CALL TO LEADERSHIP

January 15, 2006

PRAYER

Scripture: Exodus 3:1-9

This morning God is going to "piggyback" on the sermon from last week, where the base Scripture came from Phil 2:12(b) "work out your own salvation with fear and trembling." We came to the revelation, wisdom and knowledge that God was not talking about working to earn our salvation, but that He was letting us know that being :"saved" is just the beginning of our salvation, that we have to work to live as God has called us to live and we must serve Him if we are to GROW in our salvation. We saw that "works" were a necessary sign that we had truly been saved because the moment you are saved, God impregnates you with good works. God has done his part, he has impregnated you with gifts and talents, your part is to give "birth." Amen, Amen.

One of the things that is being birthed from the Scripture last week of "working out your own salvation" is the sermon this morning entitled "Call to Leadership." I don’t know if you can sense if or not, but God is already doing some great things in this congregation, but He wants to do even greater. But in order to do so He needs YOU! Now I know the response that some of you may be feeling when I say this - all kinds of excuses and reasons are going through your mind as to WHY God CAN'T be calling you. We in order to dispel these thoughts, we are going to look at a man who had to same doubts and hesitation that you may have. We are going to look at a man that most of you have heard about, a man by the name of Moses.

The first thing that God would have you see in our base Scripture is where Moses was when he had a face to face encounter with God. Moses was in the desert. Now Moses' desert place was a physical place, but God is also letting us know this morning that our desert place cannot only be physical but spiritual as well. Our desert place can be a place where God has stripped us of our busyness and our ability to operate in our own strength. Often God will allow us to be in our desert place so that He can draw us apart for a season, so that He can prepare us for what lies ahead. (Comments-HS)

At any rate, Moses is going about his daily routine, taking care of his father-in-laws' ships when all of a sudden, in a distance, he sees something that catches his attention. He sees a bush that is on fire. Now that in itself would not have been so unusual, but this bush was burning, but it was not being consumed. So Moses decided to stop and go and check it out. As he approached the bush, all of a sudden a voice called out for him from the midst of the bush. Notice God called him by name. This also should reaffirm within you that God knows you by name. He is not calling all of you collectively into His service, but He is calling each of you by name!

"Moses, Moses!" Moses said, "Here I am." God said "do not come any closer, Take off your shoes for the place where you are standing is holy ground." Thank you Jesus!

The ground was not holy in itself, but it was holy because the PRESENCE of God was there! God wants you to know that He is calling you to a holy place. He is calling you into a holy work/service for Him. God is letting you know that no matter where you are, if you are in a field, or a desert, or a church with the highest steeple, if He is there, it is a HOLY PLACE! God is holy and we should approach Him in holiness and in honor. God is not our "home-boy." Neither is He "the man upstairs." Not is He a "grandfather-type" person who allows us to behave like we want and gives us what we want. God is holy and when we enter His presence, it should be done with respect, reverence, and submissiveness. (Comments-HS)

Notice again, that God tells Moses to "take off his shoes." Why would God have told him that? While I can't be absolutely certain, I believe that it was a symbol of the sin being removed from our life before we can come into God's presence. Why do I say that? Think about it - if you're walking all types of dirt and muck gets on the soles of your shoes. In my way of thinking, that represents the sin of the world. So all of the filth and mire of the world has to be removed from us before we can "come boldly into God's presence." You say, "Pastor, how do I do that?" If you know Jesus in the pardoning of your sin, it has already been done for you. Thank you Jesus! (Comments-HS)

Then God goes on to identify Himself. He says, "I am the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob." Notice God uses the present tense because He is not the God of the dead, but the God of the living.  In the natural these people had been dead for a long time. But in the spiritual realm they were still alive and well. Hallelujah!

God goes on to tell Moses what He wants him to do. He says in vs. 7, "I have surely seen the affliction of my people which are in Egypt, and have heard their cry by reason of their taskmaster; for I know their sorrows;…" vs 10 "Come now therefore, and I will send thee unto Pharaoh that thou mayest bring forth my people the children of Israel out of Egypt." (Comments-HS)

God is calling Moses to deliver His people, to go and tell old Pharoah, "Let my people go." God is calling each of you individually this morning. He say He has seen the affliction of His people in their own private Egypt (Egypt in Scripture always denotes a place of sin.). He had heard their cry from being under the harsh treatment of their taskmasters (slave masters). Their taskmasters can be alcohol, drugs, abuse, poverty, illiteracy, sexual addictions, etc. And God is calling you to go and lead them to the place of deliverance. If you are saying, oh no, not me, then you are saying exactly what Moses said. Moses gave four excuses as to why he was not the man for this job.

We will look at each one individually and see if you can identify with them. And we will also look at what God's response was to each of Moses' objections.

· His first objection is in vs 11. "Who am I, that I should go to Pharoah and bring the Israelites out of Egpyt?" Moses felt like he was "unfit" for the task. You see Moses knew himself, he knew what was inside of him. He knew where he had been and he knew what he had done. Moses had previously lived in Egypt forty years before. He had been Pharoah's adopted son. He knew that one day he had killed an Egyptian for beating one of the Hebrew slaves, and that he had fled Egypt to escape punishment. Now God wants to send him back to the very place that he had escaped from. Does that sound like any of you? You have escaped out of the ghetto, you have escaped from having to live on food stamps, you have escaped from drugs and alcohol, and you have escaped from being illiterate. And now God is calling you to go back to where you have come from and spread the good news of Jesus the Christ! He is calling you back to where you have come from so that you can teach these people that they can find deliverance in our God! (Comments-HS)

· But notice what God tells Moses in vs 12. "I will be with you, and this will be the sign to you that it is I who have sent you: When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you WILL worship God on this mountain." God gives Moses two great promises to calm his fears. He tells Moses "I will GO WITH YOU!" And He tells Moses that his mission will be SUCCESSFUL. Moses would bring Israel out of Egypt, and they WOULD worship God on the very mountain where Moses now knelt before God! God is saying the same thing to each of us this morning. He is saying - I am calling you to deliver my people from Egypt (world), but you don’t have to be afraid because I will go with you. Remember the words of Jesus, "lo, I am with you even to the end of the age." (Comments-HS) And we will be successful in our efforts. Remember God tells us in Psalm 1 "Blessed is the man….who delights in the law of the Lord…He shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water…and whatever he does prospers."
· Notice Moses' next objection in 4:1. "What if they do not believe me or listen to me and say, 'the Lord did not appear to you'?" Moses felt the people would not believe him. He felt that they would reject him. He felt that they would not believe that God had sent him. Does that sound like you? God is calling you to leadership, He wants to do a greater work through this church. And He wants to USE YOU! But do you fear like Moses that if you go our to tell people about the saving power and delivering power of God, that they will not believe you, that you will not be effective? Well, my brothers and sisters in Christ, there is a problem with that argument. The duty of someone who is called by God is not to argue the call of God and question the response of the people. Drawing people to God, arousing faith within their hearts is God's work, not yours. Your duty is to surrender to God's call and go, go and proclaim the message of God.

· Now notice God's response to Moses and your argument. As always, God always has an answer for our feeble excuses. God would give signs, miraculous signs, to prove that Moses was His chosen vessel and to prove that He had sent Moses with His message of deliverance. God asks Moses, "what is that in your hand?" "A staff," he replied. The Lord said, "Throw it on the ground." Moses threw it on the ground and it became a snake, and he ran from it. Then the Lord said to him, "Reach out your hand and take it by the tail." (A snake is picked up by its neck - right behind the head, seldom by its tail, so that it cannot swing around and bite its handler. But here God was telling Moses to pick up the snake by its tail. We can only wonder what Moses was thinking, having stood there arguing with God.) Nevertheless, Moses reached out and took hold of the snake and it turned back into a staff in his hand. The question can be asked, why this sign? Why did God choose to demonstrate His power over a shepherd's rod and a servant? The answer is that these symbolized His power and authority over Pharoah and his government. The snake was the animal chosen by Egypt to symbolize its authority and power just as nations today choose animals as the emblems of their authority and power (for example: the eagle chosen by America and the bear chosen by Russia). Pharoah actually wore the emblem of a snake on his crown to symbolize the authority of Egyptian rule. God was giving a clear picture that He had power even over what was the greatest nation of the known world. God was letting them know that Egypt and its authority existed on as God willed and allowed. You may be thinking "well, that's well and good for Moses, but what miraculous sign is God going to give me?" Turn to Mark 16:15-18. ”He (Jesus) said to them, 'Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation' (this is God calling you again). Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned. And THESE THINGS will accompany those who believe: In my Name they will drive out demons; they will speak in new tongues they will pick up snakes with their hands; and if they drink deadly poison, it will not hurt them at all; they will place their hands on sick people, and they will get well." The believer must have supernatural power as we go forth to preach and teach the good news of Jesus Christ. This, of course, does not mean that every believer will be delivered from every threat and from ever being martyred. Some believers are persecuted and some believers are put to death. But God does give power to believers, the power to walk through the difficulties of life with God's confidence and peace, even through the fire of martyrdom if faced. It is often the witness of the God-given power, confidence, and peace that reaches others for Christ and that causes an enormous movement toward God. But, again, the point of these two verses is that God promises to give us power, the power need to get the job done. And the greatest sign that God will use to show that you are his chosen vessel, is the sign of a changed life. The sign of what God has done in YOUR LIFE. (Comments-HS) Amen & Amen!

· Now notice Moses' third objection to doing what God is calling him to do. Turn back to Exodus 4:10. "O, Lord, I have never been eloquent, neither in the past nor since you have spoken to your servant, I am slow of speech and tongue." Moses was saying that he was not skillful with words. That he was ill at ease when speaking to individuals, much less to groups of people. Words did not come easily to him, some say that he was tongue-tied or had a stuttering problem. Is that how you feel about talking to others about Jesus? (not eloquent, not fluent, etc.) Notice what God's answer is in vs. 11-12. "Who gave this man his mouth? Who makes him deaf or mute? Who gives him sight or makes him blind? Is it not I, the Lord? Now go; I will help you speak and will teach you what to say." (Comments-HS) God is saying the same thing to you this morning. He is saying He is the One who created you just like you are. And he knows what you consider to be your "limitations." But He tells you that you don’t have to worry about what it is that you will say because he will speak through you and he will teach you what to say. Thank you Jesus!!

· What is Moses' final excuse? Turn to Exodus 4:13. Ó, Lord, please send someone else to do it." This is where the rubber hits the road. Moses is rejecting God's call. He had run out of excuses, so he now had to admit the truth; he just did not want to go. He refused and asked God to send someone else. Is this your response to the call that God has placed on your life? Is this your response to your becoming a leader in the ministry that God has called you to? If that is your answer, it is sad and heart-breaking. What is God's response to Moses' final excuse? Vs. 14 "the anger of the Lord was kindled against Moses." Rejecting God's call is serious business. God chose Moses' brother, Aaron, to speak in his place. Moses lost the great privilege of being God's spokesperson to the people, all because he had rejected God's call for so long.

As I said when I started this sermon, God has a great work for each of you to do while you are "working out your own salvation." As he said to Moses in vs 7, "…I have surely seen the affliction of my people which are in Egypt (world), and have heard their cry by reason of their taskmasters; for I know their sorrows." (Comments-HS) The question for you this morning is "will you accept the call that God is placing on your life today?"
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