THE JOY OF THE LORD - 3/11/07

PRAYER

Scripture:  Heb. 12:2

For the past several weeks, we have been looking at the cross of Jesus.  Even though each one of the sermons was distinct in themselves - the theme that went through both of them is that Jesus chose to die on the cross.  This morning - the cross of Jesus will be alluded to, but the theme of this sermon will be the ‘joy of the Lord.’  So often, we have sung that song ‘The Joy of the Lord is My Strength,’ but this morning we want to look at how this sentiment is not only a nice song to sing, this sentiment is not only Scripturally based, but we want to see how this statement of ‘the joy of the Lord being our strength becomes a reality in our lives!

You may be thinking - ‘why is that important?’  And the answer is because all of us have some types of issues going on in our lives.  All of us have some type of trial or test that we are going through.  Someone may be saying, ‘not me, Pastor, I am not going through any trial.’  And my answer is something that I have shared with you before.  Each of us are in one of three categories - (1) you are either currently IN a trial (2) you have just come OUT of a trial (3) you are getting ready to ENTER into a trial.

So the question that can be asked is ‘how do you maintain your joy, while you are being tested and tried?’  How do you ‘maintain your joy, when it seems as though your world is crashing in around you?’  And I need to let you know that that is a very good question.  So for an answer we are going to look at our Scripture text in depth.  Heb. 12:2  “Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.”

1.  The first thing that we need to do when we have issues in our lives, when we are being tested or tried, is to ‘look unto Jesus.’  Now we can say that in a variety of ways, we can say ‘set your eyes upon Jesus; turn you eyes upon Jesus; or in today’s vernacular we can say ‘make Jesus your focal point.’  When we are going through - we have to make Jesus the focal point of our lives, the focal point of our attention.  Why do we need to do that?

a.  First of all - whenever you are going through a problem, it is always good to be able to talk to someone who can identify with you, who can identify with what you are going through.  Jesus knows what it feels like to be tested and tried.  He knows what it feels like to be tempted.  Heb. 4:15 (Amplified)  “For we do not have a High Priest Who is unable to understand and sympathize and have a shared feeling with our weaknesses and infirmities and liability to the assaults of temptation, but One Who has been tempted in every respect as we are, yet without sinning.”  (comments - H.S.)

b.  We need to look unto Jesus when we are hurting or experiencing sorrow in our lives.  Because as the old folks use to say “He is a man of sorrow and acquainted with grief.”

c.  We need to fix our eyes on Jesus when we are going through because He is the only One who has the power to change our situation and if He deems that we need to go through - He is the One who will give you the STRENGTH to handle the situation.

2.  Jesus will give you the strength to endure.  Let’s look at the next point in Scripture that God would have us to look at right now.  Scripture says that Jesus endured the cross.  I looked the word endure up in the dictionary:  endure = to make hard (1) to carry on through despite hardships (2) to bear with tolerance (3) to continue in existence: LAST (4) to suffer patiently without yielding.  Most of us when we experience trials we want to be removed or delivered out of the situation, but sometimes God says no!  If God delivered us out of every situation or hardship in our lives how would we ever learn how to endure?  How would we ever be made strong?

Notice Scripture does not say that Jesus embraced the cross - it says that He   endured the cross.  Even though it was His choice to go to the cross or not, even though He chose the nails - it does not mean that He ran up to it laughing and frolicking like it was no big deal.  It does not mean that because He choose the nails that He was saying ‘no sweat, I can handle this.’  Because doesn’t Scripture tells us that the night before in the Garden of Gethsemane that He sweated ‘great drops of blood’ - as He agonized over all that the cross would entail.

Jesus endured the cross but not only that, notice what else Scripture says - it says that He despised the shame!  He hated the fact that when He was hung on that cross, He would be branded as a criminal!  Because it was only criminals that were crucified!  He hated the shame of that!  He hated the shame of being humiliated in front of His mother and His disciples, as He hung their naked for all the world to see.  He hated that!

Just like many of us hate the situations that we are going through.  I think some of us have been confused by some teachings that have come from church leaders.  I know that Scripture James 1:2 “…count it all joy when you fall into divers temptations.”  Rom. 8:28  “And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God…”  But that does not mean that are happy about the hard situations that you go through.  It doesn’t mean you jumping around saying “Praise the Lord, I don’t have money to pay my bills, or praise the Lord, my child is jail, or praise the Lord my marriage is falling apart, etc.”  It means that in the MIDST of whatever you are going through you can have the joy of the Lord (which we will talk about in a minute) and you can have the ‘peace that surpasses all understanding’ in the midst of it all!  JESUS ENDURED THE CROSS, DESPISING THE SHAME!!!

In the midst of what we are going through God is trying to strengthen us, He is trying to teach us to endure, He is trying to show us how to ‘keep on, keeping on’ no matter what life throws at us!

3.  The third point that God would have you to see in this is HOW He was able to choose the nails, HOW He endured the cross, despising the shame.  How?  Because of ‘the joy that was sent before Him.”  What was that joy?

· The joy of the day when the price for sin would be totally and completely paid.

· The joy of the day when Satan would be defeated and he would no longer be able to tempt, hurt and destroy the family of God.

· The day when God “shall wipe away all tears from our eyes, and there will be no more death, sorrow, nor crying, neither will there be any more pain.”
· The day when the new heavens and earth would be recreated and all the redeemed would be living with God in glory and would be worshipping and praise God in Spirit and in Truth.

· The day when He would return triumphant into heaven and would sit down on the right hand of the Father because His work on earth would be finished.!!!!

This is the joy that sustained Jesus as He went through the greatest trial of His life.  This is the joy that allow Him to continue to function in His every day life - doing the things that God had sent Him to do.  And this is the joy of the Lord that is to be our strength as we go through our trials.  Whereby, we can say like old man Job - ‘though He slays me - yet will I serve Him!”  But not only is our joy to be in the future, for what God is GOING to do.  But the joy of the Lord also includes what God is doing for us right now and what God has already done for us in the past.

We serve a God who cares for us who loves us.  And He is concerned about EVERY area of our lives!  Remember you may be going through now - but God tells us in Psalms 30:5  “weeping may endure for a night (notice that word endure again) but JOY COMETH in the morning.”  Psalm 126:5  “They that sow in tears shall reap in joy.”  This is the promise that I stand on this morning because I have sown in tears - I have sown the Word, I have sown my time, I have sown my finances, I have sown my love - even when my heart was breaking and now God is preparing me to reap the harvest.  And the same promise applies to each and every one of you!   Thank you Jesus!
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