TOO MANY HYPOCRITES IN THE CHURCH

PRAYER

Scripture:  Acts 26:16-18

This sermon will be the final one in our series on “Excuses.”  We have been looking at the excuses that people will use as to why they haven’t given their life to Christ.  While this sermon series is not ‘all inclusive’ on the excuses you will hear, this series will equip you to be able to intelligently challenge their excuses.  Before I give you the final excuse that we will examine in this series, I need to again bring the reason why we have embarked on this series of sermons.  You all know that God has told us that our focus for the year of 2010 is Each One Reach One.  I have shown you from various base Scriptures that this is not just our focus for this year, but ‘each one reaching one’ is a God given commission for us as believers.  We saw in Scripture where God told us to “…look on the fields for the are white for harvest.  Pray ye that the Lord of the harvest will send forth laborers into His fields.  From that God showed us that white for harvest means that if the crop is not harvested immediately it will be lost.  We know that God was not talking about a literal crop but that He was talking about the souls of humankind.  And God is letting us know that unless we immediately go out and share Jesus with the unsaved, some of them will be eternally lost!!!  We, also, looked at Scripture a couple of weeks ago where Jesus told us to “…go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost; Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you…”  We know that that is called the ‘Great Commission,’ where we are told to share the Good News of Jesus Christ with people of all nations, creeds, religions and ethnic backgrounds.  Over and over again we are told, as Christians, to go and lead others to Christ.  This morning our text gives the same commission but it also adds a little more to it.  In our Scripture text the Apostle Paul is declaring his faith to King Agrippa.  Thought question:  I wonder if that is the call that God has on some of your lives, that you will stand before Kings, Presidents, Governors, etc., declaring that there is salvation in no other Name, except the Name of Christ.  When you get home read chapter 25 and 26 to get the entire picture.  But for right now notice what Paul is saying that Jesus told him in verse 16, “…I have appeared unto thee for this purpose, to make thee a minister and a witness both of these things which thou hath seen…”  Now let me stop right there.  When Paul is standing before King Agrippa he is tell him his own personal story.  Paul is telling Agrippa about his conversion experience.  And God tells him to tell Agrippa about the things that Paul has seen God do.  Why is that important?  Because when you share Christ with people you need to tell them YOUR story.  People can try and argue Scripture with you, but they can’t argue what God has done in your life!!!  (comments – H.S.)  Then in verse 18, Jesus tells Paul exactly what He wants him to do for those who are lost.  “To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith that is in me.”  Do you see the five-fold mission that God has for us as each one reaches one.  Notice what this Scripture says we are to do:
· open their (the lost) eyes

· turn them from darkness to light

· turn them from the power of Satan unto God

· why?  So that they may receive forgiveness of sins

· and inheritance among those who are sanctified by faith in Christ

(comments on each one – H.S.)

Do you see the importance of each one reaching one.  Can you see why there is such an urgency is leading your friends and loved ones to the Lord.  No, it’s not going to be easy.  Remember you are not going in your own strength but in the strength and power of the Holy Spirit.  Yes, people will come up with all kinds of excuses but you have been equipped to handle them.  And now for one of the favorite and final excuse that people love to use, which is:  there are “Too Many Hypocrites in the Church.”  When they tell you this, don’t argue with them.  Agree with them!  Because they are right, there are too many hypocrites in church.  But that’s not our problem!  That’s God’s problem!  Tell them the story that God records in Matt. 13:24-30 (turn to it)  “Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man which sowed good seed in his field:  But while men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat, and went his way.  But when the blade was sprung up, and brought forth fruit, then appeared the tares also.  So the servants of the householder came and said unto him, Sir, didst not thou sow good seed in they field?  From whence then hath it tares?  He said unto them, An enemy hath done this.  The servants said unto him, Wilt thou then that we go and gather them up?  But he said, Nay; lest while ye gather up the tares, ye root up also the wheat with them.  Let them both grow together until the harvest:  and in the time of harvest I will say to the reapers, Gather ye together first the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them:  but gather the wheat into my barn.
Vs. 36-43  “Then Jesus sent the multitude away, and went into the house:  and his disciples came unto him, saying, Declare unto us the parable of the tares of the field.  He answered and said unto them, He that soweth the good seed is the Son of man; The field is the world; the good seed are the children of the kingdom; but the tares are the children of the wicked one; The enemy that sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the world; and the reapers are the angels.  As therefore the tares are gathered and burned in the fire; so shall it be in the end of this world.  The Son of man shall send forth his angels, and they shall gather out of his kingdom all things that offend, and them which do iniquity.  And shall cast them into a furnace of fire:  there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth.  Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father.  Who hath ears to hear, let him hear.”
(comments on entire passage – H.S.)

When you are witnessing to people, let them know that the fact that there are hypocrites in the church have nothing to do with what you are trying to talk to them about.  Let them know that you love and are concerned about them.  Show them Rom. 14:12 (turn to)  “So then every one of us shall give account of himself to God.”  Let him or her know that when they stand before the judgment seat of Christ, they will not be able to talk about what someone else did.  They will have to talk or give account of themselves to God!!!  (comments – H.S.)

When the person that you are witnessing to starts condemning people that they believe to be hypocrites, ask them have they every considered praying for that person instead of talking about them?  Have they every considered getting saved themselves so they can be an example to the ones they think are missing the mark?    Turn to I Peter 4:8  “Above all, love each other deeply, because lover covers over a multitude of ins.”  Have they every considered ‘loving them out of their hypocrisy?
It is amazing to me how many people will say that they don’t want to come to church because of the hypocrites there, but they will go other places that are loaded with hypocrites.  They go to work but aren’t there hypocrites there.  Think about it!  Aren’t their people there who pretend to like you but as soon as you walk away they talk about you behind your back?  Aren’t their people there who pretend to want to help you advance in your position, but they are only interested in what you can do for them?  But does the fact that their are hypocrites there, stop them from going to work?  Of course not!  Why?  Because they need to work, their job is beneficial to them.  So they go anyway.  People go to nightclubs and bars (not Christians, of course.  Speaking with tongue-in-cheek)  They are full of hypocrites, men pretending to be single when they are married with five kids.  Women pretending to be in the ‘know,’ when they are as dumb as a block of wood.  Then you have men pretending to be women and women pretending to be men, etc.,  But does all those hypocrites stop them from going.  NO!  Why?  Because they derive a certain amount of satisfaction from being there.  If that ‘lame’ excuses doesn’t prevent people from going anywhere else, why should it prevent them from coming to church.  Amen!  Let them know if they think there are too many hypocrites in church, that they will feel right as home because they are a hypocrite as well.  Sound harsh?  Turn to Matt. 7:1  “Do not judge, or you will be judged.  For in the same way you judge others, you will be judged, and with the same measure you use, it will be measured to you.
     Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no attention to the plank in your own eye.  How can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ when all the time there is a plank in your own eye?  You HYPOCRITE, first take the plank out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s eye.”  (comments – H.S.)  It is not their job to judge what is in the HEART of another.  They have enough to do handling the mess that is in their own heart!

We have look at five excuses that people use to reject Christ:
· Not Today

· I Can’t Leave My Friends

· I Don’t Need A Savior
· It’s Too Late

· Too Many Hypocrites In the Church

You have got to let people know that none of these excuses will hold water when we stand before the Judgment Seat of Christ.  Let them know the great love tat God has for them and He is waiting with open arms to receive them into His family.  Tell them not to wait too long in making a decision for Christ because Scripture tells us “today is the day of salvation,” we don’t know what tomorrow will bring!  Amen!
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