 HOW JESUS HANDLED PERSECUTION
PRAYER

Scripture:  Luke 13:31-35

Today is the second Sunday in Lent.  There may be some of you here that don’t know what the season of Lent is all about.  Lent is a time that we reflect on suffering and sacrificial death of Christ.  It is a time when we look at the teachings of Christ and the things that He said and did on His journey to the cross.  Our focus this morning is going to be on ‘How Jesus Handled Persecution.’  In this chapter Jesus had been ministering to the people concerning those who would enter the kingdom of God.  After He finished His teachings some Pharisees came up and warned Him that He had better get out of ‘Dodge’ because King Herod was looking to kill Him.
Then in vs. 34 you see Jesus crying and lamenting over Jerusalem.  “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem which killest the prophets, and stonest them that are sent unto thee…”  Now, I need to stop here for a moment.  In this short text we see two groups of people who are standing against our Lord, the political leaders and religious leaders.  There is an old saying that certain groups of people make ‘strange bedfellows.’  Well, I would have to say that politicians and religious leaders make strange bedfellows.  Why would these two groups of people be against our Lord and His teachings, not only in Jesus’ day but today as well?  Why is in that Jesus is so often rejected and His teachings opposed by humankind.  Why is it that even today the true followers of the Lord are ridiculed and abused.  And in certain parts of the world, they are persecuted and put to death.
One of the reasons that we are going to be looking at how Jesus handled persecution is because of our focus this year on Each One Reach One.  And one thing you need to know is that persecution will come because God tells us that He is sending us out as sheep in the midst of wolves.
In our text it says that Herod was plotting to kill Jesus.  We seldom talk about this, but the plot was real and dangerous.  Why would Herod want to do this?  The answer is because Jesus was in Herod’s territory, Galilee, and thousands were following Him.  He believed Jesus to be a danger to His political power.  He believed that if the people switched their loyalty to Jesus, they would not be loyal to him.  And remember that Herod was no stranger to putting prophets of God to death.  He was the one who murdered John the Baptist.  Herod also felt threatened by Jesus because Jesus’ teachings condemned His way of life!  So he was out to get rid of Him.  So how did Jesus handle this threat?

Well, first of all I have to back up a little bit to show you the first thing that you must do to handle persecution.  Remember in vs. 31 “…certain of the Pharisees, saying unto him (Jesus), Get thee out…”  So this shows us that some of the Pharisees respected Jesus and were willing to stand up for Him.  So the first step in handling/facing persecution is to:
· stand up for Christ.
Persecution will come in many forms and in different places, but you have to have a made up mind that you are going to stand!  (comments – H.S.)  We must be willing to stand up for Christ and His teaching when we are outside of the safety of these walls.  Whether you are at school, at home, in the marketplace, on the floor of the General Assembly in Annapolis, or whether you are guarding the prisoners at Jessup, you must make your calling and your position clear.  Don’t be like those whom Jesus speaks about Matt. 13:21(b)  “ … When trouble or PERSECUTION comes because of the word, he quickly falls away.”  (comments – H.S.)  I told you that persecution may come in different places but it also may come in different forms.  In may come in the form of having to choose between your job and standing for Christ.  It may come in the form of being in the ‘in crowd’ or living as God has called you to.  It may come in the form of  having to choose between power and wealth or choosing to stand for our Lord.
Now lets switch our attention to the other group of people who were against our Lord.  They can be called the religionist, those who profess to believe in God but they are more interested in being politically correct.  They are more interested in pleasing the majority than standing on the true word of God!  They will twist and manipulate the word of God to try and make it say what they want it to say.  Because Jesus’ teaching condemned some of the religious peoples way of life, they, too, wanted to put Him to death!  This is what our Lord is facing.  And because this is something He was facing it was something that we know we will have to face as well.

Persecution is not something that any of us long for or seek after.  It is not something that we will eagerly embrace.  But one thing that we can be confident of, we will not have to go through it alone.  The power of the Holy Spirit will be there to take us through.  Turn to I Cor. 10:13  (NIV)  “No temptation (trial or persecution) has seized you except what is common to man.  And God is faithful; He will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear.  But when you are tempted, He will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it.”  (comments – H.S.) 
Back to our text in Luke, what can we learn from what Jesus did when He was facing persecution?  Notice vs. 32  “…Go ye,  and tell that fox…”  What is Jesus doing, He is identify His persecutor.  He is calling him out and he is calling him by name.  He knew His enemy was cunning, crafty and sly.  He wanted His enemy to know that He was not taking Him by surprise.  Jesus wanted Herod to know that He would not or could not intimidate Him, because Jesus knew his mode of operation.  When you are being persecuted, in whatever form it may show up, you need to be able to identify WHO your enemy is.  Turn to Eph. 6:12”  For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.”  (comments – H.S.)  When we are being persecuted, we have got to recognize the force that is behind it.  Jesus called him by name, that old fox.  In other places in Scripture he is called the wicked one, the old serpent, Lucifer.  But whatever name he goes by, we know him as Satan and his demonic force.  So many times we fight against one another but we are fighting against the wrong enemy.  It is Satan who is behind your persecution.  It is Satan who is behind your broken marriage.  It is Satan who is behind your wayward children.  Why?  Because God tells us that he walks around ‘like a roaring lion seeking whom he may devour.”  You have to recognize and know your enemy and then rebuke and bind him and cast him out!
What is the next thing that Jesus did when He was being persecuted.  Notice what He says in 32-33  “Go ye, and tell that fox, Behold, I cast out devils and I do cures today and tomorrow and the third day I shall be perfected.  Nevertheless I must walk today and tomorrow, and the day following, for it cannot be that a prophet perish out of Jerusalem.”  Wow!!!  Do you have any idea what Jesus is saying here?    When He says ‘I cast out devils and do healings,’ He is saying that His ministry will not be stopped by any man, even a political ruler such as Herod.  (comments – H.S.)  When He says on ‘the third day I shall be perfected.’  He is talking about His death and resurrection on the third day. Notice that He says that His resurrection is the perfection of His ministry.  It is by arising from the dead that death is conquered and our salvation is completed!!!  Then Jesus says ‘I must walk today and tomorrow, and the day following, for it cannot be that a prophet perish out of Jerusalem.’  Jesus knew the length of His life and He knew the place of His death, which was Jerusalem.  Yet, He set His face like flint and deliberately walked into the murderous trap set for Him!  What a Man, what a Man, what a mighty good a Man!!!
What does this teach us on how Jesus handled persecution.  It teaches us that Jesus KNEW HIS PURPOSE FOR BEING HERE! (comments – H.S.)   In order for us to handle the persecutions of life we, too, need to know our purpose for being here.  And our purpose is to BRING GOD GLORY!  Our life is to glorify God.  Whether we are going through trials, persecutions, etc., our life is to glorify God.  (comments – H.S.)  And just as Jesus knew the duration of His life, we need to remember the words of Psalm 90:12  “Teach us to number our days aright, that we may gain a heart of wisdom.”  Stop living as though you are going to live forever and that you will never be held accountable for your actions.  (comments – H.S.)

What is the last thing that Jesus did when He was being persecuted.  Look at vs. 35  “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, which killest the prophets, and stonest them that are sent unto thee; how often would I have gathered they children together as a hen doth gather her brood under her wings, and ye would not!”  (comments – H.S.)  What did Jesus do?  He cried and lamented over the souls of them who would put Him to death!  He yearned for them to come to Him and know the truth.  His heart broke for them.  This is what God says we are to do over the souls of those who persecute, misuse and abuse us.  We are to cry for them!  (comments-H.S.)

But notice not only did Jesus cry for them, He warned them.  Vs. 35  “Behold, your house is left unto desolate:  and verily I say unto you, Ye shall not see me, until the time come when ye shall say, Blessed is he that cometh in the Name of the Lord.”  Jesus gives a warning to all those who reject Him.  They will eventually be forsaken by God.  And when they see Him again, it would be too late.  It will be the day that ‘every knee shall bow and ever tongue confess that Jesus is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”  You, too, must warn your persecutors that they may seem victorious now, but the day will come when they will give a final accounting to God!  Thank you Jesus!
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