Daniel in the Lion's Den

Prayer

Scripture:  Daniel 6:3-28

As our Scripture text opens, we see that Daniel's life had turned out to be entirely different from what he had anticipated as a child. Originally Daniel had come from a very wealthy and influential family. He had been a handsome, healthy, and intelligent boy with a very bright future. But as a teenager, he and his people had been carried off as slaves by the Babylonians. As a slave, he had been stripped of everything, his family, his wealth, and his possessions.

But one thing slavery (or his circumstances) did not and could not strip him of was his faith in God. Despite his circumstances, his faith in God's goodness, mercy and providential care never diminished. Daniel could have developed a victim mentality, but he choose to maintain his belief that God was, and ever would remain, in control of not only his life; and that God was in control of all events that surrounded his life.

I need to stop here this morning to make my first point and that is: Do not allow the events or circumstances that are going on in your life, make you develop and "victim mentality." Why would I say that? Because in my way of thinking a person who is a "victim" is a person who lacks power over their circumstances. Think about it for a minute - if a person had power to cause some type of change, they would never have been a victim in the first place. (Comments-H S) If you allow yourself to develop a "victim mentality" you develop the idea that things are never going to change, and that there is nothing that you can do to make things better and you accept defeat rather than fighting for the victory.

You say, Pastor, how do I fight for the victory? Turn to I John 5:4 "for everyone born of God (born again) overcomes the world. This is the VICTORY that has overcome the world, even our faith…" (Comments-H S) Even though Daniel's position in life was that of a slave, he did not allow himself to develop a slave mentality. Daniel was so confident of WHO he was and WHOSE he was that he was able to work himself up as an administrator in the king's court. And he excelled in that position so much so that the other administration became jealous of him. It amazes me to see that some people can't stand to see someone else succeed. (Comments-H S) They kept watching for him to do something wrong so that they could point an accusing finger at him. Matter of fact, Scripture tells us in vs. 4(b) "…They could find no corruption in him, because he was trustworthy and neither corrupt nor negligent." He lived the Word of God that we so quote out of Col. 3:17 "And whatever you do in thought, word, or deed, do it as unto the Lord…" (Comments-H S) They finally come to the conclusion that if they were going to find anything to accuse Daniel of it would have to do with his faith in God.

And that brings me to our second point and that is: As Christians we should strive to live lives that are exemplary - that whether we are at home, in church, on a job, or at play, people could not find any wrong doing that that could accuse us of. (Comments-H S) That they would have to resort to the same old trick that Daniel's accusers did - they would have to try and attack some doctrine in your faith.

Now the thing about Daniel was that they didn't have to search hard to know what area to attack him in. Because you see they watched Daniel day in and day out and they knew his routine. You see his faith was not something that he kept hidden. It was his faith that kept him going day in and day out. So, as I said, they knew what area to attack Daniel in. And that was in his prayer life. Scripture tells us that Daniel had a habit. It was not a habit like yours or mine. But his habit was three times a day; he went off by himself to pray. It didn't matter where he was or whom he was with, he made sure that he prayed. He made sure that he invited God to be an active participant in everything that he said and everything that he did! Thank you Jesus!

I praise God for Daniel because he didn't wait until he was in an adverse situation to pray. He had enough sense to be "prayed-up" before an adverse situation hit. Because knowing life, as I'm sure that he did, he knew that adverse situations would come! So Daniel's enemies came up with what they considered to be a "fool proof" plan. They go to the king whose name was Darius and they appeal to his vanity. They tell him how wonderful he is and they say in essense, "O King, live forever. We have come up with a wonderful idea. Since you are so great and so powerful, we think you should make yourself into a God for thirty days." (Isn't it amazing how people can make anything or anyone into a God?) "And if anyone prays to any other God besides you for the next thirty days; they will be thrown into the lion's den!" (Instead of worshipping the One who is the One, True and Living God!)

Now these guys were really smart and treacherous. They said, "Issue the decree and put it in writing so that it cannot be altered - in accordance with the laws of the Medes and Persians, which cannot be repealed." They added this on because they knew that according to this law if the king made an edict that it could not be canceled or revoked not even by the king himself! And the king was so vain, he was so full of himself, that he did as they requested. Now notice this! When Daniel learned that the edict that been signed and published, he didn't start ranting and raving. He didn't start complaining about unfair this was and he didn't change his daily routine. What did he do? Look at vs. 10 "…he went home to his upstairs room where the windows opened toward Jerusalem. Three times a day, he got down on his knees and prayed, giving thanks to his God, just as he had done before!" (Comments-H S)

Daniel did not try to hide his praying. Why, because hiding his praying would have indicated that he was afraid of the government officials. Daniel continued to pray because he knew that there was no one else to turn to and there was no one else that he WANTED to turn to. Because he knew that only God could provide what he really needed. That is your third point for today.

We, all, need to establish a prayer life that is filled with thanksgiving and praise! You need to not just pray ASKING God for things, but you need to pray THANKING God with things that are well as they are! You don't need to just start praying when problems come, but you need to have an active prayer life to PREPARE you for WHEN problems come. Thank you Jesus! (Comments-H S)

Daniel was on his knees praying to God for help when his enemies entered the room. They immediately go to the King and tell him what Daniel is doing and reminds him of his decree. That if anyone would be found praying to any God besides the king, they would be thrown ALIVE into the lion's den. When the king realized how he had been used, he was beside himself. Scripture says that he tried everything he could all day long to try and figure a way out. And at sundown the men presented themselves before the king and said, vs. 15-16 "Remember, O King, that according to the law of the Medes and Persians no decree or edict that the king issues, can be changed. So the king gave the order, and they brought Daniel and threw hi into the lion's den. Then the king said to Daniel, 'May your God, whom you serve CONTINUALLY, rescue you!'"
Scripture says the king was so distraught that he could not eat and he could not sleep. Notice Scripture does not say that he prayed all night long, because you see he was not a believer. But I imagine that he paced the floor, worrying about what he had done to this just man. It reminds me of Prov. 16:7 When a man's ways are pleasing to the Lord, he makes even his enemies live at peace with him." (Comments-H S) Scripture says that at the first light of dawn, the king got up and hurried to the lion's den. When he got close, he called out with an anguished voice, "Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God, whom you serve continually, been able to rescue you from the lions?" (Comments-H S) Then, of all joy, the king heard Daniel's voice. He said, "My God sent his angel, and he shut the mouths of the lions. They have not hurt me, because I was found innocent in his sight. Nor have I ever done any wrong before you, O, King." (Comments-H S-shut the mouths of the lions) The king was overjoyed and gave orders to lift Daniel out of the den. And when Daniel was lifted from the den, no wound/mark was found on him, because he had TRUSTED in his God.

Then the king commanded that the men who had falsely accused Daniel were brought to him and they and their entire families were thrown into the lion's den. One thing that you need to know about these lions is that they were used as a method of execution in those days. And what they would do is that would not feed the lions for two or three days prior to an execution so they would be extremely hungry. Now in actuality, this was a very human thing to do. If the lions were not hungry they would mangle the victims but not kill them. And they could survive for days in this mangled condition. But, at any rate, when they threw these people into the lion's den, the lions were so hungry that Scripture says that before they reached the floor of the den, the lions overpowered them and crushed all their bones.

The fourth point for you today is: don’t' dig a ditch for someone else, because you may fall into it yourself. (Comments-H S) You say to yourself, well, why did God allow Daniel to go through all of this in the first place. Now of course, I can give you the answer that God's ways are not our ways. And while that is true, what we need to center on is the results of what Daniel went through. Now what the king says vs. 25(b)-28 "May you prosper greatly! I issue a decree that in every part of my kingdom people must fear and reverence the God of Daniel. For He is the LIVING God and he endures forever; his kingdom will not be destroyed, his dominion will never end. He rescues and he saves; he performs signs and wonders in the heavens and on the earth. He has rescued Daniel from the power of the lions." So Daniel prospered during the reign of Darius and the reign of Cyrus the Persian. 
· You say why did God allow this to happen to Daniel, look at what the results were. All through history we have seen the Word of God spread because of adverse situations. It may well be that the problems that you are going through now is to show the "keeping and sustaining" power God in your life. Don’t give up! Just remember to be like Daniel:

· to develop a slave/victim mentality

· live an exemplary lifestyle while you are going thru

· develop a prayer life of praise and thanksgiving

· don’t dig a ditch for someone else, or you may fall into it. (Vengeance is mine says the Lord.)

If you do these things, God will deliver you just as He delivered Daniel.

Prayer

Invitational Hymn
