UNCHARTERED TERRITORY

January 1, 2006

PRAYER

SCRIPTURE: Joshua 3:4(b), "that ye may know the way by which ye must go: for ye have not passed this way before." Numbers 22:22-23

The title of our message this morning is "unchartered territory." The reason for this is because today is the first day of a brand new year, the year of 2006. And as we read in our Scripture text in Joshua, God wants to lead you and guide you in the way that you must go, because you have never "passed this way before." We area all getting ready to travel in "unchartered" territory." Thank you Jesus!

From past life experiences we all know that this new year will hold times of joy and times of sorrow. We know that sometime during the year we will feel a sense of comfort, but at other times, we will feel a sense of pain. During this coming year we will feel loved but at other time we will feel a sense of loneliness. Some people fear the days to come, wondering what evil lurks in the shadows; others consults physics and fortune tellers trying desperately to know what the future holds. If you check some of the newspapers, you will see different ones trying to tell what the year 2006 is going to hold. But there is a song that our ancestors used to sing - "I don’t know about tomorrow, but I know WHO holds my hand." But even though we don’t know what tomorrow holds, even though we are going to travel through a time that we have not gone through before; there is no going back. Whatever the path that is laid before, we must walk it for we have no other choice.

Our responsibility is to make sure that we follow the leading and the guidance of the Lord. To give you an example of what I mean - I want us to look at our Scripture text again in Numbers. The principle character in this portion of the story is a man by the name of Balaam. He was not a follower of God, but he KNEW about God. He was not a man who was totally sold out to God, but God choose to use him. Anyone to get a message across to the enemies of the people of Israel. Balaam had been blinded by the love of money and greed and now he is on his way to meet with God. He had already petitioned God concerning this matter and the answer God had given was not satisfactory to him or the man whom he represented. So he is going back to God again, as if to try to change God's mind.

I am not going to tell you the whole story, but what I want you to notice is what happens to him while he is on his way. Balaam, like us, is going into unchartered territory. He has never passed this way before or he has never encountered anything like this before. As Balaam is traveling along the angel of the Lord stood in the road to block Balaam's way. Balaam did see him, but the donkey saw the angel block the road with a drawn sword. So he turned off the road into a field. Balaam beat her to get her back on the road. The angel of the Lord blocked the path again, a narrow path with walls on both sides. The donkey again saw the angel of the Lord: Tried to squeeze by and crushed Balaam's foot. The angel of the Lord then moved ahead to a place so narrow that the donkey could not get by. The donkey saw the angel of the Lord & just laid down under Balaam. Balaam, in anger, beat her with his staff.

The Lord opened the donkey's mouth, and the animal miraculously, spoke to Balaam. The donkey complained of Balaam's cruelty. Balaam in a fit of rage, wished he had a sword to kill the animal, because it had made a fool of him. The donkey reasoned with Balaam and said that she was Balaam's property and that she had always served Balaam well, and had never behaved like this before. Balaam agreed. The Lord opened Balaam's eyes. He saw the angel of the Lord standing with his drawn sword (a symbol of God's anger.) He fell down on the ground. The angel of the Lord confronted Balaam and rebuked him for mistreatment of an animal and condemned him because of his reckless, stubborn heart and resistance to God. The angel warned him that if the donkey had not stopped, God would have taken his life by now because of his resistance and spared the life of the donkey! Wow!

What is it that God is trying to tell? God is letting us know as we enter the unchartered territory of a brand new year that he is going to put out singposts to direct us. That is just like when Balaam was going a way that was not pleasing to God and God put an angel in his path to block him, is the same way that when we are going through our path in life that God will sometimes block our direction. Often times when we want something, there will be someone or something blocking our way, we don’t always see that blockage in a negative sense. It just may be God's angel blocking your way that will lead you down a path that will take you further away from God, rather than drawing you closer to Him. (Comments-HS) When you are going down the path of life, you may encounter an experience as when the donkey first saw the angel.

What did he do, he wandered off the beaten path into a field. This analogy may apply to the younger people here more so than the others. Wandering off the beaten path can be an analogy of not wanting to travel the way that you have been taught all of your life. Wandering off the beaten path can be not wanting to follow the teachings of your parents or grandparents because they are old fashioned. Wandering off the beaten path into a field can mean that you want to try something new. The beaten path is dull, it is boring, and there is no excitement or mystery with it. You want to go out into the field of the world and try some "new" things. But let me remind you that God tells us in His Word that "there is nothing new under the sun." And as Tom shared with us in Bible Study, its just an "old" thing with a "new" name. Praise the Lord!

What was the next thing that happened when the donkey saw the angel? Scripture says that the angel stood in a path that was very narrow, and it had high walls on both sides. When Balaam tried to make the donkey go through anyway, what happened? Because the path was so narrow as the donkey tried to make his way through, Balaam's foot was crushed against the wall. What can we learn from this? We can learn that as we go through this new year, God will have ways that are marked danger, ruin, pain, death. And another of the signposts that God has here says "proceed with caution."
Don’t always be in such a hurry. Stop looking for instant success and instant gratification because if we don’t heed God's warnings, we may be like Balaam and be crushed or seriously hurt. Have you ever heard that cliché that says "everything that good to you, is not good for you?" (Comments-HS) Remember you are entering into unchartered territory, look out for God's signposts along the way!

What is the next thing that occurred when the donkey saw the angel? 

This time the passageway that the angel stood in was so narrow that there was just no way for the donkey to get pass. So what does he do? He lays down as if to say, "I'm not going any further." This is the place that we all need to ultimately get to. Whereby we say, "Lord, if you don’t go with me, I'm not going. Lord if you don’t lead, then I'm just going to stay right here where I am!!"
And the most mind boggling part of this story is that a "dumb animal" was able to see and heed God's warning. While, a man, which is God's highest for creation, was not! Why? He was blinded by greed and arrogance.

As we enter into this New Year of 2006, as we entered into the territory as Joshua said, "we have never traveled this way before, let us make sure to watch out for the signposts along the way." You say what are God's signposts.

First of all, we know that it is the Word of God, the Bible (Comments-HS). It is the teaching of our parents and loved ones that have gone through the same things that you as young people are going through now. It is that inner small voice that we call our "conscious." Because - whether we like to admit it or not, we know the difference between right and wrong. And it is spending time with God in prayer so that you can learn to hear and recognize His voice. As we enter into the new year, let us not be afraid or apprehensive of what is might bring. Because remember WHO you are in Christ, and remember WHOSE you are in Christ. (Comments-HS) As we enter into this new year, remember that just as God had a purpose for sending Christ into this world, is the same way that He has a purpose for each and every one of us. And God has a verse that He wants each of us to use as our New Year's resolution this year. Turn to Isaiah 26:3. "Thou will keep him in perfect peace, who mind is stayed on thee: because he trusteth in thee."
· Who is the giver of this promise? "Thou (God)

· Who is the recipient of this promise? The person who mind is stayed on "thee." (God) (mind - imagination, ideas, desire, whole heart) (stayed - deliberate act of faith shifting all care, responsibility, results to the One best able to handle them.)

· What is the assurance? Perfect peace. Not just peace, but perfect peace.

· Why? Because he trust in thee.

As we enter into unchartered territory of 2006, let us do it with peace and joy in our hearts and minds, because we trust in God!
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