THE SECOND SON - 3/18/07

PRAYER

Scripture:  Luke 15:25-32

This morning in our liturgical reading, we heard the story of the prodigal son.  Any of you who have been in church for any length of time know this story.  You know how the youngest son went to his father, asking for his share of his father’s estate.  You know how the father gave it to him and he went to a far country and wasted his inheritance on wine, women and song.  Scripture says that he wasted his inheritance on riotous living!

He became friendless, poor and destitute, almost to the point of starving to death.  But one day Scripture says that he ‘came to himself.’ I love that saying that ‘he came to himself.’  At any rate, he remembered from whence he had fallen and he returns home - asking his father for forgiveness and is welcomed back into the family again.  His father is so elated that his wayward son has come home that he clothes him in his finest apparel, places the family signet ring on his finger and throws a party!  Before we go any further, we need to stop a moment and identify the players in this drama that we have seen unfolding before our eyes.  The father in the story represents Almighty God, our heavenly father.  The prodigal son represents the sinner who has turned their back on God, wasted their lives in doing their own thing.  But, one day they realized their sinfulness, their need for God.  And they came to God with all their mess and with all the stench of their sinful lives and God welcomed them back into the family with forgive, love and with opened arms.

I believed that some of you in here can identify with the prodigal son - because I know that I can!!! Now this is an extremely short version of what has occurred in this young man’s life because this morning we are not going to center on the prodigal son.  We are not going on the wayward son - but we are going to look at the second son.  So let’s pick up from there.  Scripture says that when the prodigal son returned that the other son was out in the fields working.  (that sounds like a good thing)  But because he was out in the fields, he didn’t have the foggiest idea as to what was going on in the house.  In my way of thinking it is probably around evening time when all of this was going on.  The reason that I believe that it was around evening time is because the other son has finished working and is returning home.  And in my remembrance - when I lived on my grandmother’s farm, we would always eat a hearty breakfast but we never broke for lunch.  You would only return to the house at the end of the day.  You say why is this important?  Because even though this sermon is not about the prodigal son - it goes well with pointing out that when he decided to come back home it was almost at the end of the day.  Signifying that when some people give their lives to Christ - that sometime wait until it is almost too late.  They almost wait till the time that the light of their lives is almost over and darkness of death is fast approaching them.

But, at any rate, the other son is almost to the house when all of a sudden he hears music and dancing.  At he wonders within his spirit ‘what in the world is going on!’  He sees one of the servants and he questions him.  The servant replies, “thy brother is come, and thy father hath killed the fatted calf, because he hath received him safe and sound.’  The other brother gets an instant attitude.  Now, we need to stop here and identify who the other brother represents.  I have already told you that the Father represents Almighty God.  The prodigal son represents the repentant sinner.  So who does the other son represent?  He represents the self-righteous, holier than thou people who are in the church.  This cannot represent someone who is unsaved - because he is a ‘brother’ - he is part of the family.  And as we examine this text we will see where the father tells him that everything he has belongs to him.

So this other brother is still part of the church, he is still part of the family, but look at his attitude!  His first reaction is one of anger.  The question is what was he angry about?  So often, people walk around with attitudes.  They get angry - but they have never taken the opportunity to examine what they are angry about.  So many people use the excuse, I just have a temper, I just can’t help myself.  But my brothers and sisters in Christ, when you are ‘in Christ’ that is not true.  You can do something about your anger; you can do something about your temper.  All you have to do is to look around and you will see that we live in the midst of an ‘angry’ generation.  All you have to do is to look at the ‘mugs’ that our young men and women put on their faces and underneath you will see that they are angry!

Let’s look at what Scripture says Eccl. 7:9  “Be not hasty in thy spirit to be angry:  for anger resteth in the bosom of fools.”  (comments - H.S.)

Prov. 22:24  “Make no friendship with an angry man; and with a furious man thou shalt not go.”  (comments - H.S.)  Matt. 5:22  “But I say unto you, that whosoever is angry with his brother WITHOUT A CAUSE shall be in danger of the judgment.”  (comments - H.S.)

Anger is not an emotion that we as Christians are supposed to walk around with.  How can we have such angry spirits, when we say that we belong to the One who has the power to change us and the circumstances that we are in?  Someone may be thinking - well, Pastor, didn’t Jesus Himself get angry?  And my answer to you is yes, but look at what made Him angry, unrighteousness!  His was a righteous anger - is yours?  There is nothing wrong with anger if it is directed at the right thing/issues.  If you are anger because of the sin in this world, if you are angry because the world is rejecting our Lord, if you are angry because of people being abused and misused.  Is yours a righteous anger or a selfish anger - because someone didn’t do something the way you wanted them to?

What else did this young man do?  Not only did he get angry - but he REFUSED to enter into his father’s house.  Notice what Scripture says in; vs 28 “and he was angry, and would not go in.”    This is so typical of people who have an angry spirit.  The first thing that he does is he:
a.  withdraws.  He withdraws by refusing to go in.  Look at some people you know in church, at home, on your job or simply friends.  Have they withdrawn themselves from you, have they withdrawn themselves from their friends and ultimately have they withdrawn from our God?  If you examine them closely, you will be able to determine that they have an angry spirit.  They are angry because they have some unmet needs in their lives.  Whether it is a need that results from a lack of feeling loved, or a need that arises because they have not reached the level of success that they think they should have, or a need that arises because they have not done the things that they think are expected of them, and the list can go on and on.
b.  The second thing that you can see from this text is that he has lost his joy!  He hears his family and friends celebrating on the inside of the house but he wants no part of it.  Why?  Because he has lost his joy because he is so focused on feeling sorry for himself!  He was unhappy and he wanted to make everyone around him to wallow in his misery as well!
Notice what he says to his father in vs. 29-30  “…Lo, these many years do I serve thee, neither transgressed I at any time thy commandment:  and yet thou never gavest me a kid, that I might make merry with my friends:  But as soon as this THY son was come, which hath devoured thy living with harlots, thou hast killed for him the fatted calf.”

This man is revealing now the truth of what has been going on inside of him for so many years.  He says in effect - “I’ve been working for you all these years and I have never not down anything that you told me to do!”  This other son is revealing the self-righteous pride that has gripped his heart and mind.  Notice what he said - “I’ve served you!”  “I obeyed you!”  But it was not out of a heart of love but it out of a false sense of pride.   God wants you to know this morning that He doesn’t want you to serve Him because you feel obligated or because you think it makes you superior to someone else- He wants you to serve Him because you LOVE Him.

I also feel that this other son was jealous of his younger brother.  I believed he also envied him in some ways.  Even though he did not go and do what the younger brother did - it may be that deep in his heart he always wanted to but was afraid!  And that kind of fear can be a good thing - if it keeps you from harm’s way and if it keeps you from sinning and destroying your life.  But let look at this from God’s perspective.  God was pleased - (as the father in this text) that the other son had stayed and worked with and for him all those years.  But he also wanted that son to develop a heart of compassion and forgiveness for his brother who had not.
Notice Scripture tells us that the other son would not go into the father’s house.  But the father CAME OUT to him.  This is what God says - He is letting you know that you may not want any part of Him, but He wants to be a part of you.  You may not choose to serve Him on a regular basis - but that He is always standing there waiting for you to come back to Him.
I think the saddest part of this parable is in the 31-32 verse “And he said unto him, Son, thou art ever with me, and all that I have is thine.  It was meet that we should make merry, and be glad:  for this they brother was dead, and is alive again; and was lost, and is found.”  But notice what is not there - it does NOT say that the other brother came in.  It does not say that the other brother put aside his anger and resentment.  It never says whether the other brother embraced and returned to the family that loved him.

The question for you this morning is ‘how about you?  Have you withdrawn and separated yourself from your family, friends and again, ultimately, from our God.  If you have God is standing, waiting to welcome you home.
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