sermon….”A Man’s Gotta Do, What a Man’s Gotta Do” After all, what else could he do? How else could he stand up under the humiliation and laughter of his “home” boys when they found out that she was already pregnant. And they KNEW Joseph, and they would know that the child was NOT his! So what else could he do, cause a man’s gotta do, what a man’s gotta do.
But notice what Scripture says, it says that while Joseph “thought on these things” an angel appeared to him in a dream. This means that this was no easy decision for Joseph, so Joseph did just what he should have done. And this is the first point for you to learn today out of this text, Joseph got alone with God to think and pray through the predicament that he found himself in. He probably wept like a child as he poured his heart out to his Heavenly Father.

This is what each of us needs to learn to do when we are facing life changing choices in our lives. This is what we need to learn to do when we are faced with the trials and tribulations of life. We need to get alone with God and tell Him exactly how we feel! We need to get alone with God, crying and pouring our hearts out to Him!
I imagine that Joseph was praying and crying so hard that his head started to pound and he laid down to try to ease the pain. And notice what happens, Scripture says that because of his seeking the will of God, because he was showing his dependence on God before making a decision, God spoke to him! And the same way that God spoke to Joseph, He will also speak to us when we seek His face.

The angel said, “Joseph, thou son of David, fear not take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost. And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins.” When Joseph heard the angel call him the “Son of David” bells went off in his head. All Jews know the prophecies that said the Messiah was to be of the line of David. Joseph knew them! So he knew what God was saying to him, when he told that the child Mary was carrying was of the Holy Ghost. He knew that God was calling him, a humble carpenter, to be the earthly father to the “Son of David, to be the Messiah.” Hallelujah!

Notice that Scripture says that Joseph woke from his sleep and did as God had commanded. Now there are several important points that God wants us to learn from this story that we can apply to our life. Again, remember the title of this sermon, “A man’s gotta do, what a man’s gotta do.” If you are a man, woman, or child and you want to be greatly used by God, learn from Joseph. You have already seen the first point which is, getting alone with God. So what are the next points?

The next points are:

· Don’t always be looking for the easy way out of the situation. You say, Pastor what do you mean? Turn to Matt 7:13-14  “Enter ye in at the strait gate; for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat. Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.” (Comments – HS)

· Don’t allow the opinions of your “homies” to keep you from doing what God has told you. Turn to I Peter :3-5  “For you have spent enough time in the past doing what unbelievers choose to do – living in debauchery, lust, drunkenness, orgies, carousing and detestable idolatry. They thing it strange that you do not plunge with them in the same flood of dissipation, and the head abuse on you. But they will have to give account to Him who is ready to judge the living and the dead.” (Comments – HS)

· Be willing to obey God despite the cost. Turn to Luke 9:23-25  “And he said unto them all, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross DAILY, and follow me. For whosoever will save his life shall lost it, but whosoever will lose his life for my sake, the same shall receive it. For what is a man advantage, if he gain the whole world, an lose himself, or be cast away?” (Comments – HS)

Joseph immediately did what God said. He didn’t procrastinate or make excuses. He didn’t put of till tomorrow what he was supposed to be doing today.

Again, the title to this sermon is “A man’s gotta do what a man’s gotta do.” We always think of saying that as a kind of excuse for doing anything and everything that we are big and bad enough to do. But God wants you to change your thinking about that today. Whenever you hear that saying again, paraphrase it in your mind because God is talking about a TRUE man. God is talking about a true man that is sold out to HIM! Because a true, Godly man will do what he has to do; to be the man that God has called him to be, EVEN if it involves SACRIFICE!

Because notice the last verse in our Scripture text in Matthew 1:25 “and knew her not till she had brought forth her first born son; and he called his name Jesus.” That means that Joseph sacrificed himself sexually for six additional months, even though he is married to Mary. (Comments – HS)

The question for each of us today is, “What are we willing to suffer, sacrifice, to give-up or take-on in order to be GREATLY used by God?” AMEN!
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