IDENTIFY YOURSELF

PRAYER

Scripture:  Matt. 13:10-15

For the past month or so we have been talking about ‘kingdom principles.’  Technically, we are finished with that series but realistically, we will never be finished talking about the kingdom of God.  In our Scripture today the disciples ask Jesus why He often teaches using parables.  And Jesus says that there are mysteries concerning the kingdom of God that is designed only to be understood by believers.  Now it is not God’s plan to try and hinder anyone from understanding the mysteries of the kingdom of God.  But the reason the mysteries of God are not understandable to so many people is told to us in vs. 14  “In them is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah:



“You will be ever hearing but never understanding;




You will be ever seeing but never perceiving.



For this people’s heart has become calloused; they hardly hear




With their ears, and they have closed their eyes.



Otherwise they might see with their eyes, hear with their hears




And turn, and I would heal them.”
So we see from this text that it is not God’s design that we do not hear and understand the things of God, but it is because we choose to hear or not to hear, we choose to see or not to see, we choose to believe or not to believe!  (comments – H.S.)
Now look at vs. 11-12  “He replied, “The knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of heaven has been given to you, but not to them.  Whoever has will be given more, and he will have an abundance.  Whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken from him.”
Does this text remind you of a kingdom principle that we just studied?  Remember the sermon on sowing and reaping, seed time and harvest time.  Well in that text it was talking about finances; in this text it is talking about spiritual knowledge, and we know that it is through spiritual knowledge that all of our other blessings can be realized.

So what is the point that God is trying to make in all of this?  The point is that God wants you to be able to identify yourself so that you can understand the position that you’re in.  And He wants you to identify yourself, recognizing where you are right now so that you can move on to another level.  You may be thinking ‘how am I supposed to identify myself?”  For an answer to that lets look at the parable that Jesus told that sparked all of this discussion in the first place.
Matt. 13:1-9  “That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the lake.  Such large crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat in it, while all the people stood on the shore.  Then he told them many things in parables, saying:

“A farmer went out to sow his seed.  As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up.  Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil.  It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow.  But when the sun came yup, the plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no root.  Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants.  Still other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop—a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown.  He who has ears, let him hear.”
Someone may be saying, “Now I understand why the disciples were so confused!  What did Jesus mean by all of this talk about a farmer sowing seed?  And how am I possibly supposed to understand this so that, PERHAPS, I can identify myself.  Very good question?  For an answer lets look at vs. 18-23  “Listen then to what the parable of the sower means:  When anyone hears the message about the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in his heart.  This is the seed sown along the path.”  Let’s stop here for a moment.
This is the first category that God wants you to look for your self in.  In this category the farmer represents Christ and he goes out to sow the seed of His Word into the world.  The seed falls along a path-way.  Now all of us know how the ground is on a well-worn pathway.  We have seen them in parks, across a school ground or even in our own yards.  If a path has been trodden enough it becomes hard and the dirt is pack tight so that nothing will grow there.  The path is so hard that even if you sprinkled seed on top of the path it would not grow because the seed could not penetrate the packed, hard surface.  So Jesus says that as soon as the seed is sown, the birds of the air comes and devour the seed.  The birds of the air in this analogy represent Satan and his demons.
Now Jesus takes the story and makes it ‘up close and personal.’  He says that the path-way represents some people.  Some people who have been hardened by life, some people who have been stepped-on over and over again, some people who feel as though life has trodden them down so that they have no hope left within them.  These are the people who have allowed their circumstances to define them rather than them defining their circumstances.

Notice Scripture in the NIV – “When anyone hears the message about the kingdom and does not understand it…”  Some one may be thinking ‘wait a minute that isn’t fair…it’s not fair that they don’t understand!”  What you need to know is that the world ‘understand’ in this text means to ‘grasp and to comprehend.’  And the reason that they are held accountable is because they allowed their hearts and minds to be hardened by the things of the world.  So when the Word is taught or preached, it doesn’t penetrate and before they can even leave the building Satan has stolen the message from them.  Can you identify yourself in this parable?  Does this describe you?
Let’s look a little further in our quest to identify ourselves.  Vs. 20-21  “The one who received the seed that fell on rocky places is the man who hears the word and at once receives it with joy.  But since he has no root, he lasts only a short time.  When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, he quickly falls away.”
Well!!!  I wonder how many people this one ‘hit home’ with!  This is the one where the seed fell on rocky places, where it didn’t have much soil.  And immediate it sprang us but when the sun came up, the plants were scorched and withered because they had no root.  Jesus clearly explains that the rocky soil is a person who hears the word of God and they RECEIVE it.  They are so excited about the Lord.  They are praising God and walking around talking about ‘God is good all the time and all the time God is good!”  Their excited about knowing the Lord.  But the problem is that they are just running on emotions, they have not yet taken the time to be rooted and grounded in the Word.  So notice what Jesus says.  He says, ‘the sun came up and the plants were scorched because they had no root.”  Jesus explains that the sun coming up is a metaphor for when trouble or persecution comes BECAUSE of the Word, he quickly falls away.
I want you to look for yourself very closely in this text.  A person hears the good news of Jesus Christ.  They have come to the altar and made a profession of faith, they are rejoicing in being saved.  But then they leave the building!  They leave the safety of the Sanctuary where the hallelujah’s and thank you Jesus ring out, they leave the encouragement of other believers and go home.  They may go to school or to their jobs, etc.  And suddenly their faith is being tried or tested.  They are being mocked by their peers for being a Christian.  Promotions on their job are being withheld because of their new found faith.  Ridicule is coming from their family and friends as they say things like, ‘oh, you think you’re better than us now.”  Because of their new found faith, they can’t go to their same old haunts, or do the things that they use to, etc.  And before you know it, they have fallen away from the faith.  Because they had no root!!!  Is God describing you here?
Let’s look at the next group and see if you are in there.  Vs. 22  “The one who received the seed that fell among the thorns is the man who hears the word, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke it, making it unfruitful.”
This is the one where the seed fell among thorns.  It started to grow and developed.  But while it was growing so were the thorns and the thorns eventually took over and choked the life out of the plant.  Jesus says this is an analogy of a person who hears the Word and they receive the Word.  But then they become so involved in the issues of life that they don’t take time to feed the seed of faith that has been planted in them.  The issues of raising children, preparing meals, paying bills, keeping their head above water, soon becomes their top priority.  And their time with the Lord diminishes, their prayer life is almost non-existent.  They may come to church each Sunday; they may even make it out to a Bible Study doing the week.  But the cares of life soon choke out of their thought process the message that they were so excited about on Sunday.  Jesus says the deceitfulness of riches/wealth, choke the word, making it unfruitful in their lives.  Oh, how I pray that this is not talking about you!!!
The place where I hope and pray that you can identify yourself in is in our next group.  But the thing is even though that’s where I would like for you to be, you have to be honest with yourself in order for you to remove yourself from one group to another.  Our final analogy that our Lord gives is vs. 23  “But the one who received the seed that fell on good soil is the man who hears the word and understands it.  He produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown.”
This seed fell on good ground.  Which I know that some of you are – GOOD GROUND!  What made this person good ground?  Because He not only HEARS the Word, but he understands it; he puts it into practice in His life.  Not just on Sunday, but every day in the week.  And notice what God says happens – it is showing that whatever He does prospers.  Much like the man is Psalms 1:3  “He is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season, and whose leaf does not wither.  Whatever he does prospers.”  God says that the one who hears the word and puts it into practice – will yield a crop in his life.  Sometimes yielding 100%, 60% or 30%.  Why the three different percentages?  Because I believe Jesus is saying that we may not always produce the same yield every time we invest.  But we will ALWAYS produce a yield in whatever we place our hands to.  Praise the Lord!!!  Can you identify with this group?
Let me tells you if you found yourself in the first three groups you don’t have to stay there.  You can move out of the negative place that you are in today.  As much as I long for you to be in the last group, Jesus longs for that even more.  How do I know?  Because He died to make sure that you could gain entrance if you choose to.

Look at this next verse just to drive that point home a little.  Vs. 16-17  “But blessed are your eyes because they see, and your ears because they hear.  For I tell you the truth, many prophets and righteous men longed to see what you see but did not see it, and to hear what you hear but did not hear it.”
God says that you are blessed this morning because you are here to hear this message.  God has not given up on you, so don’t give up on yourself.  Jesus wants to bless you and to shape and mold you into the person He has designed for you to be.  But first you have to be able to IDENTIFY where you are in life!!!
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