NO FAULT INSURANCE

PRAYER

Scripture:  Matt. 27:11-20 & Luke 23:1-4

Today is Palm Sunday, a day that we traditionally center on Jesus’ triumphant ride into Jerusalem.  We look at the people loudly crying out, “Hosanna, Blessed is He would cometh in the Name of the Lord!”  In our mind’s eye we can see people joyously waving their palm branches in the air.  And we can see them laying them in the roadway, as well as their cloaks and coats, making a crude type of carpet for our Lord to ride on.
In the background we can hear the voices of children crying out, ‘Hosanna, to the son of David!”  If we listen closely we can also hear the voices of the men trying to silent the cries of the children – telling Jesus to make them be quiet.  And then we hear Jesus’ firm and authoritative voice saying – ‘if these would be quiet – the very rocks would cry out!”
These are some of the things that we would normally talk about today because it is Palm Sunday.  But as the Lord often does with me – He is going to take us into an entirely different direction.  This morning we are going to travel from Palm Sunday to Friday morning.  We are going to travel from the people celebrating Jesus to their crying out crucify Him, crucify Him.
Jesus had been arrested the previous night.  He had been beaten, spit upon, struck in the face and His beard had been savagely ripped out.  Now with the dawn of morning He had been bound and taken before Pontius Pilate so that he could be given the death penalty.  As Pilate sets there on the judgment seat – His wife discreetly comes to him and says “Have thou nothing to do with that just man, for I have suffered many things this day in a dream because of Him.”  From that point on – Pilate tries His best to figure out a way to set Jesus free.  He listens to the lies that the people lodge against Him!  And he knows within his spirit that they are lies because Scripture tells us hat he knew that the only reason the priests and the scribes had arrested Him and wanted to put Him to death was because of their jealousy of Him!  He even questions Jesus Himself.  And when He does – Pilate utters those immortal words – “I find no fault in this man!”  And this is what God wants to talk to you about today!  He wants me to ask you the question – “Do you have ‘no fault’ insurance?
When people read these words in Scripture they always harangue Pilate and talk about what a coward he was!  Because even though he said he found ‘no fault’ in Jesus – He still handed Him over to the people to be put to death!  And while I understand their feelings, while I understand that Pilate acted in a cowardly way, that he didn’t have the courage of his convictions – I still say ‘praise the Lord’ for his spiritual insight.  I still say ‘praise the Lord’ that he could see that there was ‘no fault’ in this man called Jesus!  Why is that so important?  Turn to Heb. 9:28  “So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that look for him shall he appear the second time without sin unto salvation.”
Now I need to read this to you out of the Amplified version:  “Even so it is that Christ, having been offered to take upon Himself and bear as a burden the sins of many once and once for all, will appear a second time, not to carry any burden of sin nor to deal with sin, but to bring to full salvation those who are (eagerly, constantly, and patiently) waiting for and expecting Him.”  Hallelujah!  It is important that Pilate could say that he found ‘no fault’ in Jesus.  Because Jesus could not have bore the penalty for our sins if He was sinful Himself!  The sacrifice for sin had to be PURE and SPOTLESS!  And when Jesus comes back to second time – He is not coming to pay the penalty for sin all over again.  He is coming to receive unto Himself those that have ‘no fault insurance!”
You say, ‘Pastor, what do you mean – no fault insurance – are you talking about car insurance?’  And my answer is – “PLEASE!”  Turn to Ezekiel 18:4  “Behold, all souls are mine; as the soul of the father, so also the soul of the son is mine; the soul that sinneth, it shall die.”  Now it doesn’t take a rocket scientist to understand this verse.  God says that everyone and anyone who sins shall die.  Now this is not just talking about physical death, it is talking about ‘spiritual death’ – eternal separation from God in hell!  Therefore, it was and is essential that a perfect sacrifice be made in order to cleanse us of our sin and to give us ‘no fault insurance’ whereby, we would have perfect coverage.
Because of what Jesus had done, when Satan tries to accuse us because of past sin in our lives, we can pull out our policy (Bible) and show that we have coverage and don’t have to pay any penalty.  We have ‘no fault’ insurance because of what Jesus has already done!
You say ‘Pastor, how and why would God give to us ‘no fault insurance?’  For an answer to that - let’s look at some verses in Isaiah 53 (Amplified version).
Vs.4  “Surely he hast borne our griefs (sicknesses, weaknesses, and distresses) and carried our sorrows and pains (of punishment), yet we (ignorantly) considered Him stricken, smitten, and afflicted by God (as if with leprosy).
Vs. 5 “But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our guilt and iniquities; the chastisement (needed to obtain) peace and well-being for us was upon Him, and with the stripes (that wounded) Him we are healed and made whole.”
Vs. 6  “All we like sheep have gone astray, we have turned every one to his own way; and the Lord has made to light upon Him the guilt and iniquity of us all.
When Pilate said that he found no fault in Jesus and then had Him crucified anyway – it was the innocent dying for the guilt.  When Jesus died He was bearing all that Satan would inflict upon us, i.e., grief, sickness, weaknesses and distress.  Jesus bore the sorrow and pain of the punishment that we should have born.  Yet the world considered Him to be going through all of this because God had turned His back on Him and rejected Him.  But all the time He was paying the price so that God would have nothing to accuse us of!  So when God would call for a verdict for all the sins we have committed in life – Jesus would speak up as our defense attorney.  And He would say – “I find no fault in them because all of their sin has been covered by my blood!  (comments – H.S.)
Vs. 10 “Yet it was the will of the Lord to bruise Him; He has put Him to grief and made Him sick.  When You and He make His life and offering for sin (and He has risen from the dead, in time to come), He shall see His (spiritual offspring).  He shall prolong His days, and the will and pleasure of the Lord will prosper in His hand.”  (comments – H. S.)  God was willing to allow His Son to go through all of this so that after He had died and rose from the dead – He would have ‘spiritual offspring.)
Vs. 11 “He shall see (the fruit) of the travail of His soul and be satisfied; by His knowledge of Himself (which he possesses and imparts to others) shall My (uncompromisingly) righteous One, My Servant, justify many and make many righteous (upright and in right standing with God), for He shall bear their iniquities and their guilt with the consequences, says the Lord.”  (comments  - H.S.)

When Jesus paid the price for our ‘no fault insurance’ – He justified us.  Whereby, God does not see us as poor, unworthy sinners, but God sees us with the two little words that are in ‘justify.’  He will see us ‘just’ as ‘if’ we never sinned!!!  Hallelujah!
Vs. 12  “Therefore will I divide Him a portion with the great (kings and rulers), and He shall divide the spoil, with the mighty, because He poured out His life unto death, and (He let Himself) be regarded as a criminal, and be numbered with the transgressors; yet He bore (and took away) the sin of many and made intercession for the transgressors (the rebellious).  (comments – H.S.)

Because Jesus did what the Father had requested ALL of the wealth of the world was His.  And notice God says that Jesus would divide the wealthy with the mighty – those who are ‘mighty’ in their faith in Him!  Jesus was labeled a criminal, He was labeled a heretic so that He could bear the penalty and relieve the world of their debt of sin.  And to provide you and to provide me with ‘no fault insurance.’
But you can only KNOW that you have this insurance coverage – once you have repented of your sins, asked God for forgiveness, and asking Jesus to come into your heart to be your Lord and your Savior!  Then the words of Pilate concerning Jesus – “I find no fault in Him” can also be said of you – “I find no fault in him/her’ because the sin penalty has been paid!  Thank you Lord!!!
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