THE MAJESTY OF GOD
PRAYER

The week that we have just gone through has been challenging to say the least.  The entire state of Maryland was immobilized for an entire week.  With the snow fall came blizzard conditions, white-out areas, winds howling and snow drifts forming.  Cars and trucks were covered in mounds of snow and streets were virtually impassable.  I don’t need to describe this in any more detail because all of us experienced it.  With the snow storm we had in December and the two that we just experienced, we have received a record amount of snow.
Now there may be someone here who is thinking, “I didn’t come to church to hear about snow.  Matter of fact I don’t even want to think about snow.   After all today is Valentine’s Day, it’s Sweetheart Sunday; I want to hear about love and romance and how we are suppose to treat one another.”  Well, I have to tell you that I can’t give you what you want today.  But I can give you what you NEED!    When I tell you the title of this sermon you will understand what I mean by that.  Throughout this storm, people have been grumbling and complaining (including myself).  But besides doing that, one thing I did do was to pray and ask God what He would have us to learn from all of this.  And the one answer that I got was that God is reminding us who it is that is in control!
So often as we run to and fro, we start to believe that we are actually the one who is controlling things.  Often we are so dependent on technology that we leave God completely out of the equation.  But God showed us this week that with all of our technology and with all of our gadgets, He can completely shut us down in a twinkling of an eye.  With that thought in mind, I need to let you know what we are going to be talking about this morning and what is the title of this sermon.  Our message today is on the Majesty of God!  And in thinking about the majesty of God, we must remember that God has a purpose in all that He allows.  So often when things happen that throw us off our schedules or hinders us from falling through on our plans, we question God.  (There is nothing wrong with questioning God, it is how we do it that is the problem.)    And we ask that age old question, why me?  We begin to complain and think, ‘I don’t deserve this.  I’m a good person.  God should have kept this from happening to me.  Why all this snow?  God knows the things that I have to do.  Well, let’s look in Scripture and see what God has to say about our complaining and about snow.
Turn to Job 37:5-13  God’s voice thunders in marvelous ways; he does great things beyond our understanding.  He says to the snow, ‘Fall on the earth,’ and to the rain shower, ‘Be a mighty downpour.  So that all men he has made may know his work, he stops every man from his labor.  Vs. 10  “The breath of God produces ice, and the broad waters become frozen.  He loads the clouds with moisture, he scatters his lightning through them.  At his direction they swirl around over the face of the whole earth to do whatever he commands them.  He brings the clouds to punish men, or to water his earth and show his love.”
My brothers and sisters in Christ, God is trying to tell us something.  Notice the key points in this text.

· When God speaks – He sometimes thunders in marvelous ways that are beyond our understanding.  (Yes, He speaks in a still, small voice.  But at times He ‘thunders.’  comments – H.S.)

· At His discretions, He sends the snow that can turn into a blizzard.  (comments – H.S.)
· He speaks to the rain shower that can be as soft as a summer rain or a mighty as a Hurricane Katrina.

· In order to reveal His majesty, He uses the elements to stop humankind from being able to work.  (Does that sound familiar?)

· The very breath of God can produce a ice storm and everything becomes frozen.

· He loads the clouds with moisture and their contents fall, swirling over the earth.  Sometimes even creating a ‘white-out’ effect.  Why does God do these things?
For one of two reason, either to punish humankind or to water His earth and to show His love.
Many people today don’t like to hear that things happen because God is punishing us.     They loudly proclaim, God is a God of love.  He wouldn’t use nature to punish us.  But let me ask those of you who are parents a question.  Do you love your children?  Prayerfully, some of you said yes!  When we punish our children don’t we do it as an act of love?  Don’t we do it to teach and correct them?  Don’t we do it to show that we are the ones who are in charge and that we expect to receive respect and honor from them?  Don’t we do it to show that we are the authority figure and we expect them to listen to us?  Well, why would it be any different with God?
Notice, again, that God said in our text that He uses the elements (the snow this week) to keep us from going to work.  Why would He want to do that?  Could it be that He wanted you to be home to spend more time with your family.  You know how people can get so busy making that ‘all mighty’ buck.  And they never have time to sit down and watch television with their children.  Or they never have time to play games with their family.  And some people even never have time to talk to their families.  Well, what if God shut the entire state down this week, so that you would have time to do just that?   What if God shut the entire state down this week and didn’t allow you to go to work just so that you would spend more time with Him?  That’s a mind-boggling thought isn’t it?  What if God did this just to allow you more time to rest your mind and your body?  Could it possibly be that God is that concerned about you?  Of course, the answer to all of this is a resounding yes!  God wants all of that for you and even more.  I believe that God did all of this to once again remind us of His majesty and power.  Sometimes we forget what a powerful and awesome God that we serve.  And He deserves all of our honor, our glory and our praise.  But some kind of way, many people have lost their ‘awe’ of Him.  Yes, we say that He is awesome.  When was the last time that you stood with mouth gaping and heart pounding AWE of Him and His majesty.  We stand in awe of a rocket ship going to the moon.  We stand in awe of the internet and new cell phones.  We stand in awe of a particular performance, whether at an opera, play and yes, even a sport event.  I see and hear people walking around ‘high-fiving’ one another, saying:  “Man, did you see that shot he took, it was awesome!’  But when was the last time you said or even thought that about God.  It is not enough simply to give lip-service to God’s greatness and power, we need to stand in awe of Him.
Several places that you can go to in Scripture says that we are to ‘fear the Lord.’  The word fear in this context does not mean shaking in your boots.  But the word fear means reverential fear.  Or reverential awe.  (comments – H.S.)  God wants us to give us glimpse of His awesome power, so that we will long to be in His presence!!!  I believe that God allow this snow storm this week and shut down this entire State to reveal to us His majesty and power.  There are so many people who doubt God and His greatness and power.  There are people who deny His majesty everyday.  How?  Every time you go to a government building and cannot use the name of Christ, you are denying His majesty.  Every time we allow historians to twist history to deny that this country was founded on Christian principles, we deny our God.  Every time we allow it to continue that there is no prayer in school, we deny His greatness.  Every time we are afraid to speak up for Christ, we deny His power.  Every time we allow ‘wrong’ to be taught as ‘right’ and vice versa, we are denying His sovereignty.  Every time we deny the power of His Word, we are denying all that God is!!!
So many people who are considered to be the educated ones, deny that our God even exist.  There may be someone here this morning, who thinks that they know more than God.  They refuse to give God the glory and honor and praise due to Him because they think they are in control or know more than God. Well, I would like to use the words of God when He spokes to Job to silence these claims.  Turn to:
Job 38:1-30 (NIV)  “Then the Lord answered Job out of the storm (notice it’s in the middle of a storm again).  He said:  “Who is this that darkens my counsel with words without knowledge?  Brace yourself like a man; I will question you, and you shall answer me.

     “Where were you when I laid the earth’s foundation?  Tell me, if you understand.  Who marked off its dimensions?  Surely you know!  Who stretched a measuring line across it?  On what were its footings set, or who laid its cornerstone—while the morning stars sang together and all the angels shouted for joy?

     “Who shut up the sea behind doors when it burst forth from the womb, when I made the clouds its garment and wrapped it in thick darkness, when I fixed limits for it and set its doors and bars in place.  When I said, ‘This far you may come and no farther; here is where your proud waves halt?
      Have you given orders to the morning, or shown the dawn its place, that it might take the earth by the edges and shake the wicked out of it?
     Vs. 16  “Have you journeyed to the springs of the sea or walked in the recesses of the deep?  Have the gates of death been shown to you?  Have you seen the gates of the shadow of death?  Have you comprehended the vast expanses of the earth?  Tell me if you know all this.

     “What is the way to the abode of light?  And here does darkness reside?  Can you take them to their places?  Do you know the paths to their dwellings?  Surely you know, for you were already born?  You have lived so many years!

     “Have you entered the storehouses of the snow or seen the storehouses of the hail, which I reserve for times of trouble, for days of war and battle?  What is the way to the place where the lightning is dispersed, or the place where the east winds are scattered over the earth?  Who cuts a channel for the torrents of rain, and a path for the thunderstorm, to water a land where no man lives, a desert with no one in it, to satisfy a desolate wasteland and make it sprout with grass?
     “Does the rain have a father?  Who fathers the drops of dew?  From whose womb comes the ice?  Who gives birth to the frost from the heavens when the waters becomes hard as stone, when the surface of the deep is frozen?”

     Vs. 34  “Can you raise your voice to the clouds and cover yourself with a flood of water?  Do you send the lightning bolts on their way?  Do they report to you, ‘Here we are’?  Who endowed the heart with wisdom or gave understanding to the mind?”

Let me stop right there.  I believe God has proven His point!  He is the One who is in control and He is the One who deserves all of our honor, glory and praise.  Learn to stand in reverential awe of Him.  Each day look for things that reveal His power and majesty and then in return, give Him your praise!  Thank you Jesus!!!
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