PREPARING FOR THE END

PRAYER

Scripture:  Luke 4:5-8
Today is the first Sunday in Lent.  Lent is the time set aside in the Christian church where we reflect on the suffering and death of Jesus.  It is a time that we reflect on the tremendous sacrifice that Christ made for us.  And as a way of saying thank you, many people will give up something during Lent, something that is a sacrifice for them to give up.  But this morning, God would not have us to enter into Lent with just the normal mind-set; He wants us to enter into Lent in an entirely different light.  When you think about it, Lent is normally associated with Jesus’ forty days in the wilderness, i.e., a time of testing.   Lent is also counted as the forty days (not counting Saturday and Sunday) prior to Jesus’ crucifixion, i.e., a time of preparing for the end. (Preparing for the end of His physical, earthly life; Preparing for His death; Preparing to battle Satan on his own territory; Preparing to pay the sin price for us.  He was preparing for the end!  So with those thoughts in mind, I believe that God would have you enter into this Lenten Season with the mind-set that we are in ‘a time of testing as we prepare for the end!’
During this Lenten Season God wants you to use this time of testing that we are in, to ‘prepare for the end!’  You say what time of testing are we in?  Just turn on the radio, turn your TV. to CNN, or read the Newspaper.  Every where you turn you are hearing of foreclosures, bankruptcy, i.e., homes, businesses, stores.  You are hearing about the topple of CEO’s who have been stealing from the companies.  You are hearing about unemployment rising as more people lose their jobs.  You are hearing about more people trying to get assistance for food than there has been for years.  This is the time of testing that I am talking about.  The powers to be say that we are in an economic crisis.  And they are pointing the finger everywhere trying to determine the ‘cause’ behind what is going on in our country and in the world today.

And while I understand them looking at ‘cause and effect,’ I believe that they need to be seeing what is going on as a result rather than trying to pinpoint a ‘cause.’  See if you can follow my train of thought.  Look at our text vs. 5-6  “And the devil, taking him up into an high mountain, shewed unto him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time.  And the devil said unto him, all this power will I give thee and the glory of them; for that is delivered unto me; and to whomsoever I will I give it.  If thou therefore wilt worship me, all shall be thine.”  Remember this is when Jesus was in the wilderness.  It was doing His time of testing.  And praise God, Jesus passed the test.  But every since then Satan has been using the same tactics to test humankind and to get them to swear allegiance to him.  What are we are experiencing today in the economic arena is a result of some people’s allegiance.
You say in your mind, ‘A person would be a fool to swear allegiance with the devil.’  Well, let me show you what Scripture says about that.  Turn to 2 Thess. 2:9-10  “The coming of the lawless one (Anti-Christ) will be in accordance with the work of Satan displayed in all kinds of counterfeit miracles, signs and wonders, and in every sort of evil that deceives those who are perishing.  They perish because they refused to love the truth and be saved.”  Now this Scripture is referencing the Anti-Christ, but in it is a description of how Satan works.  It says that he uses counterfeit miracles, signs and wonders, and every sort of evil that can deceive the minds of humankind.  He uses deception and greed to manipulate people in following him.  Satan uses the desire to have more and more, then connects it with an indifference to how other people are affected.  Then before you know it you are caught in his clutches.
So you see when you say that a person would be a fool to swear allegiance with the devil, you have to remember that Satan is cunning, he is deceptive.  Most people don’t consider themselves as serving the devil.  But remember the words he used to tempt Jesus, he used the word ‘power.’  He offered power and all the glory that came with it.  And this is what so many people have sold out to – the desire for power and all the glory that comes with it.  This is the reason that the entire world is in the economic downward spiral that it is in, because of greed.  Because of the desire for power and wealth and all that comes with it.  The result is that because of this desire for power many people have turned away from God.  And the result is the condition of the world and the economy that we are experiencing today.
Turn to 2 Cor. 4:4(a)  “The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers…”  Satan has blinded the minds of so many people that they think wrong is right and right is wrong.  He has blinded the minds of people to think that ‘things’ are going to satisfy them, so they charge more and more on their credit cards.  So that they are living above their means and getting deeper and deeper in debt.  He has blinded the minds to people to make them think that money can buy them love.  He has blinded their minds to believe that making money is more important than spending time with their family.   He has blinded their minds to believe that bigger is always better.  He is subtle, he is tricky and he will promise you anything under the guise of ‘getting ahead,’ but you must remember that he is a liar.  Matter of fact God tells us in John 8:44  that he is “…the father of lies.”
You have got to recognize Satan’s lies and recognize his tactics.  Realize that the reason we are in the situation we are in is because the world is following after the god (little ‘g’) of this world, rather than the One, True and Living God!  Remember as I told you in the beginning that Lent is associated with Jesus forty days in the wilderness, the time of His testing.  Well, as we enter into Lent – we must see that the struggles that we are going through, is a result of people being tested and then made the wrong choices.   You say, ‘okay, it’s a result of people being tested and failing.   What am I suppose to do now?  You are suppose to remember that while we are suffering the residual effects of people’s failures (including ours) we are to use this time to prepare for the end.  As we go through these times of trials and testing our mind is to be focused on the return of Christ.  We need to be preparing for the end.
You say ‘how do I prepare for the end?’  Turn to Rom. 13:8-14  “Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for he who loves his fellowman has fulfilled the law.  The commandments, “Do not commit adultery, do not murder, do not steal, do not cover,’ and whatever other commandment there may be are summed up in this one rule:  “Love your neighbor as yourself.  Love does no harm to its neighbor.  Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law.
And do this, understanding the present time.  The time has come for you to wake up from your slumber, because our salvation is nearer now tan when we first believed.  The night is nearly over; the day is almost here.  So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light.  Let us behave decently, as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and debauchery, not in dissension and jealousy.  Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to gratify the desires of the sinful nature.”
What do we do as we go through our time of trial and as we prepare for the end?  I believe these Scriptures answer that question very clearly.
1.  Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love.  I like the way the KJV says it.  “Owe no man anything except for to love him.”  (comments H.S.)  I believe God is telling us as we go through this time of economic struggle for many, we need to get our finances in order.  (I will take you into detail about that next week.)
2.  Love your neighbor as yourself.  If you love your neighbor as yourself, you will not commit adultery against him/her.  You will not murder, kill, etc.  No matter what commandment you name you will not break it if you live a life of love.

3.  Wake up out of the fog that you have been living in and realize that the hour has come for you to start living as though you believe Jesus could return any day now.  We have to realize that the night is nearly over, and the day of His return is very near.  Scripture says that our salvation is closer than it was when we were first saved.  (comments - H.S.)
4.  Put off the works of darkness.  It’s time to put off the deeds of the enemy.  It is time to stop following after the enemy.  Look at where following him has gotten the world to today.  Put off the works of darkness and get back to basic principles of living a God honoring life!!!
5.  Clothe ourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ.  Clothe yourself in Him, wrap and tie yourself up in Him, immerse yourself in Him – that is how you will prepare yourself for the end!!!

So, as we enter into the Lenten season, let’s not focus on ‘I gave up chocolate for Lent, or I gave up starches, breads, etc.,’ But let your focus be on what you can do to be better prepared when Jesus returns!  Let your focus be on ‘Preparing for the End!!!’
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