WHAT IS YOUR PASSION?
PRAYER

Scripture:  John 2:13-17

As our Scripture text opens Jesus has gone to the Temple in Jerusalem.  And what He saw there caused His blood to boil.  When He went into the Temple, in the Court of the Gentiles, He saw people there who had turned the temple into a common market place.  Jesus saw those who were selling oxen, sheep and doves for the animal sacrifices.  And He saw those who had set-up booths, right in the midst of the temple, to change the people’s money into temple currency.  When Jesus saw this He went ballistic!!!

He made a whip out of some type of cords and ran through out the temple chasing out the animals, turning over the money changers tables and tossing their trays around.  All the time He is screaming, ‘Get these things out of here!  Make not my Father’s house a house of merchandise!”  Now I need to stop here for a moment and remind you of something I previously taught you.  The time frame of this Scripture text is at the beginning of Jesus’ ministry.  But He also did the same thing on Palm Sunday, at the end of His ministry.  And that time when He went into the temple and chased out the animals and money changers. He added something to His demands.  He said “my Father’s house is to be a house of prayer, but you have made it a den of thieves.”
The question can be asked ‘why did Jesus do this, why did He begin and end His ministry with the cleansing of the Temple?”  The answer can be found in the 17th verse  “And his disciples remembered that it was written, The zeal of thine house hath eaten me up.”  I like the way the Amplified version puts it – “…the zeal (the fervor of love) for Your house will eat Me up.  (I will be consumed with jealousy for the honor of Your house.”  Notice the Amplified’s definition of zeal is ‘fervor of love.’  Notice also that it says, “I will be CONSUMED with jealously for the honor of Your house.”  In others words Scripture is speaking of Jesus’ passion for His Father’s house.
When we think of the word passion, we normally think of sexual passion.  We have heard of heinous crimes being committed in the heat of passion.  But the word passion means so much more than these types of things.  The word passion can be used for that which consumes you, that which motivates you and keeps you going when every part of you wants to give up.  Passion can be described as the driving force in your life.  A perfect example would be that during the Lenten season we are challenged to remember the passion of Christ.  As a matter of fact, if you remember, that was the title of Mel Gibson’s move, “The Passion of Christ.”
We always think of Jesus’ passion as His suffering and His death.  But in actuality that was not His passion, it was the RESULT of His passion.  It was His passion, it was His love for His Father’s house that caused Him to react the way that He did.  And it was His passion, His love for US that consumed Him and drove Him moment by moment and step by step.  It was His passion for us that CAUSED Him to continue on through His suffering and ultimately His death.
With those thoughts in mind, the question for you today is ‘what is your passion?’  Notice I did not say, ‘where’ is your passion? but ‘what’ is your passion?  What is it in life that you are passionate about?  What is it that consumes your thoughts most of the day?  What is the driving force in your life?  Some people may say that they are not passionate about anything.  And my response to that is – ‘that’s sad.’  I really and truly mean that!

I think that it is sad for anyone to walk around and not have something that they are passionate about.  Maybe that is the problem with so many people today – they have nothing in their lives that they feel passionate about.  Or if they are passionate about something – they are passionate about the wrong thing.  Some people are passionate about money, power, sex, prestige, fame, careers, etc.  And while there is not anything inherently wrong about desiring any of these things, there is something wrong when they become your consuming passion.
Why?  Let me give you an example.   Turn to Luke 12:15-21  “And he said unto them, take heed, and beware of covetousness:  for a man’s life consisteth not in the abundance of things which he possesseth.  And he spake a parable unto them, saying, The ground of a certain rich man brought forth plentifully:  And he thought within himself, saying, What shall I do, because I have no room where to bestow my fruits?  And he said, This will I do, I will pull down my barns, and build greater; and there will I bestow all my fruits and my goods.  And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry   But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee; then whose shall those things be, which thou has provided?  So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.”  (comments – H.S.)
God ask the question, “What is it going to profit us if our consuming passion is power, wealth, prestige, yet we are not rich toward Him.”  You say what does that mean?  Well, I will tell you in a moment, but I need to show you something else first.  Let’s start again with vs. 22-24. “ And he said unto his disciples, Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat; neither for the body, what ye shall put on.  The life is more than meat, and the body is more than raiment.  Consider the ravens: for they neither sow nor reap; which neither have storehouse nor barn; and God feedeth them; how much more are ye better than the fowls? 
 Vs. 29-31  “And seek not ye what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink, neither be ye of doubtful mind.  For all these things do the nations of the world seek after; and your Father knoweth that ye have need of these things.  But rather seek ye the Kingdom of God; and all these things shall be added unto you.”   (Comment-H.S.)
God does not want your consuming passion to be things – because things (no matter how much they cost) will eventually pass away.  God wants you to be rich toward Him and that means having God and His righteousness as your consuming passion.  During this Lenten Season, God wants to become the consuming passion in your life.  He wants to be your reason for living.  He wants to be what motivates you to get up in the morning.  Remember what was said about Jesus “…the zeal (the fervor of love) for Your house will eat Me up.  Jesus had a zeal, a fervor of love, a passion for the Father’s house.  And you need to know my brothers and sisters in Christ that not only included the physical temple that had been built, but that includes each and every believer.  Because God tells us in Heb. 3:6  “But Christ is faithful as a son over God’s house.  And we are his house…”  We are the temple of God and the fervor of love that Christ has for us was and is His consuming passion!!!  God wants us to have the same consuming passion for Christ.  How is that passion to be revealed in our life?
Turn to John 9:4  “I must work the works of Him that sent me, while it is day:  the night cometh, when no man can work.”  (comments – H.S.)
I Cor. 9:16  “For though I preach the gospel, I have nothing to glory of:  for necessity is laid upon me; yea, woe is unto me if I preach not the gospel!”  (comments – H.S.)
The passion that we have for Christ is to be reveal by our working for Him each and every day.  The passion that we have for Christ is to be revealed in our preaching our sharing the good news of Jesus Christ.  Not so that we can receive some glory, but we preach out of necessity.  (comments – H.S.)  We must be like Jeremiah when he said in Jer. 20:9  “But His word was in mine heart as a burning fire shut up in my bones, and I could not stay.”  (comments – H.S.)

During this Lenten Season pray for God to place within your heart and mind the same passion for Christ that He has for us!  Amen!!!
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