KINGDOM PRINCIPLES - SOWING AND REAPING

PRAYER

Scripture:  Mark 1:15 & Matt. 25:14-30

This morning we are going to be looking at our final kingdom principle and that is the principle of sowing and reaping.  Most of our lives we have heard that old cliché, “you reap what you sow”.  Normally when we think about that saying we think of it in the context of, ‘if you do something bad to someone else it will come back on you.’  And while there is a lot of Biblical truth in that statement, God wants you to realize that sowing and reaping is not always to be thought of in the negative realm.  There are a lot of good things that we can also think about when we think of the principle of sowing and reaping.  Good things such as, if you sow love you will reap love, if you sow kindness you will reap kindness, if you sow joy you will reap joy, etc.
The kingdom principle that God wants us to center on this morning is the principle of sowing and reaping in the financial realm.  God wants us to look at the kingdom principle of giving.  God wants us to look at the kingdom principle of using the money that He has given to us wisely.  Now, as soon as I said that we were going to be looking at the principle of sowing and reaping in the financial realm, some people immediately tuned me out.  They probably thought, “Oh, here she goes; she going to be talking about money.  She going to try and get me to put more money in the church.”  Well, if that is what you thought I want you to know that my motives are not quite what you think they are.  The reason that God wanted me to bring you this sermon is so that you can be blessed!  Because in the kingdom of God your blessings are contingent or you’re giving.  Your blessings are contingent on the principle of sowing and reaping!
I believe that the Scripture text that we just read shows that very plainly.  In our text Jesus says that the kingdom of heaven is like a man who is getting ready to go away to a far country and he is going to be gone for a while.  The man in this text depicts our Lord Jesus the Christ.  Before the man leaves he calls his servants.  The servants in the text represent us.  The man entrusted each of his servants with some talents.  Talents in this text are talking about cash money.  Notice it says that to one he gave five talents (probably about $5,000) and in those days that was an extravagant amount of money!  To the other he gave two talents ($2,000) and to the last he gave one talent ($1,000).  You say, Pastor, that isn’t fair!  Why wouldn’t he have given each of his servants the same amount of money?  Notice what verse 15 says, it says that he gave to “…each according to their ability.”  Now let me just stop there for a moment.  This shows us a very important principle in what God will give to us to handle.  Some of you keep wondering why God has not blessed you more financially and He says that is because you don’t have the ability to handle it.  He says that you have not shown yourself to be wise and prudent in handling the finances that He has already given to you!
So while the man is gone away the one with the $5,000 puts the money that he has been given to good use.  He makes the money work for him.  (Someone has said that the definition of whether a person is rich or not is if their money works for them or they work for their money.)  The man with the $5,000 doubles his money.  The same is true with the man with the $2000.  But the man with the $1000 does nothing with the money.  He digs a hole and hides the money in the ground.  When the Master comes back He commends the two wise servants but the one who hid the money, He was furious with and took the money that he had and gave it to the man who now had $10,000.  And then Jesus makes a very powerful statement about the kingdom principle of sowing and reaping.  Look at vs. 29  “For everyone who has will be given more, and he will have an abundance.  Whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken from him.”   Wow!!!  That’s powerful!
What is the problem here, what is God trying to teach us here?  He is trying to show us that in the kingdom of God there can be no hoarding.  There can be no justification of just storing up for you and not giving others a second thought.  (comments – H.S.  You wonder why you can’t get ahead.  You wonder why your money just seems to slip through your fingers.   Could it be that God allows what little you have to amount to nothing because you have not been faithful with what He has given you?)
Everything in the kingdom of God is based on this principle of sowing and reaping.  What if a farmer had a bushel of seeds?  But instead of planting them, he put them in a bushel basket and hid them away.  What good would those seeds do him?  It is not until he gives those seed away to the ground that will nurture them that the seed will begin to grow and he will reap a harvest.  It is the same principle with your finances.  With the economic crisis that is going on in the world today, the world is telling you to hoard.  It is telling you that it’s every man for him.  But God is telling us that if we want to receive we have first got to give.  Turn to Luke 6:38  “Give, and it will be given to you.  A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap.  For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.”  (comment on each point – H.S.)
There are four area of giving that God wants us to look at this morning.  And on these four areas your prosperity will stand or fall:
· Giving to God:  Turn to Proverbs 3:9-10  (NIV)  “Honor the LORD with your wealth, with the firstfruits of your crops; then your barns will be filled to overflowing, and your vats will brim over with new wine.”  Let me paraphrase this for you.  Honor the Lord with your money.  Question?  Does what you do with your money honor the Lord?   Notice that He not only says to honor Him with ALL your money, next He says honor him with the firstfruits of your crops.  That means honor Him with your tithe.  Your tithe is suppose to come first BEFORE anything and everything else.  Then notice He says that if you do these two things your barns and your vats (your bank account) will be filled to overflowing!!!  I don’t think it gets any better than that!!!  Did I hear someone ask “how do you honor God with your wealth?”  That’s a good question.  For an answer to that:

·  turn to Proverbs 28:22   “A stingy man is eager to get rich and is unaware that poverty awaits him.  Vs. 27  “He who gives to the poor will lack nothing, but he who closes his eyes to them receives many curses.”  We honor the Lord with our wealth when we give to the poor.  (comments – H.S.)
How else do we honor God with our wealth.  Turn to 2 Cor. 8:1-7  “And now, brothers, we want you to know about the grace that God has given the Macedonian churches.  Out of the most severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity.  For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their ability.  Entirely on their own, they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the saints.  And they did not do as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then to us in keeping with God will.  So we urged Titus, since he had earlier made a beginning to bring also to completion this act of grace on your part.  But just as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in your love for uss—see that you also excel in this grace of giving.”
We honor God by giving to other Christians so that no one in the household of faith suffers lack.  Notice what this text says:  The churches in Macedonian were being severely tried and tested and their finances were low.  Notice this text says they were in extreme poverty.  What has happened?  These believers were probably being persecuted for their faith; some of them may have lost their homes and jobs.  But notice what they do!  Scripture says that they PLEADED with Paul to be able to GIVE to some others believers who also were in need!!!  Scripture says that not only did they give what they were able but that gave over and above what they were able!  Why?  It says that their “overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity.”  (explain – H.S.)  I believe this church understood the principle of sowing and reaping.  I believe that they understood that as they gave they also would be blessed!!!!  They understood the principle of giving in their time of need.  Hallelujah and thank you Jesus!
Turn to 2 Cor. 9:6-15  “Remember this:  Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously.  Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion for God loves a cheerful giver.  And God is able to make all grace abound to you so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.  As it is written:



“He has scattered abroad his gifts to the poor; 



His righteousness endures forever.”

Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness.  You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.

This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God’s people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God.  Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else.  And in their prayers for you their hearts will go out to you, because of the surpassing grace God has given you.  Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!”
It is through our giving that we will be blessed.  But it is also through our giving that God will receive thanks, praise and He will be given the glory!  I told you that there were four areas that God wanted us to look at in the principle of giving.  The first was giving to God, second was giving to the poor, third was giving to other believers in need.  So what is the fourth point?
Turn to Matt. 6:3-4  “But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing.  So that your giving may be in secret.  Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.”  When we give, we have to give without show and without a desire for recognition.  (comments – H.S.)
Why are we to be such givers?  Because God was the first giver, He gave us the most indescribable gift when He gave us His son.  Sowing and reaping.  God sowed His Son into the ground (dying in our place) and when He was raised – He produced a crop of many more sons and daughters.  And praise God that includes each and every believer in Him. 
Giving is an attitude of the heart.  It is a heart that is willing not only to give material possessions but our very lives for the purpose and cause of Christ.  Thank you God for your indescribable gift!!!
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