PREPARATION PRECEDES BLESSINGS

PRAYER

Scripture:  John 9:1-7

Our Scripture text this morning is one that is very familiar to most of us.  It is a story of Jesus healing a man who had been born blind.  This morning we are going to examine this text to receive some additional revelation, wisdom and knowledge that will revolutionalize our thinking, as well as our lives!  Just to give you an idea of where we will be going with this text, let me give you the title of this sermon – “Preparation Precedes Blessings.”
As our text opens, Jesus and His disciples are walking along the way and they notice a blind man standing on the wayside.  Now Scripture doesn’t give us very much information about this man but we can conjecture that the disciples knew him.  They had seen this man before.  How do I know this because they ask Jesus the question ‘Master, who did sin, this man, or his parents that he was born blind?’  So they must have known him before or how else would they have known that he was BORN blind?  (comments – H.S.)
They asked a question that was traditional for the day and they asked a question that still is asked today.  Why was this man born blind – had he sinned (which is kind of ridiculous because he was born that way) or had his parents sinned?  I am sure that most of you can understand how these disciples were thinking.  They believed that if something bad happened to someone it was because that person (or their parents) had sinned and God was punishing them for that.  It’s like it that old t.v. program were Maude would always say “God’s going to get you for that.”  They thought that every misfortune that came upon a person was a direct result of sin.
Some of you here this morning may have found yourself with the same mind-set from time to time.  Perhaps you have lost a job, or you have gotten sick, or you child has gone astray, or someone that you have loved has died.  Have you every thought or asked yourself the question, ‘did this happen because God is punishing me for something wrong I did in my life.’  I remember this beautiful elderly Saint at the church I used to Pastor, and she got very ill.  And every time I spoke with her she would always say – “God must be punishing me for something I did or I wouldn’t be so sick and in so much pain.’  But, my brothers and sisters in Christ – bad things do happen to good people.  And it’s not always ‘about you.’  Even though what may be happening in your life INVOLVES you – it is not always BECAUSE of you.  God has a purpose for EVERYTHING THAT HE ALLOWS to occur in our lives!!!
In this text that we just read – the disciples had known this man before.  I wonder how many times they walked passed him before without giving him a second thought?  I wonder how man times this man had struggled and made his way to this particular spot? Then he would return home again, perhaps with some coins that people had given him, but basically still being unchanged – still being blind.  I want you to notice the answer that Jesus gave the disciples as to why this man was born blind.  “Neither hath this man sinned, nor his parents; but that the works of God should be made manifest in him.”  Jesus is saying that this man was born blind, not because of sin, but so that God’s glory could be revealed IN him and THROUGH him!!!  Wow!!!
So what is the first point that God would have us to learn from this?  The point is that no matter what it is that we are going through God wants His glory to shine through you!  Just think about that for a moment.  Does it seem hard to compute in your mind?  Isn’t it hard sometimes to understand the ways of God?  When you are going through problems, God wants to get the glory from your life!  Sometimes that is easier said than done.  Let’s look at this text again.  This was a grown man – so he could have been 20, 30 perhaps even 50 years old.  He may not have been older than that because if you read further in the Scripture you will see that this man’s parents are still alive.  So let’s suppose that he was 30 years old.  God had allowed him to be blind for thirty years.  God had allowed his parents to suffer the heartache of having a child that was blind for thirty years.  Why?  So that God’s glory could be manifested in his life!!!  How would God’s glory be manifested?  By his healing, yes!  But I believe that it was more than that.  I believe that God’s glory would be manifested in his life by HOW he handled his infirmity as he went through life!
I don’t know what each of you is going through at this point in time.  And I don’t know how long you have been going through.  But what you have to do is keep on going.  In my day they would say ‘keep on pushing.’  So the second point is -don’t allow what you are going through to stop you from going on!  Don’t allow what you are going through to bring you to a stand still!  If this man had given up and just set home feeling sorry for himself – he would not have been at the road side when Jesus passed by!!!
Remember I said don’t allow what you are going through to make you stand still.  Now, there may be someone here who is well-versed in the Word who is saying ‘doesn’t God say ‘stand still and see the salvation of the Lord.”  And of course that is true!  But God doesn’t tell us to stand still forever!  We are to stand still and let the Lord fight our battles in some instances.  But at others times God tells us that we have to ‘fight the good fight of faith.’  And fighting the good fight of faith in this instance means to ‘keep on keeping on.’  It means not to allow your circumstances to weigh you down to the point of immobility!
Remember I told you the title of this sermon was ‘preparation precedes blessing.’  This man, unbeknowing to him, was preparing himself to be blessed by continuing to press his way on by going about his daily activities; by not allowing himself to get down and depressed!!!  If he had not been there, the same place that he had gone to countless times before.  If he had not been there – pressing on – he would have missed out on his blessing.  Perhaps you will better understand what I am saying if I take you a little further into the text.  Jesus tells the disciples “Neither hath this man sinned, nor his parents:  but that the works of God should be made manifest in him.  I must work the works of him that sent me, while it is day:  the night cometh when no man can work.  As long as I am in the world I am the light of the world.

Jesus is saying that this man was born blind so that the power of God could be displayed in his life.  God want His power to be displayed in each of our lives as well.  (comments – H.S.)  Jesus is saying ‘I have come to this earth to reveal God’s power in this earth realm.  I have come here for a purpose and I have come here only for a certain length of time.  He says ‘I must do the work of God while it is light.’  Now Jesus is not talking about the light being daytime.  But He is saying that the ‘Light’ which is Him has come into a world that is dark with sin.  And that He must do the works of God while He is physically here on this earth – because ‘night time’ was coming.  Night time signifies His death!  When He would no longer be physically here with us!  He must do the work of God now – not put it off to later because later would be too late!!!
Then Jesus – stoops down and spits in the dirt and makes a little mud.  He takes the mud and spreads it over the blind man’s eyes and tells him to go wash in the pool of Siloam.  Notice something that should blow your mind.  The man never asked Jesus to be healed and Jesus never told the man that he was going to be healed!  He simply told him to go wash in the pool of Siloam.  What does that show us – it shows us the third point for today and that is to allow God to do what only He can do and for you to do what you must do!  The man’s healing was not manifested until he went.  If he would have stood still – he would have missed his blessing.  The man’s part in this was to go and God’s part was to do!!!
Let me give you a few examples of this principle of ‘preparation precedes blessings.’  Turn to 2 King 3:16-17 And he said, Thus saith the Lord, Make this valley full of ditches.  For thus saith the Lord, Ye shall not see wind, neither shall ye see, rain; yet that valley shall be filled with water, that ye may drink, both ye, an your cattle, and your beasts.”  What’s the point?  There would be no water for the army until ditches were dug!  (comments – H.S.)  Preparation precedes blessings!

Turn to 2 King 4:3-4 “Then he said, Go, borrow thee vessels abroad of all they neighbors, even empty vessels; borrow not a few.  And when thou art come in, thou shalt shut the door upon thee and thy sons, and shalt pour out into all these vessels, and thou shalt set aside that which is full.”  Point?  There would be no oil until the vessels were gathered.  (comments – H.S.)  Preparation precedes blessings!

Turn to John 11:39  “Jesus said, take ye away the stone.  Martha, the sister of him that was dead, saith unto him, Lord, by this time he stinketh:  for he hath been dead four days.”  Point?  There would be no resurrection of Lazarus until the stone was removed.  (comments – H.S.)  Preparation precedes blessings!
In our original text, the blind man had to do what Jesus told him to do – because there would be no vision without obedience.  There would be no seeing for him until he did what God had commanded Him to do.

Whatever it is that you are going through in your life, know that God has a purpose.  God is allowing you to go through so that you can be prepared to receive your blessings.  But you are the one who has to push on, you are the one who can not give up and you are the one who must allow God’s glory to be revealed in your life as you go through.

Remember, David said in Psalms 23 – “yea, though I walk THROUGH the valley of the shadow of death…”  Notice David said that he went through the valley – he didn’t make his home there!  Remember preparation precedes blessings, so prepare yourself this morning, keep on keeping on, because your blessing is on the way!!!
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