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12/4/05

PRAYER

Scripture: Luke 1:5-13, 18-22

All of us in our lifetime have encountered situations that we considered to be impossible to resolve. Many of us have prayed and prayed over these seemingly impossible situations but it just doesn't seem as though God is listening. Now years have gone by and we may have resolved ourselves to the fact that this is just the way things are, and that there is nothing that we can do about them. And for some people they have allowed a spirit of bitterness and resentment to settle in their heart and minds because their prayers have not been answered. So what are we going to do this morning is to look at a couple who seemingly were in the same situations as many of us and see how it was that their prayers were eventually answered.

The couple in question is Zacharias and Elizabeth. Now the problem that this couple had was that they were childless. This was a terrible calamity to the people of that day. Children were considered a blessing and a heritage from the Lord. In fact, a Jew whose wife could not bear children was though to be cut off from God. He was expected to divorce his wife, remarry, and bear children. Therefore, being childless was a critical problem to Zacharias and Elizabeth. A problem that weighed heavily upon their hearts and NEVER left their minds.

Just imagine all the years of their young life, trying to have a child. Praying and begging God for a child, but God didn't answer. In this area of their lives, they probably felt like the heavens had turned to lead. They constantly felt that God was showing his disfavor over their lives. The felt the ridicule of their family and friends because Elizabeth was barren. But Zacharias loved her too much to divorce her and remarry to try to have children. Years have gone by living under this humiliation and now they are too old to be able to have children.

Now I want you to notice that even through their prayers had not been answered; even though the ONE THING that they wanted more than anything else in the world was not given to them; even though they felt as though God must have been punishing them for some reason; notice what they did NOT DO!

Look at vs. 6 in our text, "And they were both righteous before God, walking in all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord blameless.": What is it that they didn't do? They didn't allow a spirit of anger, bitterness, or resentment to take root inside of them. Notice this Scripture says that they were BOTH righteous. They were BOTH righteous. They were joined together and committed to each other despite their problem.

Many couples today if they have a problem of this magnitude, instead of it pulling them together making them stronger; they allowed it to pull them apart! (Comments - H.S) They BOTH were righteous and they lived for God and for each other as husband and wife. Scripture says they were righteous BEFORE God. Which means that they came together before God. They prayed together, seeking God's face, seeking His wisdom and guidance to take them through the issues of life.

Notice what else it says, it says they "walked in all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord blameless." No, this does not mean that they were perfect! It means that living in accordance to the Word of God was a priority in BOTH of their lives. (Comments - H.S.)

So what is the number one thing that we can learn from this couple to get our prayers answered? The number one thing that you should do when you are in an impossible situation can be found in James 4:8(a) "Draw near to God and He will draw near to you…" If you are in an impossible situation, don't allow it to draw you away from God. Use it to draw closer to God. Thank you Jesus! (Comments - H.S.)

The next thing that we can learn from this couple is - notice where Zacharias was when He finally heard from God regarding this impossible situation. Look back at our text in Luke 1:8-9 "Once when Zacharias' division was on duty and he was serving as priest before God, he was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood to go into the temple of the Lord and burn incense."

Before I tell you what is the next thing that we can learn from this story, let me give you a little background concerning this text. In the temple's daily worship, incense was burned upon the altar by a priest. The offering of incense symbolized that the prayers of the people were being offered to God as a sweet, smelling sacrifice. On this particular day, Zacharias experienced one of the greatest days of his life. The lot fell upon him. He was the chosen priest to offer the incense. (Comments - H.S.)

So what is it that we can learn from this? It is that even though the most important thing in life had been withheld from him, having a child of his own. Although he had continually prayed concerning this situation and nothing had happened, although he was now too old physically to be able to produce a child, none of this had stopped Zacharias from working for the Lord. When he finally heard from God, he was in the temple serving the Lord! He had not thrown up his hands and called it quits when his prayer had not been answered. He didn't serve the Lord grudgingly. He served God with joy and anticipation. He served God with gladness in his heart. Not because he thought he was going to GET something from the Lord, but simply because he loved Him no matter what. Honey, this is the way we have got to be. We need to serve the Lord with gladness, with a pure heart of simply wanting to please God!

Turn to Psalm 100 "Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all ye lands! Serve the Lord with gladness, Come into His presence with singing. Know ye that the Lord, He is God. It is He who has made us and not we ourselves; we are His people and the sheep of His pasture. Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, and into His courts with praise, Be thankful unto Him and bless His Name. For the Lord is good, His mercy is everlasting and His truth endures to all generations." (Comments - H.S.)

We need to serve God with love and anticipation, not caring whether He ever answers the prayer that we have been sending up to Him for years or not! When we do that God will open doors for us that no man can close! We say, "Lord, if you just do this for me, etc., I promise you that I will serve you." God says, "No! Serve me where you are first, then I'll know you are really serving me from your heart." Thank you Jesus!

Zacharias was in the temple serving God, when God sent the Angel Gabriel to him to let him know that his prayer for a child had been heard and would be answered. So the question can be asked, "Why did God take so long to answer their prayer? And if God knew that He was going to answer them all along, why didn't He tell them? If God had simply told them, it would have removed all the years of anxious waiting and frustration."

Now while I can give you a definite answer to that question, I can tell you that God tells us in His Word, that "His ways are not are ways and His thoughts are not our thoughts." (Comments - H.S.)

And I do know that God says in Jeremiah 29:11 "For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans to prosper you and not harm you, plans to give you hope and a future." Thank you Jesus!

What is the third and final point that we can learn from this couple who were in what could be considered a hopeless situation? Let's go back in our text in Luke 1:18-20 "And Zacharias said unto the angel, Whereby shall I know this? For I am an old man, and my wife well stricken in years. And the angel answering said unto him, I am Gabriel, that stands in the presence of God; and am sent to speak unto thee, and to shew thee these glad tidings. And, behold, thou shalt be dumb, and not able to speak, until the day that these things shall be performed, because thou believest not my words, which shall be fulfilled in their season."
Zacharias just could not believe the message and the promise of God. He had been praying but apparently he had not thought God would answer, certainly not by doing the impossible, by overruling the laws of nature. Zacharias was no different from many of us, the passage of time of not having this prayer answered had caused him to doubt God. He asked for a sign, a sign other than God's Word and promise. (Comments - H.S.)

So what does the Angel Gabriel do, he strikes him dumb so that he could not speak. Why would he do this? For an answer turn to Proverbs 6:2 (KJM) "Thou art snared with the words of thy mouth, that art taken with the words of thy mouth." (Comments - H.S.)

Zacharias had spoken words of doubt and unbelief. And words of doubt and unbelief will hinder your prayers from being answered. Someone says, oh pastor, I don't believe that! Turn to James 1:6-7 "But when he asks, he must believe and not doubt, because he who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind. That man should not think he will receive anything from the Lord."
So do you believe it now? Words of doubt and unbelief can be in various forms, i.e. complaining, criticism, spitefulness, etc. (Comments - H.S.) God shut Zacharias mouth, He took his ability to speak away for nine whole months. For the entire time that it would take for Elizabeth o conceive and bear her son to full term. God was not going to allow anything to hinder his plan to bring this child into this world. And any of you that know Scripture knows that this was a very special child. He was John the Baptist and God had prepared him to be the forerunner before Christ. (Comments - H.S.)

· So if you are in an impossible situation remember the story of Zacharias and Elizabeth. And do not allow:

· Your problems to draw you away from God.

· Continue to serve Him with joy and gladness, simply because you love Him and not because you want something from Him.

· Do not speak words of doubt and unbelief over your situation. Trust God and remember that He has special plans for you and your life. And He will use whatever or whoever He has to, to bring these plans to fruition.

Thank you Jesus!
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