KINGDOM PRINCIPLES – PRAYER

PRAYER

Scripture:  Mark 1:15

As citizens of the Kingdom of God there are certain principles that we are to live by.  We have seen thus far that we are to live by the principle of love, forgiveness, faith, proper judging of others and the principle of total commitment to God.  This morning we are going to look at another very important principle and that is of ‘prayer.’  Living in God’s kingdom means that we have an active prayer life.  This morning we are not going to talk about how to get a ‘prayer through’ or how to get our prayers answered.  I believe the outline that God had me give to you this morning perfectly describes how we are to get our prayers answered.
I John 5:14-15 tells us that we have to pray according to God’s will.  I John 3:22 tells us that if we expect our prayers to be answered, we must keep his commandments.  John 14:13 tells us that we pray to the Father in the Name of the Son.  John 15:7  tells us that we need to ‘abide in Him and allow His words to abide in us’ in order to get a prayer through.  Mark 11:24 tells us that when we pray we have to ‘believe that we will receive.’  And God tells us in 2 Chronicles 7:14 that we must humble ourselves, seek His face, and turn from our wicked ways in order to have our prayers answered.
So we see that our Heavenly Father does not leave us in the dark as to how to have our prayers answered.  Matter of fact on your outline you see that God tells us in Matthew 6:5-9 exactly how we are NOT to pray.  The passage on your outline is from the Message Translation Bible.  (Go over the text.)  So God has shown us exactly what needs to be done in order to have our prayers answered.  I would ask you to take your outline home and study it because it not only shows you how to pray effectively but it gives you examples of prayers that have been answered.  It also gives you Scriptures of different types of prayer, i.e., intercessory prayer, prayer of agreement, etc.

This morning, what we are going to talk about ‘what is prayer’ and ‘hindrances to our prayers being answered.’  Now there may be some astute person who is saying, “what do you mean you are going to be talking about ‘what is prayer.’  Everyone knows what prayer is.  Well, I would have to beg to differ with you this morning because I have asked people to pray on different occasions and their response to me is ‘I don’t know how to pray.”  So my conclusion is that if a person says that they don’t know how to pray, than they don’t know what prayer is.  The most simplistic answer to ‘what is prayer’ is to say that prayer is simply talking to God.  But that’s like my asking you ‘what is the ocean’ and you replying “the ocean is water.”  (comments – H.S.)  So let’s begin our lesson on defining prayer. 
Turn to Heb. 11:6 (b)  “…for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.”  First of all, prayer is knowing who God is!  That means knowing that there are not MANY gods but that there is only One God but He goes by many names.  Some times He calls Himself Jehovah Jirah, sometimes Jehovah Nissi, sometimes Elohim, sometimes El Shaddai.  We previously did a study on the various names for God and we know that God uses different names for Himself simply to reveal His different attributes.  Prayer is not only knowing WHO God is, but it is knowing that God IS!!!  It is knowing that God truly exists and that He is a compassionate and loving God.  It is knowing that God is not simply some cosmic force out in the universe that has no personal interest in you!  But it is knowing God as your Heavenly Father, a Father who wants to be personally involved in every area in your life.  When I say that prayer is KNOWING that God IS, I remember a song that we use to sing years ago entitled “GOD IS!”  It went something like this, “God is the joy and the strength of my life.  He moves all pain, misery and strife.  I want to go with Him when He comes back.  I’ve come too far and I’ll never turn back!  God is!  God is!  God is my all and all.”  Thank you Jesus!  Prayer is know WHO God is and that God IS, that God is real and that He will always remain faithful to you!
Secondly prayer is praising and worshipping God.  Acts 16:22-26  “The crowd joined in the attack against Paul and Silas, and the magistrates ordered them to be stripped and beaten.  After they had been severely flogged, they were thrown into prison and the jailer was commanded to guard them carefully.  Upon receiving such orders, he put them in the inner cell and fastened their feet in the stocks.  About midnight Paul and Silas were PRAYING and SINGING HYMNS (praising and worshipping) to God, and the other prisoners were listening to them.  Suddenly there was such a violent earthquake that the foundations of the prison were shaken.  At once all the prison doors flew open, and everybody’s chains came loose.”  Hallelujah!!!  (comments H.S.)  Sometimes we feel trapped by a situation where it seems like there’s no way out.  Perhaps it is a relationship that’s going nowhere or a difficult job or you’re in debt because of past bad financial decisions.  Whatever our situation, God wants us to keep on praying, which also includes to keep on praising and worshipping Him!  He is more than able and ready to deliver us!
Paul and Silas didn’t sit around in prison discussing why things went wrong.  They could have accused God of being unjust, for he was the One who had called them to Macedonia, but they did not.  As they laid there bruised and bleeding after a severe beating, they prayed and sang praised to God.  Soon afterward, God flung open the prison doors.  The doors to our “prisons” will swing open in God’s own timing, but prayer WITH praise and worship in the midst of these circumstances will FREE our hearts and minds.  (comments – H.S.)
Thirdly, prayer is coming to God with a teachable spirit.  Turn to Psalm 86:11  “Teach me your way, O Lord, and I will walk in your truth; give me an undivided heart, that I may fear your Name.”  A lot of times as Pastors or teachers, we talk about the teachable moment.  This means that something may occur that you can expound on at that moment to teach a life lesson.  But David in this prayer is opening himself up to receive and hear from God.  He is opening Himself up to receive revelation, wisdom and knowledge from God.  To truly pray to God you have to be willing to allow God to also speak to your heart and mind.  It is allowing you to hear from God.  It is removing all thoughts or things that would hinder you from hearing a word from the Lord.  Prayer is listening for the voice of God as well as bringing your petitions before Him.  What is the point of going to God in prayer, asking for His advice and counsel and then being unwilling to listen for His voice of instructions.  You ask, ‘what is prayer?’  Prayer is communication with God having a teachable spirit.
Fourthly, prayer is blessing the Lord.  Turn to Psalm 92:1-2  “It is a good thing to give thanks unto the Lord, and to sing praises unto thy name, O most High:  To shew forth thy lovingkindness in the morning, and thy faithfulness every night.”  You say how is this text showing us how to bless the Lord?  Maybe if I re-read it from the NIV  “It is good to...proclaim your love in the morning and your faithfulness at night.”  It blesses the Lord when we come to Him first thing in the morning talking to Him about His love and mercy.  Thanking Him for how He allowed us to lay down and rest and then woke us up with His finger of love in the morning.  That blesses Him!  It blesses God when He is the first One that we want to greet and talk to in the morning!  It blesses Him when we wake up with God on our mind!  It blesses Him when we prepare our day’s agenda with His wise counsel.  Hallelujah and thank you Jesus!!!  But notice what else this text says.  It says “it is a good thing…to proclaim His faithfulness at night.”  That means not only do we start our day off with Him but we end our day with Him as well.  In the evening we proclaim His faithfulness in keeping us and our loved ones safe all day.  In the evening we thank Him for how He blessed us and kept us.  In the evening we can sit back and review all that God has done for us in the course of the day and we loudly proclaim that the God we serve is faithful!  This reminds me of another Psalm of David – Psalm 103:1-5  “Bless the Lord, O my soul:  and all that is within me, bless his holy name.  Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits:  “Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases.  Who redeemeth thy life from destruction; who crowneth thee with lovingkindness and tender mercies; Who satisfieth thy mouth with good things; so that thy youth is renewed like the eagle’s.”  What is David doing here?  He is recounting God faithfulness to him, he is blessing the Lord.  That’s exact what prayer is.  It is blessing our Lord and our God!!!
I’ve given you four very important texts to show you what prayer is.  So we have seen that prayer is knowing that God IS, prayer is praising and worshipping God, prayer is coming to God with a teachable spirit and prayer is blessing the Lord.  So now that I have shown you WHAT prayer is and your outlines have shown you HOW to pray or the criteria in getting a prayer through, then, briefly, I need to show you some hindrances to prayer. 
Turn to Isaiah 59:1-2  “Surely the arm of the Lord is not too short to save, nor his ear too dull to hear.  But your iniquities have separated you from your God; your sins have hidden his face from you, so that he will not hear.”  (comments – H.S.)  This text clearly shows us that unconfessed sin will hinder our prayers from being answered.
Turn to James 4:2-3  “You want something but don’t get it.  You kill and covet, but you cannot have what you want.  You quarrel and fight.  You do not have, because you do not ask God.  When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures.”  (comments – H.S.)  Our prayers are not answered when we ask with a selfish spirit.  When we are asking just to satisfy our own lust and desires!
Turn to I Peter 3:7  “Husbands, in the same way be considerate as you live with your wives, and treat them with respect as the weaker partner and as heirs with you of the gracious gift of life, so that nothing with hinder your prayers.”  (KJV – “…your prayers be not hindered.”)  (comments – H.S.)  How we treat our spouses will effect how our prayers are answered!

Prayer.  What prayer is.  How to pray.  Hindrances to prayer.  God has given us all three of these vital areas that we need to put into place in our lives.  Because as kingdom kids, we have to live according to kingdom principles.  And the kingdom principle that God would have us to center on today is PRAYER.  If there is a time in which we need to know about having an effective prayer life, it is TODAY!!!
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