HOPE IN CHRIST

PRAYER

Scripture:  Jeremiah 29:11  “For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”
There is a key word in this Scripture text that we are going to be talking about, and that word is hope.  That is such a ‘little’ word, just four little letters; h-o-p-e.  But even though the word is small it is gigantic and is powerful in meaning.  There is a well known minister/politician who has coined a cliché, ‘keep hope alive.’  And while this sounds good by itself, unless you know who or what this hope is grounded in, it can become meaningless.  I agree with all of my heart that hope is essential in the world that we live in today.  I’m sure that you would also agree with me that hope is sorely missing in many peoples lives today.  When you think about it, look into the eyes of so many of our young people.  There is no hope there!  So they turn to gangs, violence, drugs, alcohol and crime.  Why?  Because they have no hope and they are looking for something or someone to give them a sense of security; to give them a sense of belonging; to give them something to fill the void in the lives.  When you think about it, look into the eyes of the homeless as you pass them on the streets.  There is no semblance of hope there, just a deep resignation of accepting their lot in life.  Look into the eyes of people who have lost their jobs or have been placed on furloughs become of the economy, many will look back at you with bland stares.  Why?  Because there is no hope there.
When I was praying about doing a sermon on hope, especially during this Lenten season, God gave me three degrees of hope.  There are the hopeful, the hopeless and the hope deferred.  The question is:  which degree of hope are you currently in?  Are you hopeful, hopeless, or are you in ‘hope deferred.’  Now someone may be asking themselves, “what does hope deferred mean?’  Before I answer that, let me show you what God says about ‘hope deferred.”  Turn to Proverbs 13:12(a)  “Hope deferred makes the heart sick…”  (comments – H.S.)  That means that if you keep hoping for something and that hope is never fulfilled, then it will begin to hurt you deep inside.  It can cause you to be depressed, melancholy and frustrated, etc.  Someone here may be thinking, ‘that’s exactly where I am Pastor.  I’m in hope deferred, because I’ve been wishing and hoping and praying for something to happen and it just hasn’t.  That’s why I’m in hope deferred because I’ve been hoping for this one thing all these years and nothing has changed.  Yea, I’m heart sick, depressed, frustrated because I’m stuck in hope deferred.”  Well, if that is the case for you this morning, just hang on!  God’s got a moving van and He wants to move you from the hope deferred, to the hopeful and then on to hope realized!!!
Before God can do that however, there is something that you must realize about the word hope.  The word ‘hope’ is just one side of a two-sided coin.  Take a coin out of your pocket.  Each coin has two-sides, we normally refer to them as heads and tails.  If the coin you are holding only had one side stamped and the other side was blank, it would not be legal tender in our country.  Technically, it would have no value.  Now, remember I said that ‘hope’ is just one side of a two-sided coin, if the other side is blank, it has no value.  What has to be on the other side of this coin?  On what side, you have hope.  But on the other side there must be faith!  Hope without faith holds no value!!!  (repeat)  Is that revelation, wisdom and knowledge for you!  I pray that it is!  That’s why just saying ‘keep hope alive,’ has no intrinsic value!  It is WHO you have hope in, coupled with your faith that can move you from hope deferred, to hopeful and then to hope realized.  All of you who have been in church for any length of time know what God says in Heb. 11:1 “ Now faith is the substance of things HOPED for, the evidence of things not seen.”  (comments – H.S.)  God is showing us here that hope and faith have to go together; they are the individual sides of a two-sided coin.
The reason that so many people live on ‘hope deferred’ avenue is because of who or where they are placing their hope.  Remember what King David said in Psalm 20:7  “Some trust (hope) in chariots and some in horses, but we trust (hope) in the Name of the Lord our God.”  In this text chariots and horses are symbolic of military might and strength.  (comments – H.S.)  If you are placing your hope/faith in money, position or power, I’m afraid you are going to be sorely disappointed!  The only sure foundation, the only never changing foundation that we can place our hope in is our Lord Jesus the Christ.  And during this Lenten Season, we are reminded of why we can place our hope and trust in Him.  Why?
· Because He is our never changing Lord.  (comments – H.S.)

· He is our Friend that sticketh closer than a brother.  (comments – H.S.)

· He is the One who loves us with an all consuming love.  A love that He was willing to display by giving His life for us.  (comments – H.S.)

Didn’t God tell us in Romans 8:32  “He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things.”  (comments – H.S.)  That’s why we can place our hope and trust in Him. 
Notice what God, again, tells us about hope in our base Scripture.  Turn back to:  Jeremiah 29:11  “For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”  God wants you to have hope!  He wants you to live a life of hope, but it’s got to be a hope that is grounded  with faith in Him, faith in His promises.
Notice the points in this text:  (comment on each)
· I know the plans I have for you.

· Plans to prosper you

· Plans to do you no harm

· Plans to give you hope and a future.

God doesn’t want you to live a life of hopelessness and He doesn’t want you to live a life of hope deferred.  What does He want us to do while we are waiting for our hope to be realized?  Turn to Habakkuk 2:2-3  “Then the Lord replied:  “Write down the revelation and make it plain on tablets so that a herald may run with it.  For the revelation awaits an appointed time; it speaks of the end it will not prove false.  Thought it linger (tarries), wait for it;  it will certainly come and will not delay.”
(comment on each point)
· write down your vision, (hopes and dreams) 
· make them plain

· realize at God’s appointed time it will come to pass.

· Wait on it, believing that it will certainly come to pass.

The last thing that you must do:  Turn to Rom. 12:12  “Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.”  
The first point here is extremely important:

· to be joyful in hope.  That means while you are waiting in believing faith, you are not to be walking around grumbling and complaining.  You live a life of joyful expectation, knowing that if God said it, that settles it!!!  Next God tells us that while we are waiting for our hope to be materialized from the spiritual to the physical realm, we are to:

· be patient in affliction.  Knowing that things are not always going to be easy, knowing that things are not always going to go the way that we want them to.  We are to be patient when problems/afflictions come because we know that even with this, God is working out His plan in our lives.  (comments – H.S.)  And finally we are to:

· remain faithful in prayer.  You know that God tells us in His Word to pray without ceasing.  Or in other words, stay in constant contact with our Lord and with our God.
When we live this life of hope, we will soon see ourselves with a change of address.  We will change from hope deferred to hope realized.  This is what this Lenten season is all about, living a life of hope.  Hope that is grounded in our Lord and Savior Jesus the Christ.  Amen!  Amen!
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