WHERE HAVE ALL THE SWEETHEARTS GONE - 2/11/07

PRAYER

Scripture:  3:1-5

Since Wednesday is Valentine Day - a day that has been ordained to celebrate romantic love - we have deemed this Sunday to be Sweetheart Sunday.  When I suggested to everyone to bring their ‘sweethearts’ to church with them today, I received all kinds of responses.  I even suggested that since we have so many beautiful children in our congregation - that someone had to have a ‘sweetheart’ somewhere.  The replies that I got were amusing in a way - but in another way they were troublesome.

Some of the responses were ‘I may have a child/children but I’m not going to bring THAT person with me.’  Some said - ‘I have a sweetheart but they won’t come to church with me.’  While others couldn’t decide on  which ‘sweetheart’ to invite.  While others simply said - ‘I don’t have a sweetheart!’  So my question to you all this morning is ‘where have all the sweethearts gone?’  Now there may be some people in here this morning that are thinking either “I’m too old to have a sweetheart or I’m too young to have a sweetheart, so the sermon this morning is not for me.”  Well, that may be so but just digest the message anyway so you can share it with someone that it does apply to.

For those of you who have said that you have children by someone but no longer want them to be involved in your life, let’s look at this Scripture again that we just read.  Song of Songs 3:1-5  “All night long on my bed I looked for the one my heart loves; I looked for him but did not find him.  I will get up now and go about the city, through its streets and squares; I will search for the one my heart loves.  So I looked for him but did not find him.  The watchmen found me as they made their rounds in the city.  ‘Have you seen the one my heart loves?’  Scarcely had I passed them when I found the one my heart loves.  I held him and would not let him go till I had brought him to my mother’s house, to the room of the one who conceived me.  Daughters of Jerusalem, I charge you by the gazelles and by the does of the field:  Do not arouse or awaken love until it so desires.”  Wow!  What do we have going on here that can apply to us today.  And remember we want to apply this Scripture to those of you who say that you once had a sweetheart and they fathered or gave birth to your child - but you no longer want them to be involved in your life!

In this text we see a young woman - and she is looking for love.  Matter of fact - you can even say that she is ‘longing’ for love, for someone that she can call her own.  Scripture says that she was looking everywhere to find this man.  It says that she even went out in the streets looking for him.  Now in today’s vernacular we could say - that she went to the clubs, bars, the single’s joints, went on the net, everywhere trying to find this man.

Then one day she meets him and they hit it off good, they started talking, they like the same things, the conversation flowed easily and freely and she become ‘physically’ attracted to him. Scripture does not imply that they have become sexually involved yet - but we know that in today’s society, they have!  They’ve done the deed - and now she is really head over heels in what she calls love.  But to be more accurate it would be safe to say - that now she is in love with the idea of being in love.

Look at the 4th verse - “I held him and would not let him go till I had brought him to my mother’s house…”   Next thing you know - what does she start doing - she starts pushing things a little bit too fast - she starts pushing for a commitment from him.  She won’t let up until he finally agrees to go home with her to meet her mother.  Or in today’s culture, she wants to take him home to meet her children.

The key verse in all of this is verse 5 (b)  “Do not arouse or awaken love until it so desires.”  You say what does that mean?  It means that if you are physically attracted to someone don’t allow those feelings to immediately make you think that you are in ‘love’ with them and become sexually involved prematurely.  Don’t allow your physical attraction for someone to push you into making a commitment as serious as having a child with them before you really even ‘know’ that person.  Don’t allow your desire to have ‘someone’ in your life - make you settle for anyone or anything!  Don’t arouse or awaken love until is so desires.  Don’t allow yourself to think that you are in love enough to make a commitment when you have never allowed ‘love’ to grow whereby it can become a lifetime commitment!

Or to make it short and simple ‘don’t move too soon!’  Where have all the sweethearts gone - they have gone on the wayside - because we moved too soon!  As soon as we recognize that our feelings are romantic, we should ask the Lord FIRST whether to proceed with the relationship and how.  Remember, God always wants the best for us!!!  Most of the problems that we have with mates that are no longer in the picture is because we left God out of the equation.  We think, oh, I can handle this situation myself.  But remember, no matter how mature we think we are, it is hard to think clearing when those passionate urgings start churning inside of us!!!

Now for those of you who say that you have sweethearts - but they won’t come to church with you.  Turn to 2 Cor. 6:14-16  “Do not be yoked together with unbelievers.  For what do righteousness and wickedness have in common?  Or what fellowship can light have with darkness?”  What harmony is there between Christ and Belial?  What does a believer have in common with an unbeliever.  What agreement is there between the temple of God and idols?  For we are the temple of the living God.  As God has said:  “I will live with them and walk among them, and I will be their God, and they will be my people.”  (comments - H.S.)

God is urging us as believers not to form binding relationships with nonbelievers, because this might weaken our Christian commitment, integrity, or standards.  We are to be active in our witness for Christ to nonbelievers, but we should not lock ourselves into personal or business relations that could cause us to compromise our faith and cause us to have divided loyalties.  If you are in a relationship that is causing you to choose between them and serving God, you need to choose God because He is the only One that will supply all your needs!  Being in a relationship with an unbeliever will not work - sever that relationship!  It is not of God!!!

Now, unfortunately, some of you may be married to someone who is not a believer.  Well, God also addresses that in Scripture.  He tells you to stay with that person, living a Christ-like life before that - so that they, too, may one day give their life to Christ!

For those of you who are married and you feel like your sweethearts days are over.  I want you to remember what God tells us in Rev. 2:4-5  “You have forsaken your first love…repent, and do the things you did at first.”  Putting this same principle in the marriage setting - God is saying that one of the reasons that many of us don’t have ‘sweethearts’ in our marriage setting is because we have ‘left our first love.’  No, this is not talking about the first person that you ‘thought’ you were in love with.  It is talking about you have forgotten how to show your mate the same love and passion that you did when you first got married!  God says, ‘repent’ and start doing the same things that you did when you first met them if you want to put some ‘romance’ back into your relationship.

So often, after we have been together for a while, we get so bogged down in raising the children, working on our jobs, taking care of our daily household chores that we start to neglect our mates.  There are a few Scriptures that God would have you to look at for a moment.  Turn to Prov. 14:1  “A wise woman builds her house, but with her own hands the foolish one tears hers down.  (comments - H.S. wise woman or a wise man)

Prov. 21:9  “Better to live on a corner of the roof than share a house with a quarrelsome wife. & vs. 19  “Better to live in a desert than with a quarrelsome and ill-tempered wife.”  (comments - H.S.)

Prov. 16:24  “Pleasant words are a honeycomb, sweet to the soul and healing to the bones.”  (comments - H.S.)

Putting passion and romance back into a relationship requires effort from both partners - this is one thing that you can’t go it alone!!!  But, ultimately, remember the best of relationships are only superficial if you don’t have Christ in the midst of it.  Because Christ is the One who will love you and already does love you with an unconditional love.  And His love will remain throughout eternity!  Amen!
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