ROMANCE IN RELATIONSHIPS

PRAYER

Scripture:   Gen. 29:15-20
You have heard over the past month or so that God is calling us as Christian to live a ‘God-honoring life.’  We have seen thus far that God wants us to live a God-honoring life in respect to our Sabbath, remembering to keep it holy.  Now God has us going through a series of sermons on living a God-honoring life in our relationships.
Since today is Sweetheart Sunday, because of Valentine’s Day, our sermon this morning is going to be ‘Romance in Relationships.’  On Valentine’s Day our mind normally goes to things of love, to romantic things i.e., a candlelight dinner, dancing, flowers, box of candy, and, prayerfully, all of these are leading up to the ultimate expression of romance and that is marriage.  For that purpose God has given me the task of bringing you a two-fold sermon;  A two-fold sermon that is talking about romance in our relationship with our marriage partner and romance/passion in our relationship with Him.
Perhaps you are thinking how can those two subjects possibly mix?  How are they interrelated to one another?  So first of all I need to show you some Scriptures that will help you to understand my train of thought.  Turn to John 3:28-29  “Ye yourselves bear me witness, that I said, I am not the Christ, but that I am sent before him.  He that hath the bride is the bridegroom:  but the friend of the bridegroom, which standeth and heareth him, rejoiceth greatly because of the bridegroom’s voice:  this my joy therefore is fulfilled.
In this text, John is adamantly letting his followers know that he was not the promised messiah.  He goes on and gives the analogy of the bride and the bridegroom.  He is given the analogy that Jesus is the bridegroom and that John, his friend, is simply rejoicing in the joy that the bridegroom has when his bride is presented unto him.  So in this text, again, Jesus is being referred to as the bridegroom and we as the church are being called the bride.
Turn to Eph. 5:25  “Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it…vs. 32 “This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the church.  God is letting us know that husbands are to love their wives with the same type of sacrificial love that Christ had for the church.  Again, we see the analogy of Christ being the bridegroom and the church as the bride.

Turn to Rev. 19:7  “Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honor to him:  for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready.”  This is the third Scripture (and not all of them) that depicts Christ as the bridegroom and we as the church are the bride.  In this text God is talking about when Christ (the bridegroom) comes back to earth to receive us (the bride) so we can rejoice and celebrate the marriage supper (reception) together!!!
Now are you starting to get an idea of how passion in our human marriage on this earth is interrelated to our passion in our spiritual marriage to Christ?  This, my brothers and sisters in Christ should give you an idea of how important marriage is to God.  And why God would use the idea of marriage in our relationship with Him!  Because our marriages here on earth are SUPPOSE to be a mini-heaven.  It is supposed to be a reflection of what our relationship with God in heaven is designed to be.  Husbands and wives are to reflect the goodness, mercy, longsuffering, compassion and understanding of their Creator in their relationships.  And we as the church, we as the bride of Christ are to reflect and operate in the goodness, mercy, longsuffering, compassion and understanding of our Lord Jesus the Christ, who is OUR bridegroom.
So let’s look at passion/romance in our physical marriage first.  In our text we have young man named Jacob.  He had to live home in a hurry because of family problems.  He traveled a great distance and came to his Uncle Laban’s home.  And as any man should, he started working on his farm to pay for his upkeep.  One day his Uncle Laban came to him and said, “Just because you are a relative of mine, should you work for me for nothing?  Tell me what your wages should be.”  Now Laban was a prosperous farmer and Jacob could have asked him for anything.  But while Jacob had been working there he had been looking around.  Laban had two daughters, one who was Leah, who in some text is referred to as cross-eyed.  But there was another daughter and her name was Rachael and Scripture calls her “lovely in form and beautiful.”  (comments – H.S.)
Jacob told Laban, “I’ll work for you seven years in return for your younger daughter,  Rachael.”  Laban agreed!   “So Jacob served seven years to get Rachel, but they seemed like only a few days to him because of his love for her.”  I want you to remember that Jacob could have requested to marry Rachel right away.  But instead HE came up with the idea of working seven years to be able to better be prepared to take her as his wife.  What is he doing?  He is valuing her!!!  (Seven years of working – what would that be equal to in today’s job market?)
If you want romance and passion in her relationship you must VALUE the other person!!!  You can not be constantly putting her down by thought, word or deed.  What do I mean?  You can devalue a person not only by cruel, harsh and unkind words that come out of your mouth.  But you can devalue them by your attitude, i.e., of never wanting to spend any time with them, by not communicating with them.  (Just as a side note, communication is to a marriage what blood is to life!)  You can devalue a person by showing that when you are there with them, you would rather be somewhere else!  There are many ways that you can demean or devalue someone else!
If you want your relationship to work, DON’T MAJOR ON THE NEGATIVE!!!  (comments – H.S.)  We have to learn to embrace our differences.  Often, the very things that we complain about with our mate are the very things that attracted us to them in the first place.  (example:  dating – you like the strong, SILENT type.  Married – you complain that they don’t talk to you!)  We need to learn to use the ways that we are different to compliment and to complete one another!
If you value your mate, you will sit down and discuss better ways that you can treat one another!  You won’t do anything out of selfish motivation because you value the other person and you are concerned about how they will feel about it!  Jacob valued Rachel and considered it a privilege to work seven years to earn the right to marry her.  If you want your relationship to flourish – you, too, must learn to value your mate realizing that it is a privilege for you to have that person in your life.  It is a privilege for you to have them become the mother or the father of your children!  And it is a privilege to work and make a home for them!
What is the next thing that this text shows us?  The next thing that it shows us is that Jacob was willing to invest TIME in his relationship!  Now I know that everyone in here knows that it takes time to cultivate deep and long-lasting relationships.  So many of us have become an instant generation, i.e., instant pudding, instant grits, microwave dinners, instant satisfaction.  But one particular area that that does not work in is in relations.
Don’t think that there will be romance/passion in your relationships if you spend all of your time on your work, whether it’s church work on your secular job!  People must be more important than our programs, quality must take priority over quantity and our own families must come before other people!!!  Your love in your marriage will either live or die.  What kills love?  Love dies when you spend little or not time together and when you stop sharing activities that are mutually enjoyable.  Love will live or it will die based on whether you and your mate continue to date one another.  What does that mean - doing things together that you enjoy over a period of time.  Love dies from failure on the part of both individuals to take the time to reinforce appropriate behavior in each other.  Smiling, caressing, complimenting, showing compassion, and spending time together are behaviors in marriage that must be reinforced.  If not, love can die!

What is the third and final point for today that we can learn from Jacob and Rachel.  Turn to Song of Songs 5:10-16  “My lover is radiant and ruddy, outstand among ten thousand.  His head is purest gold; his hair is wavy and black as a raven, His eyes are like doves by the water streams, washed in milk, mounted like jewels.  His cheeks are like beds of spice yielding perfume.  His lips are like lilies dripping with myrrh.  His arms are rods of gold set with chrysolite.  His body is like polished ivory decorated with sapphires.  His legs are pillars of marble set on bases of pure gold.  His appearance is like Lebanon, choice as its cedars.  His mouth is sweetness itself; he is altogether lovely.  This is my love, this is my friend!!!”  Wow!
The bride is describing the bridegroom.  She is waiting for him with anticipation on their wedding bed.  And the key as to how and why she loves him so passionately and with complete abandonment is in the last verse  “This is my love, this is my friend.”  When Jacob deemed to work for his wife for seven years, he was determining to take the time to become FRIENDS BEFORE they became LOVERS.  To have LASTING romance in a relationship, you need to be friends as much as lovers.  One of the reasons that so many relationships have not worked is because they have begun with physical attractions, that developed into lust, that culminated in sexual relations.  But the time was never taken to become friends first and then to allow love to develop!

Friendship has to be a natural component of love.  Yet it is sad to see the number of married couples who are lovers, but not friends.  To be a friend requires and openness and familiarity that some aren’t willing to risk.  There is a story of the late author Tom Marshall who wrote, “One of my most wonderful memories is the day my wife said to me, “Do you know that you’re my best friend.’ It is wonderful because I can think of the early years of our marriage life when she could not and would not have said that of me.  It took me far longer than it should have to learn that besides a husband and a lover and a provider, my wife needed me to be a friend, I put on her gravestone the verse from the Song of Songs that I would have wanted her to put on mine:  ‘This is my beloved and this is my friend.’”  (comments – H.S.)
Jacob worked for his beloved for seven years because he (1) valued her (2) invest time in the relationship (3) to develop a friendship before they became lovers.  And Scripture said that at the end of the seven years – Jacob said that the time seemed “like only a few days to him because of his love for her.”  (comments – H.S.)
These points will bring romance and passion into any relationship.  That is why over and over again God uses marriage to illustrate the relationship between Christ and the church.  Because Christ (1) valued us – He valued us so much that He was willing to die in our place.  That’s how valuable we are to Him!!!  (2) Christ is willing to invest time in our relationship – because Scripture teaches that He is patient – waiting for us to turn to him and love him with the same sacrificial passion that He has for us.  (3)  Christ established a friendship with us – because Scripture says that ‘greater love has no man than this, than to lay down his life for a friend!
So now can you see the correlation between marriages on this earth our relationship to our Lord and Savior Jesus the Christ.  God wants you to have romance and passion in your marriage relationship and God wants you to have passion in your relationship with Him.  Whereby you love Him, with all your heart, your mind, your soul and your strength!!!
Amen!!!
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