CALL TO DISCIPLESHIP - 2/2/07

PRAYER

Scripture:  Luke 5:11

In the book of Ecclesiastes it states that there is ‘a time to be born and a time to die, a time to plant and a time to uproot, a time to tear down and a time to build…’  So in essence God is letting us know that in life there are times that each of these things will occur.  The focus that I believe that God would have us to center on this morning is the ‘time to build.’  In the brand new year of 2007 - God is saying to us that go by the Name of Christ - that it is a ‘time to build.’

You say ‘what am I suppose to be building, Pastor.’  And the answer is that God is saying that this is a time for us to be building up the Kingdom of God.  Scripture tells us in John 10:10  “The thief comes to steal, kill and destroy…”  We know that the thief in this text is Satan and his demonic forces.  And we all must admit, even reluctantly, that the ‘thief’ is doing his job very well.  All we have to do is to turn on the t.v. or radio, or look at the inter-net and all we see and hear about is violence and mayhem…from that college student who was killed and locked in the trunk of her car - to innocent children being killed by their caregivers, Satan is true to form were he is ‘stealing, killing and destroying peoples lives’ right in from of the ‘churches’ very eyes.  And we stand idly by - clucking our tongues, saying ‘oh, isn’t that too bad.’

So God has sent me out with a message for you this morning that it is time for us to be as busy or even busier building up the ‘kingdom of God’ as Satan is trying to destroy it!!!  God is calling each and every one of you this morning to ‘discipleship.’  He is calling for each of us to make a deeper heart commitment to God because there is work to be done.

Notice what the very 1st verse in this text says “And it came to pass, that, as the people pressed upon him to hear the Word of God…’  The word “pressed” in the KJV means that the people were gathered and crowed around Him.  They were pressing trying to get closer to Him.  Why?  Because He was performing some great miracle - no - because they wanted to HEAR the Word of God.  They pressed to hear the Word of God, they had a craving, a hunger and a thirst for righteousness.  They had a craving to hear a Word that would bring meaning and sense to their life.  They had a hunger to hear a Word that would heal their sin sick souls.

When Jesus looked around Him - He did not see these people as an inconvenience.  He did not see these people as a hindrance to His own private agenda.  He did not see these people as those who were ‘beneath’ Him.  He saw them as ‘lost sheep’ desperately searching for a Savior.  When you see the masses of people in this world, those who are lost and Satan is shaking every which way but loose - do you see them as an inconvenience or do you see them as souls who need to know Jesus and to experience His saving grace in the same way that you did!!!

When Jesus was being pressed by this throng of people - He did something to teach us a very important principal.  He looked around and He saw two ships that were docked.  He gets on one of them - tells the owner who happened to be Simon Peter to push out a little from the land.  He was putting distance between Himself and the people so that all of them could see and hear Him.  And then Scripture says that He sat down and taught the people from the ship.  So what is it that we can learn from this?

1.  The first thing that we can learn is:   because God choose to limit Himself when He took upon flesh and entered into this earth realm,  God needs to use ‘people’ and our resources to do accomplish His will in the earth.  Jesus was not able to minister to all of those people with them pressing against Him - so He looked around to see what resources were available to Him.  Notice Scripture says that He got on Peter’s boat and ‘prayed’ (KJV) or asked Peter to use his boat.  Peter could have declined.  He was not yet a follower of Jesus.  He had not yet become one of Jesus’ disciples.  Peter was tired - Scripture says that he had been fishing all night.  He could have refused!

God is looking around this congregation this morning to see what resources are available to Him to use.  And God is a gentleman - He will ask you to use your resources, He will not force His will or His way on you!  You say - ‘Pastor, I don’t have any resources for God to use.”  And, of course, we all know that that is not true.  Because all of us have some kind of resources.  Think about it - most of the people who are here this morning - drove in some type of vehicle.  So God may be saying to you - ‘I want to use your car to transport the children in the neighbor to Sunday School.  I want to use your car to transport some of the elderly to the market.  I want to use your car to take some of the sick and the shut-ins to their doctor’s appointment, etc.’

God is saying to you this morning that He wants to use your resources to build up the Kingdom of God.  Your financial resources, your physical resources, your mental resources - God wants to use them for His purpose.  And notice what happens when we allow God to use our resources.  Let’s start with Verse 4 “When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into deep water, and let down the nets for a catch.  Simon answered, “Master, we’ve worked hard all night and haven’t caught anything.  But because you say so, I will let down the nets.”  After Jesus finishes teaching the crowd of people He turns to Simon and says in effect - ‘steer you boat out into deeper water and cast out your nets to catch some fish.’

Now remember I already told you that Simon Peter was not yet a follower of Christ.  It may have been that he had heard about this new teacher who had come to town - but he had not yet encountered Him personally for himself.  Now Jesus - being God in the flesh - already knew everything about Peter (in the same way that He knows everything about us).  He already knew Peter’s temperament; He already knew his character, etc.  So - I am sure that Jesus knew that He wanted to use this man called Peter - but there was some revelation, wisdom and knowledge that He had to teach Peter first.  Notice the first time Jesus asked Peter for something, for the use of his boat, Peter had made no objections.  But this time when Jesus tells him to cast out into deeper waters to catch some fish - Peter objected!  Why!

Because Peter was a fisherman by trade.  In his mind he knew all about fishing.  He knew that in that particular lake - if you wanted to catch fish - you had to do it by night.  You see the water was so clear - that if they fished in the day time - the fish would see the boat and the net and would scatter.  But if they fished at night this obstacle was removed!  It was as though Peter was saying - “okay, now I just finished listening to you preach about religious things and I must say you did an excellent job!  But now you’re infringing on my territory - I might not know much about religion - but I know about fishing!!!!”

You all know what I mean!  We say - it’s okay to talk about God in Bible Study and church - but don’t start trying to tell me how to live.  Don’t start trying to tell me how to handle my marriage, don’t start trying to tell me how to raise my children, and don’t start trying to tell me how to spend my money.  Now you’re infringing into my territory.  I GOT THIS!

But, thank God, Peter did not allow his stubbornness and self-will to get in the way of his obedience. He replied, “Master, we’ve worked all night and haven’t caught anything.  But because you said so, I will let down the net.”  Peter is saying in effect - what you are telling me to do doesn’t make sense - but I’ll do it anyway!  Praise the Lord!  We can learn so much from that statement.  And h-o-w we need to learn to say that to God as well - “Lord, what you are asking me to do doesn’t make sense - but because you have commanded it - I will do it anyway!”

We have got to learn that the God that we serve doesn’t always move in the ‘sense’ realm.  It didn’t make sense when Jesus was preaching at another time and the people got hungry - that when a little boy offered his lunch of 5 loaves and 2 fishes - that Jesus would command his disciples to tell over 5,000 people to sit down to eat.  (comments - H.S.)  It didn’t make sense that when the Naaman had leprosy - God instructed him through the prophet Elisha to go dunk himself in the Jordan River seven times.  But when he did he came away healed!  It didn’t make sense that when Jesus was at a wedding and His mother came to Him and told Him that they had ran out of wine and Jesus told the servants to fill the water pots with water - and when they dipped it out there was the best wine that they had ever tasted!  None of these things made sense - but praise God - look at the results of obedience!!!

2.  The second thing that we can learn from this is that Jesus told Simon - if you want to catch some fish you need to move out into the deep water.  Jesus is calling us as Christians to move out into the deep water - to move out of our comfort zones.  Jesus is calling us to move out into the deep whereby we will probably run into some circumstances that only He can give us the strength the ability to make it through.  (comments - H.S.)

3.  The third thing that God wants you to see this morning is:  watch what happens when you are obedient to the call of God on your life.  When they had done so, they caught such a large number of fish that their nets began to break.  So they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help them, and they came and filled both boats so full that they began to sink.”  Now the question for you is ‘does God have a sense of humor or not?’  (comments - H.S.)  God will never asked to use something of yours or to use you without paying you back a hundred fold!  (comments - H.S.)  When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus’ knees and said, “Go away from me, Lord; I am a sinful man!”  Through this encounter with Jesus Simon saw who he was and most importantly he saw who Jesus was and is!!!  (comments - H.S.)
Finally, after all of this, Jesus reveals to Simon what this whole learning experience was all about.  He tells him “Don’t be afraid; from now on you will catch men.”  God is saying to me and to you - “this is what all our blessings are for and about - so that we can attract other people to God.  This is why God has allowed you and me to get into some deep water - so that we can share with others the saving and keeping power of Jesus!

Don’t be afraid to allow the Lord to move in your life - don’t pull back from His call to discipleship on your life.  Because God is simply trying to get you to be fishers of men/women, boy and girls.  So that you can lead them to a saving knowledge of Christ, so that they in turn will become fishers of men, thereby building up the Kingdom of God!!!!!!  Amen!

PRAYER

INVITATIONAL HYMN
