No Room in the Inn
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PRAYER

SCRIPTURE:  Luke 2:1-7, 11-14

Mary and Joseph have now taken that long trip from Nazareth to Bethlehem. If they had had a choice, they never would have made this trip because now Mary is in her ninth month of pregnancy and travel would be difficult. But Caesar Augustus had made a decree that everyone living under his domain would be taxed. Therefore, every person had to return to their city of birth. So because Bethlehem was the place of Joseph's birth they had to make that hard and arduous trip. They thought they had to travel there because Caesar had made this decree, but unbeknowing to them, Caesar's decree was being used by God to fulfill His prophecy that the Messiah would be born in Bethlehem.

Now, I want you to try and picture this scenario in your heart and mind. Picture Mary tired, worn, dusty, and dirty. I wonder what was going through her heart and mind as she was being jostled around over the rocks and potholes that lined the dirt road. I imagine that she was wondering when this trip would ever end. I imagine that she longed for a soft bed where she could just stretch out and rest. Finally, the city of Bethlehem loomed in the distance and she started to breathe a little bit easier.

I imagine her struggling to walk as they walk up to the Inn's door. As they get inside, she probably looks around at all the people who have come there, also looking for a room. As they make their way up to the Innkeeper, I imagine that now Mary is barely able to stand. Perhaps she finds a table and sits down as Joseph goes to talk to the Innkeeper. Then she sees something that starts her to worry, the Innkeeper is shaking his head, No. I imagine that Joseph gets a little animated, his arms flaying in the air as he points in her direction. But the Innkeeper just keeps shaking his head, No. Wearily Joseph returns to where Mary is sitting and says those immortal words, THERE'S NO ROOM IN THE INN!

Now the question can be asked, why did God allow this to happen? After all, it was His Son that Mary was carrying. Why didn't God prearrange a room for Mary? You know, just like we do when we go on a trip. We always call ahead to make reservations. So that accommodations will be readily available for us when we arrive. Why didn’t God do that? Why didn’t He at least have a bed available for Mary? The room wouldn’t have to be plush, but it seems that the He could have done was to have a bed for her SOMEWHERE! But instead, the answer was THERE'S NO ROOM IN THE INN! Again, I ask the question, why?

I believe that God allowed this to happen because it would be typical of the world's response to Jesus throughout the century. There would be no room for Him in their lives. Look at the world we live in today. There is room for everything and anything, you can believe in whatever you choose, but the moment you mention the Name of Jesus you are asked/commanded to be silent. We can stand up in any political arena and pray in the name of the sun, the moon, or the stars, but if you try to pray in the Name of Jesus, you are condemned and threatened with removal.

The Supreme Court has allowed pornography on the Internet, but has denied our children the right to pray in the Name of Jesus in schools. THERE'S NO ROOM IN THE INN! Our children can be given condoms in school, but they are not allowed to be given tract proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Abortions can be given "upon demand." Alternate sexual lifestyles can be taught, but the Name of Jesus cannot be mentioned! Why! Because THERE'S NO ROOM IN THE INN, and there is no room in some people's lives for Jesus!

A perfect example that I am trying to make can be found in the celebration of Christmas. The world wants to take Christ out of Christmas. I remember when I was a child some people would write Xmas instead of Christmas. Why? Because in the mind of the world, there is no room for Christ in Christmas. The world no longer wants you to say Merry Christmas, now they want you to say, Happy Holidays. Because this is suppose to be ALL inclusive of people of all faiths. And many people who go by the Name of Christ buy into this hype.

When we go into stores and the clerk says Happy Holiday, are you bold enough in return to say Merry Christmas or have a blessed Christmas? No! We go right along and say Happy Holidays, allowing them to take Christ out of Christmas. THERE'S NO ROOM IN THE INN! We buy cards at Christmas that say Seasons Greetings or Happy Holidays because we want to be all inclusive. But let me ask you a question. Do you honestly believe that when you see someone who is Jewish or Moslem or who celebrates Kwanza or whatever, do you honestly think that they believe that these Seasons Greetings or Happy Holidays cards are reflective of THEIR faith or belief? No, they do not! The only thing this does is allow them to know that they have applied enough pressure to cause you to remove Christ from your greeting cards. Why? Because THERE'S NO ROOM IN THE INN!

There is something else that God would have me bring to your attention. It's in verse 6 and the beginning of verse 7 - "And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should be delivered, and she brought forth her firstborn son and wrapped Him in swaddling clothes, and laid Him in a manger." Notice this Scripture text says that Mary wrapped Jesus in swaddling clothes. This is something that the midwife or doctor would normally have done. But Mary did this herself. This means that when Mary gave birth to Jesus, she and Joseph were all alone. There was no one else there with them to help them in any type of way.

What does that say to us? That says that sometimes you are going to have to stand alone in your faith. There will not be anyone else there to support you or help in your struggle. (Comments - HS) But if you stand for the Lord, He will stand with you. Thank you Jesus! But in some people's way of thinking, standing for the Lord means, standing only when it is convenient for them.

Look at the worship services that are going on in many churches today, and look at how many people are missing. Why? Because they have stayed home to open their gifts, to prepare their meals, and yes, even to spend time with their families. And there is nothing, inherently wrong with any of these things. Matter of fact, all of these are good things. But it depicts a person's priority.

I, even heard that some churches closed today since Christmas fell on a Sunday to allow families to be together. But, my brothers and sisters in Christ, what they fail to realize is having Christmas fall on a Sunday gives us a double opportunity to praise and worship our Lord. It allows us to celebrate His birth and His death and resurrection! Because every Sunday is supposed to be a mini-celebration of the resurrection of our Lord. That is why the early Christians started worshipping on Sunday in the first place; to celebrate the death, burial, and resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus the Christ!

Christmas Day is a day that we should be celebrating with all our heart, soul, mind and strength. Why? Because the Savior of the world has been born and we want to shout it out to the world. We come our to celebrate the fact of how we are blessed and ALL that God has done for us. We come out on Christmas Sunday, we say Merry Christmas, we say have a blessed Christmas, because it is a witnessing tool to let the world to know that we are followers of Christ!

Scripture says that angels rejoiced at Jesus' birth and they could not even experience the joy of being born again! Remember that old cliche that says that the one song that the angels cannot sing is "I've Been Redeemed by the Blood of the Lamb!" (Comments - HS) But we would do well to remember the words that the angels did say,"Behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to ALL people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord!" We need to let people know that there may have been no room in the inn at Jesus' birth, but that they need to make sure that they make room for Him in their hearts.

Remember the angels said theirs were good tidings of "great joy" and that it was for ALL people. We need to let them know that the message of Jesus' birth is a message for all people, Jew and Gentile, Moslem and Hindu, men and women, slave and free!!! We need to let them know that Jesus was born not only to save us but to save whosoever will! Thank you Jesus!

So when you leave this place today, go out rejoicing that the Savior of the world has come. And He is here to give us the joy and peace that the angels proclaimed! But this joy and peace can only be received if we repent of our sin and accept Jesus as our Lord and our Savior. This is not only for Christmas Day, but it is for everyday throughout the year! Amen!
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