YOUTH & GOD

PRAYER

Scripture:  I Sam. 3:1, 10-11, 15, 19
                  I Sam. 17:42-45


        Luke 1:26-28, 30-31

If we were in Bible study I would ask you ‘what is the common thread that runs throughout each of these Scripture texts?”  But because we are not I will give you the answer.  The common thread is that in each of these texts God is speaking to and using someone who is a child or a teen-ager.  In I Samuel 3, Scripture says that “the word of the Lord was precious in those days; there was no open vision.”  Even though the Word of God was precious the people had lost there vision, they had lost their focus.  So who is it that God is speaking to and preparing to receive His vision?  It is a young boy named Samuel!  He is probably between the ages of 8 and 12 because Scripture still refers to him as a child.  But the point is that God is speaking to this child – giving him a message to bring to his adult mentor.  At first Samuel did not recognize the voice of the Lord because he had not come to know Him personally.  But this night he did!!!  From that point on God was preparing him to become one of the greatest prophets/preachers of his time.
The next Scripture in chapter 17 speaks of a young boy named David.  Now David was probably a teenager because God does not refer to him as a child.  But it says that he was a ‘youth.’  There has come an enemy by the name of Goliath who mocks Almighty God and who is preparing to defeat God’s people.  So who does God send to fight against this enemy?  He sends a youth, a young man.  Listen to the boldness of this young man as he faces the enemy that has all of the adult men shaking in their boots.
“Thou comest to me with a sword, and with a spear, and with a shield:  but I come to thee in the Name of the Lord of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom thou hast defied.  This day will the Lord deliver thee into mine hands; and I will smite thee, and take thine head from thee; and I will give the carcases of the host of the Philistines this day unto the fowls of the air, and to the wild beasts of the earth; that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel.”  Wow!!!  What confidence, what holy boldness, what courage and it is all coming from a teenage boy who knows WHO he is and WHOSE he is!!!
The next and greatest reference of God using a young person is found in the book of Luke.  You all know this story; how God sent the angel Gabriel to a virgin who was engaged to be married.  And the virgins name was Mary!  God told her that He was going to use her to bring His Son into this world, to save humankind from their sin.  And the child name was Jesus!!!  Mary was between the ages of 14 to 16 years of age at this time.  God used a ‘youth’ to bring about the greatest event in human history!
So what is the point in all of this?  The point young people, is to let you know that God wants to use each of you and He wants to use you in a mighty way.  Often people think that children are too young to be used by God.  Or they think that children are too young to hear a Word from God.  But each of these Scripture texts shows that without a shadow of a doubt, that is not true!  So children and adults – God is putting you on notice today!  God is calling our children and the children in our neighbor and the children throughout the world into a relationship with Him.
Yes, we are still in our relationship series, and this is the final message in this series.  Remember as I have told you throughout this series that God is calling each and every one of us to live a ‘God-honoring life.’  And God has repeatedly told us throughout this series that living a God-honoring life has to be reflected in our relationships. Whether it is our relationships with our parents, with our children, with our mates, etc. they have to be God-honoring relationships.  With this being our final message in this series, God wants the message to be centered on our children’s relationship with Him!!!  Because, young people, your relationship with God will be the catalyst on which every other relationship is hinged.
Young people and old, I need to let you know that there are all kinds of forces operating in this world that is striving to pull you into a relationship with them or trying to pull you into wrong relations.  So I need to let you know that there are three arenas in which Satanic forces are trying to lead you into wrong, hurtful and harmful relationships.  The three arenas are emotional/mental, physical and spiritual.
Let’s look at each of these step by step:
· Emotional/mental:  Satan is trying his best to steal your mind.  He is trying to make you think that the things your parents teach you or the things that you hear in Church are all antiquated and outdated!  He wants you to think that if you do not act like the people of the world, you won’t be cool.  How does Satan try to steal your mind?
One of the devices Satan uses to steal your mind is through listening to filth in your music of choice, by listening to filth in the movies that you see and by listening to the filth that comes out of some of your peer’s mouths.  And, unfortunately, it is working!  Filth has become the norm of the day!  If you don’t believe this works, I have been told that all you have to do is to get on any MTA bus that has multiple teen-agers and you will hear language that should make you cringe.  But with some young people – they have heard these words so often that they have become the norm to them!  They are not offended or shocked because to them this is simply how people talk.  It’s like their language stinks but it is no longer offensive to them.
Let me give you example of what I mean.  I heard on television that there are people who live in a third world country and they use cow manure to burn for fuel.  Since they live with that day after day they no longer can smell the odor!  It has become ‘natural’ to them.  But if someone who did not live in the area – entered their home they would not be able to stay because the odor would take their breath away.  This is how some people think about the stench of foul language – they are use to it!  Making you think that foul, filthy and derogatory language is acceptable is how Satan is trying to deceive and destroy you!  You say how can that destroy you?  Because it can destroy your relationships!
I remember talking to a woman one day and I heard her husband cursing as he talked to her in the background.  And I asked her how she handled that?  She replied ‘oh, that’s just how he talks I don’t pay any attention to it.’  Do you think those two could ever have a good, healthy relationship?  No!  God says what you continue to put into your mind is what is eventually going to come out of your mouth!  How do I know?  Turn to Luke 6:45  “A good man out of the good treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is good; and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is evil:  for of the ABUNDANCE of the heart his mouth speaketh.”  (comments – H.S.)
Young people God wants to have a good relationship with you, He wants to have a working relationship with you.  He wants you to be able to come and talk to Him about anything – but you can’t just come to God any old way.  Turn to James 3:8-10  “But the tongue can no man tame; it is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison.  Therewith bless we God, even the Father, and therewith curse we men, which are made after the similitude of God.  Out of the same mouth proceedeth blessing and cursing, My brethren, these things ought not to be.”  (comments – H.S.)
Young people God wants to use you, just like He did Samuel, David and Mary!  God wants you to live a God-honoring life.  But God can’t use you with a foul, dirty mouth.  What you say out of your mouth hinders your relationship with God!  This is Satan’s aim!!!
The next area that Satanic forces are trying to destroy our young people’s relationship with God in is:
· Physical appetites.  God would have me talk to you about three areas of physical appetites.  The first appetite that we will address may seem strange to you – but it is Biblical.  And that is ‘gluttony’ or not eating healthy!
Brothers and sisters in Christ you need to know that gluttony or over-eating is a sin.  It is just as much of a sin as putting harmful substances in your body.  And because it is a sin it can hinder your relationship with God.  You don’t believe that? Turn to I Cor. 6:12-13(a)  “All things are lawful unto me, but all things are not expedient:  all things are lawful for me, but I will not be brought under the power of any.  Meats for the belly, and the belly for meats:  but God shall destroy it and them…”  (all things lawful – not brought under control of anything - comments – H.S.)
Why would over-eating be a sin?  Because God doesn’t want ANYTHING to control us.  What controls us can become a false god.  It becomes equal to an idol.  People use certain foods as a ‘comfort’ food.  Whenever they get upset or angry they eat.  Some people go on binge eating much like a drunk will go on a binge drunk.  God does not want you to use food or anything else as a men to comfort you.  He tells us that if we need comfort, if we need counseling, whatever it is turn to Him.
But not only is gluttony a sin, it is also unhealthy.  Young people God doesn’t want you to be overweight because this makes you a prime candidate for juvenile-diabetes, heart disease and other diseases!  If doesn’t allow you to be physically active, to be able to enjoy doing the sport activity that young people use to be able to do!!!  (comments – H.S.)
The second part of appetites that Satan wants to use to destroy you with is drugs!  Satan not only destroys your mind through drugs – but he will destroy your physical body as well!  You all have heard ad campaigns that say “just say no!’  This is simplistic but true.  The question that comes to my mind is ‘why would anyone use drugs when they see all of the hurtful and harmful things that drugs have done to the family, friends and peers.’  You know of - or have heard of people, who have died from an overdose, or someone who has killed someone in drug warfare, or people’s families that have been destroyed because of drugs!
Why would someone get involved in the first place?  The only answer that I can come up with is that they are trying to escape from something.  They are trying to a place of perpetual ‘feel good.’  That’s how they get addicted, because they are trying to get to this place of euphoria and to stay there.  But young people, the only way that you can always have a ‘feel good’ feeling is when you walk/live in a close relationship with Christ.  Jesus tells us – ‘peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you.  Let not your heart be troubled – neither let it be afraid.’  (comments – H.S.)  Only Jesus can give you the joy and peace that Satan lies and says that you can get through drugs.  Only Jesus can give you everlasting joy – even in the midst of difficult circumstances!
The third area in physical appetites that Satan will try to destroy your relationship with God in is sexual.  Satan will try to destroy you by having sex as a teen-ager resulting in pregnancy when you are still just a child yourself.  He will try to destroy you through sexually transmitted diseases.  I have talked about all these things in sermons before.  But this morning I want to talk to you about another sexual sin that is becoming very prevalent today.
Turn to Rom. 1:26-27 “For this cause God gave then up unto vile affections:  for even their women did change the natural use into that which is against nature:  And likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust one toward another; men with men working that which is unseemly, and receiving in themselves that recompense of their error which was meet.”  (comments – H.S.)  God is talking about in this text the sin of homosexuality.  It used to be that when parents sent their daughters to school they had to worry about the boys hitting on them.  Now you have to worry about other girls hitting on your daughters as well!
I remember hearing the story of how a young girl was beaten up because she rejected the advances of another girl.  The same thing goes for boys as well.  Everywhere you look – homosexuality is being pushed as an alternate lifestyle.  It is being interjected into most television programs.  On the news we have the issue of same-sex marriage and you see men kissing men, and women kissing women.  The media tries to make it look like its funny with men talking with a lisp and doing the ‘three-point snap.’  Satan is pulling out all stops to make people think that this is the norm.  But my brothers and sisters in Christ, the act of homosexuality is a sin.
The world is trying to lead young people to believe that if a girl has athletic ability or a boy has tender ways – they were born to be homosexual.  My brothers and sisters in Christ this is a lie from the pit of hell.  God could not call something a sin – that you were born to.  Homosexual is a choice!  It is a choice that people make because of something that has occurred in their life.  Or it is a choice that a ‘deceiving’ spirit has point into their mind convincing them that they were born that way.  But God’s power can transform and deliver these people in the same way that He delivers us from any other sexual sin!
We are not to ostracize the homosexual, or to discriminate against them.  We are to show them the same love of God as we would anyone else.  But we are also to let them know that the act of homosexuality is a sin.
So young people, you will be approached by these deceiving Spirits to experiment in sexual activity of all kinds.  These activities will hinder your relationship with God.  And not allow you to be used in the way that God wants to use you!
I have already told you that there are three arenas that Satan will try to destroy you in.  We have covered two of them – emotional/mental and physical.  The last arena that we need to discuss them morning is the spiritual arena.  Satan will try to make you think through the things you learn in school, through friends and peers – that there are other ways to get to God beside Jesus Christ!  The schools will teach you that we have to be politically correct and to be all inclusive embracing all different religions.
While we are to give people the right to embrace their different faiths, we are to love them as creations of God, but we have to let them know that Jesus is the one, true, way to God.  Remember the words of Jesus “I am the way, the truth and the life, NO MAN comes to God but through me.”  (comments – H.S.)  God wants to use each and every one of you in great and mighty ways.  He wants to use you like He did Samuel, David and Mary.  But He can’t use you if you don’t know the One in whom you believe!  (comments – H.S.)
Remember God wants you to live a God-honoring life.  But you can’t do that if you don’t know Jesus in a personal way.  He can’t use you if you haven’t repented of your sins and asked Jesus to come into your heart and save you.  God wants you to be His example in school, He wants you to be His example with your friends and peers, and He wants you to be His example in your home.  God is calling you into a personal relationship with Him!!!  Make the decision today that with God’s help – you will live the God-honoring life that He is calling you to!  Amen!
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