WHY IS IT SO DIFFICULT TO SERVE

January 8, 2006

PRAYER

SCRIPTURE: Phillippians 2:12-16

The verse that I believe God would have us to center on this morning is the latter part of verse 12, "work out your own salvation, with fear and trembling." I don’t know if some of you have ever heard this verse before, but it is an awesome and thought provoking verse. "Work out your OWN salvation, with fear and trembling."

Let us examine this verse for a moment - notice that it says to work out your OWN salvation. The presupposition here is that you have already been saved, that you have already been "born-again," whatever terminology you care to use. The presupposition is that one day you realized that you were a sinner and that you needed to be saved. That one day you realized that there was something missing in your life and no matter what you had tried it had not filled that emptiness, that void inside of you. That one day you realized that the only hope that you had was in Christ Jesus. So you gave your life to Christ and suddenly your life had meaning, suddenly you realized that there was a purpose for your being here.

When you gave your life to Christ, you were filled with unspeakable joy and full of glory. You realized that all of your sin had been washed away and you were now complete and whole. When you first gave your life to Christ, you were excited and perhaps even felt as though you could conquer the world. But as time went on for some of you, this feeling of excitement, awe and wonder started to fade. You lost your "glow" and before you knew what was happening, you were back to your old way of life. Oh, yes, you knew you were saved and you attended church but the joy is gone. What happened? What has happened for many people is that have failed to "work out their salvation with fear and trembling." You say, Pastor, "What does that mean?"

It means once you have been saved, God has done His part, now it is time for you to do your part. No, it does not mean that have to work to "earn" your salvation. Because we know that Scripture says that "by grace you have been saved through faith…not of works lest any man should boast." (Eph. 2:8-9) But it means that you have to "work" to "grow" in your salvation. (Comments-HS) Notice vs. 13. "For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure." (Comments-HS)

The word "worketh" (energon) means to energize. God arouses, and energizes the heart of the believer to do God's will. Our duty is to act opon these stirrings of God. (Comments-HS) But for many of us, we just allow these promptings or stirrings of God just to pass on through and we never act on them. Then we wonder why we don’t have any excitement or zeal for the Lord. Notice what vs. 14. "Do all things without murmuring and disputing…" The next problem that we have is when we do decide to follow the prompting of the Lord and to work and serve Him, we do it with grumbling and complaining. (Comments-HS) My brothers and sisters in Christ, this shouldn’t be!

When we think of how much God has done for us, when we think about how much God loves us, how can we work/serve Him when grumbling and complaining? God wants us to be an example to the world as to what being a child of God is all about.

He tells us in vs. 15(b) and 16(a). "in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation among whom ye SHINE as lights (NIV-stars) in the world; Holding forth the Word of life." Wow! That’s some powerful word! God says as we live in the midst of this evil world that we as His child should shine as lights/stars. And the whole time we are letting our lights shine, we are holding forth the Word of life. Oh, my brothers and sisters in Christ, can you see the double meaning in these verses? We are letting our lights shine by the WORKS that we do for the Lord. And we are letting our lights shine by witnessing about the Lord because "holding forth the Word of life" means witnessing that Jesus is the One that can give life, now and forever! Thank you Jesus!

But not only that, look at the verse again. We are to "…shine as lights…as we hold forth the Word of life." The "light" from our life is to shine so that people can READ the Word in our lives! Remember that old cliché "the only Bible some people will ever read is you." (Comments-HS) I don’t understand why it is that living for the Lord and serving the Lord is so difficult for some people. I don’t understand why they choose to live such lackadaisical lives. People say to me, "Pastor, I just don’t know what the Lord wants from me." For an answer, to to Deut. 10:12. "And now, Israel (put your name there) what doth the Lord they God REQUIRE of thee, but to fear the Lord thy God, to walk in all his ways, and to love him, and to SERVE the Lord thy God with all thy heart and with all thy soul." Notice that Scripture says, "what the Lord thy God REQUIRE of thee…." The thing that most people don’t realize is that salvation is not the "end all" of what the Lord wants from us. It is just the BEGINNING. (Comments-HS)

· You have to continue to "work out you own salvation." How? Look at what God says that he requires:

· Fear the Lord thy God

· Walk in all his ways

· To love him

· Serve the Lord with all thy heart

Now, lets look at what God promises us if we do these things. Turn to Isaiah 1:19. "If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land." (Comments-HS) Turn to Exodus 23:25. "And ye shall serve the Lord your God, and he shall bless thy bread, and thy water; and I will take sickness away from the midst of thee." (Comments-HS)

Serving God is full of all kinds of advantages. Serving God should be something that we desire to do not what we are forced to do. Serving God should not be done with grumbling and complaining it should be done with JOY in our hearts. Why? Because in our finite way, we are able to give back to God for all the wonderful things He has done for us.

AMEN!
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