PRAYER II - GOD’S HOTLINE

February 26, 2005

PRAYER

Scripture:  Eph. 1:18-20

Last week God led us in the beginning of a series of sermons on prayer.  The reason for this is because prayer is our hot line to God.  Our based Scripture is coming from Eph. 1:18-20.  In this Scripture we see Paul praying for the believers in Ephesus.  He is praying that the ‘eyes of their heart’ will be opened so that they may be able to see, comprehend and live in the ‘hope, the riches of their inheritance, and that they may live in the power that has been given to them as believer.’  It tells them that the same power that God used to raise Jesus from the dead is now alive inside of each and every believer.

Now the question is, since Scripture is true, since God cannot lie, and all these things belong to us - why is it that so many Christians are living ineffective Christian lives?  I told you last week that the answer is that we have failed to tap into the greatest resource that we have as Christians and that is an effective prayer life.  Prayer is our hot-line to God!!!  God wants us to come to Him in prayer and He longs to answer our prayers - so what is the problem?  The problem is that so many of the prayers that we pray are ineffective.  Some of our prayers don’t get any further than the ceiling over our head and if they would materialize - they would fall down and hit us right on top of our heads!

God gave us 5 points last week on how to prayer effectively.  He gave us 5 points on how to get a prayer through:   1. You have to KNOW the One to whom we pray.  2.  Repent and confess our sins.  But not only do we have to confess our sins - we are to pray and ask God to FORGIVE the sins of others.  3.  Get connected with God through faith.  4.  Be honest in our prayers life.  5.  Be consistent in prayer.
This morning God wants to give us four more points that we need to incorporate in order to get our prayer through and to get our prayers answered.  The first point that God has for us today can be found in:

· James 4:3  “You ask and do not receive, because you ask amiss  (In the NIV it says you ask with the wrong motives.) that you may consume it upon your own lusts.”  So the first point is when you pray - don’t pray with selfish motives.  When we pray we need to ask God to reveal to us any hidden motives (private agendas) that we may have.  (comments - H.S.)

· the second point for today in praying an effective prayer is that you must know what God loves and what God hates.  Knowing these things will help us direct our prayers in a way that pleases Him.  Now we know first and foremost that God loves each and everyone of us.  All of us know that base Scripture from John 3:16  “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, so that whosoever believeth in Him shall not perish but shall have everlasting life.”  (comments - H.S.)  But what else does God love that will help us in our prayer life.  I will give you just a few:

a.  Turn to Micah 7:18  (NIV)  “Who is a God like you, who pardons sin and forgives the transgression of the remnant of His inheritance?  You do not stay ANGRY FOREVER but delights (loves) to show mercy!!!”  WOW!!  (comments - H.S.)  If God loves to show mercy - how much more than should we?

b.  Turn to Psalms 45:7 (a)  “You (the LORD) loves righteousness…”  God loves it when we are living according to His Word.  He loves it when we don’t allow unconfessed sin to separate us from Him.  (comments - H.S.)
c.  And God loves generosity.  Turn to 2 Cor. 9:7(b)  “…God loves a cheerful giver.”  We always think of giving in reference to finances.  Yes, God is talking about that, but He is also talking about much more than that!  He is talking about cheerfully giving of our time, our talents and ourselves.  (comments - H.S.)  God is a generous God and He wants to give to us,  He wants to answer our prayers.  But He also wants us to learn that He LOVES it when we pray for BLESSINGS on other people as well as ourselves!
Now that we know a few of the things that God loves, lets look at some of the things that God hates.  Because as I told you when you pray, in order for your prayers to be effective, you must know what God loves and what God hates.  The thing that God hates most is idolatry (anything or anyone we love more than Him).  God also hates injustice and partiality.  (comments - H.S.)  He also have given us a list of things that are detestable to Him.

a.  Turn to Proverbs 6:17-19  “There are six things that the LORD hates, seven that are detestable to him:

· haughty eyes - (the spirit that makes one overestimate himself and underestimate others)

· a lying tongue
· hands that shed innocent blood
· a heart that devises wicked schemes (wicked thoughts & plans)
· feet that are quick to rush into evil
· a false witness who pours out lies (even under oath)
· and a man who stirs up dissension among brothers.
(comments on each one - H.S.)

These are just a few of the things that Scripture tells us that God hates.  Knowing these things will help us in ‘how’ we pray and ‘what’ we pray for!!!  Studying God’s Word will help you pray the ‘effective’ prayer.

· The third step in praying an effective prayer is to cast down your imagination.  Turn to II Cor. 10:5  “Casting down imaginations and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bring every though into captivity to the obedience of Christ.”  We must bring every thought that is uncontrolled, wild, evil, lustful, immoral, and untrue that sets itself against God and His Word.  We have to fight to bring our imagination under control.  And we are to fight against any false ideas about God, false doctrine, teaching, etc.  We are to fight against human pride and arrogance, whereby we feel self-sufficient and self-righteous.  The believer needs to captivate every thought to the control and subjection of Christ!

Just to show you how important it is to keep your mind and thoughts under subjection - Turn to Romans 1:28-30  “Furthermore, since they did not think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God , (in their minds/thoughts) He gave them over to a depraved (reprobate-KJV) mind, to do what ought not to be done.  They have become filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and depravity.  They are full of envy,

murder, strife, deceit and malice.

They are gossips, slanderers. God-haters, insolent, arrogant and boastful; they INVENT ways of doing evil; they disobey their parents, they are senseless, faithless, heartless, ruthless.  Although they know God’s righteous decree that those who do such things deserve death, they not only continue to do these very things but also approve of those who practice them.”  WOW!!  (comments - H.S.)

So, as I said earlier, we need to learn to ‘cast-down’ any imagination that exalts itself over the Word of God!

· The fourth and final point for having an effective prayer life is to praise God and thank Him for His blessings.   Turn to Psalm 100:4-5  “Enter His gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise.  Be thankful unto Him and bless His Name.  For the Lord is good, His mercy is everlasting and His truth endures to all generations.  (comments - H.S.)  We know that God tells us in His Word that when the ‘praises go up, the blessings comes down.’  He also tells us that He ‘dwells in the midst of the praises of His people.’  If we want to learn to bring God into the midst of our circumstances, in the midst of our prayers, we need to learn to praise Him in ALL circumstances.

God wants us to have an effective prayer life and God wants us to know that prayer is our ‘hot-line’ to Him.  God wants us to become effective prayer warriors for ourselves and for His people.  He wants us to confront whatever it is that will block our prayers.  Whether it is unbelief, disobedience, guilt, etc., God wants us to confront it, repent and give it to Him.  One of the reasons that people don’t pray as they should is laziness.  Just as with physical exercise, the more we devote ourselves to praying, the more God will energize our prayers.  God knows that we all face distractions that steal our time for prayer.  But each of us makes our own choices.  If we choose to seek God rather than our own entertainment, God will satisfy not only our needs, but our hearts desires as well.

Come back next week and God will be teaching us on ‘intercessory prayer.”  Amen!
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