TRANSFIGURED BY CHRIST - 2-18-07

PRAYER

Scripture:  Luke 9:28-32

At this point and time in our Lord and Savior Jesus’ life - He is preparing to enter into the greatest trial in His life.  Some of you may think that Jesus never really had in trials, that He never had times of frustration, temptation or times when He felt the world was crushing in all around Him, but He did!
You must remember that when Jesus came into this earth realm - He limited Himself.  He laid aside His robes of glory, He laid aside His power and He came to live as a human being so that He could experience all of the same things that we have to experience.  So - as I already said -   Jesus is now preparing to enter into the greatest trial of His life.  He is preparing to go to the cross and all the grueling things that will precede that.  How do I know that this is what He is preparing for?  Because vs. 31 “…and spake of his decease which he should accomplish at Jerusalem.”
So with this in mind - what does Jesus do?  Scripture says that He goes up into the mountain, taking three of His disciples, Peter, James and John went Him.  What does He go up into the mountain to do?  He goes up to pray!  And just as a little side note - whenever you are getting ready to enter into a time of trial, you had better make sure that you are prayed-up!
And as He was praying - suddenly He was transfigured, or in other words, His whole countenance was changed.  Scripture says that “His raiment (KJV) was white and glistening.”  And it says that suddenly two men (who had been physically dead for years) appeared with Him.  They were Moses and Elias.  Moses represented the Law and Elias represented the Prophets.  They were there laying their commission at His feet.  You say, Pastor, what do you mean by that?  I mean that in the Old Testament Moses had been commissioned to give the people the law, to teach them how to live before God.  And Elias had been commissioned to preach the word and to do signs and wonders in the Name of God.  With them being there at that particular time - it was as though they were saying ‘in effect’, “we have done what God the Father has commissioned us to do, but we could only take the people so far.  Now the rest is up to you!  We could only show them what the law said, but now it is up to you to do what the law requires.  We could teach them, we could preach to them, but only you can save them!
And then something else happened - Scripture says that when Moses and Elias appeared along side of Jesus that suddenly a cloud covered them as they discussed the things to come concerning Jesus’ death.  It kind of reminds me of the ‘cone of silence’ that they use to depict in the t.v. series - Maxwell Smart.  (comments - H.S.)  This cloud that covered them represented the presence of Almighty God being there.  It was the Shekinah glory of God.  It was the same cloud that led the people of Israel by day, and the fire that led them by night.  Hallelujah!  Jesus was transfigured that day and He was receiving His ‘operating instructions!”
Brothers and sisters in Christ - that’s what I want to talk to you about this morning.  I want to talk to you about your being ‘transformed’ by the power of the Holy Spirit.  And I want to talk to you about being given your ‘operating instructions’ through the Word of God!  Turn to I Peter 1:15-16  “But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation; Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.”
My brothers and sisters in Christ - each of us must know that when God saves us, He expects a change to take place within our lives.  We need to realize that God expects holiness not to be a denomination but He expects holiness to be a way of life.  Why?  Because we are now children of God and He expects our lives to emulate His.  Every parent that has a child expects the child to have at least some of the characteristics of them.  How much more so - when we are birthed into the family of God, God expects for us to have His characteristics as well.  And the one characteristic that He is looking for today is HOLINESS. Turn to Eph. 5:27 “That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be HOLY and without blemish.”
Scripture is saying that when Jesus comes back he wants to present US to Himself - without spot or wrinkle, a holy people.  We are the church.  Why is it that holiness does not seem to be something that people preach about or even talk about very much?  It’s like we think that holiness has been done away with in this modern day that we live in.  It’s like we think that we can live any kind of life that we choose and still be acceptable to God.
Turn to Luke 1:74 -75 “That he would grant unto us, that we, being delivered out of the hand of our enemies, might serve him without fear, In holiness and righteousness before him, all the days of our life.”   In our original Scripture texts in Luke 9 - it is talking about the transfiguration of Christ.  But God wants us to take an entirely different direction with us - He wants us to talk about the transfiguration of us!  And He wants to see that transfiguration being visible in our every day life.
Look at what we just read in Luke 1 - it says that God has delivered us out of the hand of our enemy.  When Jesus saved us - He delivered us out of Satan’s kingdom and out of His power.  We no longer have to live in fear of what Satan will do to us - because we no longer belong to his kingdom.  Satan has lied to so many of us - making us think that if we start trying to live holy like God has commanded that we will miss out on so many things.  He has lied to us trying to make us believe that if we don’t lie and cheat a little bit - we never be able to make it in this world.  And then how will we support and take care of our families? Satan has lied to us to make us think that if we don’t follow the world’s dictates as far as dating is concerned that we will always be alone.  But remember, Satan is a liar and the father of lies.  Scripture tells us here that we don’t have to serve God and still be fearful of what Satan will do to us!  You don’t have to be fearful of:
· trials of life - because I hear God saying in Isa. 43:2  “When thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee; and through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee; when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither shall the flame kindle upon thee.
· lack - 2 Cor. 9:8  “And God is able to make all grace abound toward you, that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things…”
· Satan’s attack - because just as God shut the mouths of the Lions with Daniel in the lion’s den, God can shut the mouth of Satan as well.
Don’t allow Satan to delude you into thinking that living a holy life is not necessary to enter the kingdom of God, that all you have to do is confess Jesus as Lord and continue living “any which way you can.”  Turn to I Cor. 6:9-11  “Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God?  Be not deceived:  neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God.  And SUCH WERE SOME OF YOU: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the Name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.  Hallelujah!!!!!!  (comments - H.S.)

God is calling you and He is calling me to a holy life.  It is not an option - that we can take it or leave it.  It is a command of God.  We are to live holy in every area of our lives, living holy with our mates being the kind of husband/wife God has called us to be.  We are to live holy before our children - not telling them ‘do what I say, don’t do what I do.’  We are to live holy on our jobs - so that we can be a witness as to what a child of God is all about.  We are to live holy in our schools - not ‘going along to get along!’  God is calling for us to be transfigured, to be changed.  Remember He has told us numerous times ‘if any man be in Christ Jesus, old things are passed away - all things become new.”
Now there may be some astute person here is saying - okay, Pastor, I get the point.  I want to live the holy life - but I just don’t know how.  Or, I just don’t have the strength to do it.  And the answer to both of those statements are the same.  The Holy Spirit will show you how to live the holy life through the written Word of God.  And the Holy Spirit will give you the power or the strength to live the Christian life.  God will do it all - you just have to ‘give it up.’  You say give what up.  Give up your will and your way to God!  It’s like that old clishe - ‘let go and let God.’
Once you ‘give up’ then you have to ‘give-in.’ You have to give in to God’s will and God’s way.  Jesus was transfigured while He was praying.  You too can be transfigured while you’re praying.  Because whether you know it or not, prayer is for your benefit not God’s.  Prayer is designed to change your heart and your mind - not God’s.  James 4:8 tells us ‘draw near to God and He will draw near to you.’  That’s what you need to do to live the holy life - draw closer to God everyday.  And the closer you get to God, the more your sinful ways will be burned off of you and the new ‘transfigured’ person on the inside will come shining through.  Remember God commands us “BE YE HOLY, AS I AM HOLY!’
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