1.  PRAYER:  OUR HOT LINE TO GOD

2.  February 19, 2006
PRAYER

3.  In our liturgical reading this morning from the book of Isaiah, we heard the Word of God saying “Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. See I am doing a new thing!  Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?  I am making a way in the desert and streams in the wasteland.”  All of us love to hear these types of verses because they bring a glimmer of hope in the midst of our lives.  (comments - H.S.)  ‘forget former things - do not dwell on past - doing a new thing - making way in desert and wasteland.’)  Throughout Scripture we read these wonderful and glorious problems, i.e., ‘God will provide all our needs… if we delight in Him, He will give us the desires of our hearts…if we ask anything in Jesus’ Name it shall be done unto us, etc.’ (comments - H.S.)  But then a seed of doubt springs up in our spirit and we hear Satan cunningly whispering in our ear, ‘well if that is true - why are you still going through the problems that you are going through?’  I know that that questions has come to some of your hearts and minds.  Because, to be totally honest, it has come to mine!
4.  So the question that can be asked is ‘since we have so many great and glorious promises in the Bible that belong to us, why is that so many Christians are living ineffectual Christians lives?’   Now the answers to this question are many and varied - but I believe that the primary reason is because we have failed to ‘tap into the power of God that resides inside of us.’  You say Pastor - what power are you talking about?  I am talking about the power of the Holy Spirit that lives inside of each and every believer.
5.  God tells us in “Eph. 1:18-20 (NIV)  “I PRAY also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the HOPE to which he has called you, the RICHES of his glorious INHERITENCE in the saints, and his incomparably great POWER for us who BELIEVE.  That POWER is like the working of his mighty strength, which he exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms.”  (Comments - H.S.)  God tells us that ALL of these things BELONG to us - but we don’t have them because we have failed to tap into His power.  You say Pastor, how do I tap into God’s power, what is the means that I need to use in order to access this power?  And the answer is - PRAYER!!!  So many of us don’t have the faintest idea of what praying is all about.  Prayer is our ‘Hot line to God!’  So many of us don’t know the power that is invested in prayer.
6.  God tells us in James 5:16 (b)  The prayer of a righteous man/woman is powerful and EFFECTIVE!!”  (Comments - H.S.)  So I am going to be doing a series on prayer - because I want to see this power of God revealed in your life and mine.  I am going to be doing a series on prayer - because I want to see God doing a ‘new’ thing in our lives and in this church.  I am going to be doing a series on prayer so that I will see God making a ‘way’ in our desert places and making a ‘stream’ in our wasteland.  So the first question that we need to ask ourselves is “What is the basics of an effective prayer?”  The disciples asked Jesus to teach them how to pray.
The first thing that Jesus teaches them to say is “our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thou Name.”  Or in other words Jesus is telling them and us in order for our prayers to be effective we must:

7.  Know the One to whom we are praying.  That means that we have got to know God ‘up close and personal.’  If you are going to pray and ask God for something you need to know what God is all about, you need to know the character of God.  Psalms 119:68  “You are good, and what you do is good; teach me your decrees.”  Just spouting the words - ‘God is good all the time and all the time God is good’ - doesn’t mean a hill of beans unless you know that truth down deep in your heart!  You have got to KNOW that God is good and that He wants the best for you.  You have to KNOW that God is a loving God, that He is a compassionate God, that He is a merciful God, that He is a just God, that He is a forgiving God.  If you don’t know that you know, that you know these things - what is the point of praying?  Why ask someone for something that you don’t believe they will give you in the first place!  You have got to know that you can TRUST God!

There may be some astute person in here who is saying - well if all these thing are true about God and His character - than why do many things happen that appear to be so contrary to his will?  Sin is the major reason. God has given humanity freedom, and we all too often make sinful, hurtful choices.  But that does not meant that we are just to sit back and watch as sin tears people’s lives apart!  God wants us to agonize in prayer with Him to change hearts and to redeem situations that He hates.

2.  Repent & confess your sins. Matt. 6:12, 14 (KJV))  “Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who have trespassed against us…For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you; But if you forgive NOT men their trespasses, NEITHER will your Father forgive your trespasses.  (comments - H.S.)  Unconfessed sin will hinder your prayers from being answered.  Now I am going to show you something that is going to boggle your mind.  Turn to Ezra 9:5-6  “Then, at the evening sacrifice, I rose from my self-abasement, with my tunic and cloak torn, and fell on my knees with my hands spread out to the LORD my God and prayed:  “O my God, I am too ashamed and disgraced to lift up my face to you, My God because OUR sins are higher than OUR heads and OUR guilt has reached to the heavens.”  (comments - H.S.)  Notice Ezra is praying for forgiveness for not only his sin but for the sins of others as well.  That means when we come to God in prayer that we need to not only confess and ask for forgiveness our sins but for the sins of other people as well.  You say, Pastor, I don’t believe that.  Well just glance over at Nehemiah 1:6  “let your ear be attentive and your eyes open to hear the prayer your servant is praying before you day and night for your servants, the people of Israel.  I confess the sins WE Israelites, including myself and my father’s house, have committed against you.”  (comments - H.S.)  When Nehemiah prayed for Jerusalem’s restoration, he didn’t pray for the city as if he were not part of it.  He realized that their sin was his sin too.  We have to realize that other people’s sin is our sin too.  We may not be directly involved in the vices present in our cities.  But remember that God says that “there is no temptation that is not common to humanity (I Cor. 10:13)  We can identify with the roots of any given sin in our nation.  By confessing them as our own, we can help break the power of these sins over our land and over our homes!!!  Perhaps you still need a little more evidence to support this truth that God is now showing to us.  Turn to Job 1:4-5  “His sons used to take turns holding feasts in their homes, and they would invite their three sisters to eat and drink with them.  When a period of feasting had run its course, Job would send and have them purified.  Early in the morning he would sacrifice a burnt offering for each of them, thinking, “Perhaps my children have sinned and cursed God in their hearts.”  This was Job’s regular custom.”  (comments - H.S.)  He would offer up sacrifices praying to God asking Him for forgiveness for any sin that his children may have committed.  Now do you get the picture?  When we come to God in prayer we need to pray and ask for forgiveness not only for our sin but for the sin of others as well.  Thank you Jesus!
3.  Get connected with God through faith.  Heb. 11:6  (NIV)  “And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to Him must believe that He exists and that he REWARDS those who earnestly SEEK Him.”  Praying without faith is like trying to illuminate an electric light without believing in using electricity.  If we can believe electric power exists, even though most of us have never seen it and don’t fully understand how it works, how much more should we believe in the One who is the greatest power source of all?  To get “connected’ with God we must firmly believe that He exists and that He responds to those who earnestly seek to KNOW and OBEY Him.  Romans 10:17 “Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God.”  That verse teaches us that faith GROWS by hearing and responding to God’s Word.  (comments - H.S.)  Remember what God tells us in James 1:6-9 (KJV)  “But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering.  For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed.  For let not that man think that he shall receive anything of the Lord.  A double minded man is unstable in all his ways.”  (comments - H.S.)

4.  Be honest in our prayer life.
· I Samuel 1:10  (NIV)  “In bitterness of soul Hannah wept much and prayed to the Lord.”
· Col. 4:12(b)  “He is always wrestling in prayer for you, that you may stand firm in all the will of God, mature and fully assured.”
     Hannah prayed with such visible distress over the fact that she couldn’t have a child, that 

     the priest Eli though she was drunk!  (comments - H.S.)  Ep-a-phras, a co-worker of 

     Paul, was ‘wrestling’ in prayer for the spiritual welfare of new believers in that church.

     When we pray we have got to be honest with God, honest about how we are feeling,

     honest about what we are doing, honest about what is going on in our lives and the lives
     of others.  The point is don’t try to ‘sugar-coat’ the situation with God.  He already 

     know what going on any way.  Most of all look at our Lord and Savior Jesus as a 

     perfect example.  When He prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane, Scripture says that

     he agonized ‘sweating great drops of blood!’  (comments - H.S.)  He was honest with 

    God concerning how He was feeling and what was going on inside of Him!
5.  Be consistent in prayer.  Luke 5:16  “But Jesus often withdrew to lonely places and prayed.”  Make prayer your number one priority in life.  You say Pastor, how can I do that?  My job is my first priority cause I have to pay my bills and put food on the table.  Yea, well, you better make prayer your number one priority because your job  can be here today and gone tomorrow.  But God will always be with you!!!  You say Pastor, I can’t make prayer my number one priority because my family, my child, my husband, my wife, etc. have to come first.  But you had better make prayer your number one priority in order to keep you family intact and for them to be safe, blessed and prosperous!!!  Why do we make excuses about why it’s so difficult to set aside time to pray?  We need to think about how it was for Jesus!  He had throngs of people clamoring after Him, but no matter where He was or how weary He was, He always found a way to get alone with His Father.  Scripture says He “often withdrew” to pray.  Even though He was the Son of God, He still needed time to talk with His Father.  He understood that He could only do the Father’s will by living in constant relationship with him.  Satan knows this and that is why he will do everything in his power to keep us from being consistent in our prayer life!

Prayer is our hot line to God.  As sons and daughters of God, we have this amazing privilege of tapping in to God’s awesome power.  Our heavenly Father wants to be in constant contact with us too.  Through the gift we call prayer, we can speak to Him any time of day or night, no appointment necessary!  And even more remarkably, he gives us the ability to hear Him and see Him respond to us.  This free access to God came at a high price—the death of His Son, Jesus the Christ.  Through His death and resurrection Jesus ripped apart the veil of sin that separated us from God.   And now, through prayer, we have direct access into the throne room of Almighty God!  Come back next week and learn more about the steps necessary in order to have an effective prayer life.  Amen
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