PORTRAIT OF A FAILURE

PRAYER

Scripture:  John 12:4-6

The title of our sermon this morning is “Portrait Of a Failure.”  We are going to be looking at the life and the character of a man named Judas Iscariot.  All of you have probably heard about him because he is the one who betrayed our Lord and Savior Jesus the Christ.  The question that comes to many of our hearts and minds is, why?  Why would someone who had been a disciple of Christ betray Him?  Why would someone who had been ‘hand-picked’ by our Lord, someone who had set under His teachings, someone who had walked and talked with our Lord and heard things that are not even recorded in this Book, why would he sell out our Lord.  Why would someone who had witnessed Jesus healing blind Bartimaeus, who had been their when Jesus had touched the brier where the son of the widow of Nain laid dead and that touch brought him back to life, why would one whom had seen Jesus walking on the water; and who commanded the winds and the waves by saying ‘peace be still, why would this person turn his back on such a One as that?  While I can’t give you a complete and definitive answer, I do believe that God is going to give us some insight into this man called Judas.  Why would we even want to know more about this betrayer, about this traitor, about this Judas?  Because, prayerfully, we will be able to gain some insight or danger signals that will help us to avoid the same pit-falls.
Historians have stated that Judas was a Zealot, a revolutionary.  That he belonged to a group of people who were trying to devise ways of overthrowing the Roman government.  (comments – H.S.)  While I can’t go into that in any detail, I can let you know what Scripture tells us about him.  In our Scripture text in John, Jesus is at the home of Mary, Martha and Lazarus.  It is only six days before our Lord will be put to death.  He know this, He knows the exact day and hour that He will die.  But we don’t see Him  hiding, shaking in His boots.  No, instead we see Him going about His daily routine.  And on this particular day He is having dinner with a family that He loves dearly.  They are having a dinner to honor Him.  I’m not sure but I believe it was after dinner, when they were lounging around, Mary comes to Jesus.  She takes a pint of costly perfume and pours it on Jesus’ feet and then begins to wipe His feet with her hair.  This is an act of pure love, adoration and worship.  Why would Mary do this?  Think about the time, not many days before, when Mary and Martha had sent for Jesus because their brother Lazarus was deathly ill.  By the time that Jesus got there, Lazarus had already died and was buried.  When Jesus came to them, they were crying and lamenting saying, ‘Lord, if you had been here our brother wouldn’t have died.’  Jesus declared to them, “I am the resurrection and the life; he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live:  And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die…”  Then Jesus called Lazarus by name, and he came out of that grave, alive and well.  Do you see now why Mary would have taken this expensive bottle of perfume and anointed our Lord’s feet?  
Now, the whole time this is going on Judas is there.  (All of the disciples had probably been invited to dinner as well.)  When He sees what Mary does, Judas gets an instant attitude.  He says “Why wasn’t this perfume sold and the money give to the poor?  It was worth a year’s wages.”  What is the first thing that we can learn about Judas character from this.
· Judas was a hypocrite!  He was pretending to be something on the outside, that he wasn’t on the inside.  Judas knew what Jesus and His ministry was all about.  He knew about Jesus’ love and concern for the poor and the needy.  So he said what he thought Jesus would want to hear.
Do you know anything about that?  Do you talk the talk but don’t walk the walk!  Do you know how to look pious and holy, saying amen, hallelujah and praise the Lord at just the right time and in just the right places?  Are you like the ones God spoke about in Isaiah 29:13  “These people come near to me with their mouth and honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me.”
What else can we learn about Judas from this text?  Judas had:

· a critical spirit.  He criticized Mary for her work and for her devotion to our Lord.
A critical spirit is a dangerous thing and it is a tool of the devil.  Why is it so easy to point out what we believe to be wrong in someone else’s life?  Why is it that so many people derived a sick satisfaction in tearing someone else down?  Because they see a lack inside of themselves and they need to be able to criticize and look down on someone else to make them feel better!  (comments – H.S.)  Satan uses a critical spirit to destroy relationships and to destroy the hopes and dreams in someone else’s life!

Judas had sat under Jesus teaching for 3 ½ years, but he never allowed the message to go from his head to his heart.  (comments – H.S.)  Why?  Because He had a hidden agenda for following Christ.  How do I know that?  Look at what else our text says in John.  “He did not say this because he cared about the poor but because he was a thief; as keeper of the money bag, he used to help himself to what was put into it.”  Wow!  Can you believe that?  Think about it.  Judas had been elevated to the position of treasurer of the group.  That means that Jesus and the other disciples saw some potential in him.  They gave him a position of honor and a position of authority.  But he abused the power that was given to him.
· Judas was a thief.  He was stealing money out of the treasury.  That’s why he was so critical of the act of worship that Mary had perfumed.  Because he saw this as a lost opportunity to enrich himself!

Are you allowing Satan to use you to steal from the Lord as well.  We loudly proclaim, oh no Pastor, I would never steal from God.  Are you robbing from God with your tithes and your offering?  Stop making excuses!  If you are not tithing, you are robbing God.  And you are opening yourself up demonic attack.  (I’ll explain that later on in the sermon.)  Judas was a thief.  Are you also stealing from God with your time and your service?  How many times have you told God that you were going to spend more time with Him?  How many times have you told God that you were going to spend more time in His word and coming to Bible study?  Are you stealing from God not only with your finances but with your time and service as well.
So far we have seen that Judas was a hypocrite, he had a critical spirit and now we learn that he was a thief.  What else does Scripture tells us about this man.  Turn to Matt. 26:14-15  “Then one of the twelve—the one called Judas Iscariot—went to the chief priest and asked, “what are you will to give me if I hand him over to you.  So they counted out for him thirty silver coins.  From then on Judas watched for an opportunity to hand him over.  This passage clearly shows us that Judas was:
· a schemer.  He didn’t just inadvertently betray our Lord at the spare of the moment.  He planned and schemed to do it.  He went over to the enemies camp because following Jesus had not been as beneficial as he had hoped it would be.
What was it that he was looking for from Jesus?  Did he expect Him to revolt and start a military campaign to overthrow Rome?  If that was what he thought his hopes were being dashed because Jesus was talking more and more about His death.  He kept talking about laying down His life so that others would live.  Judas didn’t want to hear this kind of talk.  It was counterproductive to what Judas wanted and expected.  So Judas decided to cash in his chips (so to speak) while it could still be financially advantageous for him.  (comments – H.S.)
The question that we should ask ourselves from this is, ‘what is it that we are looking for from Jesus?’  Why are you following Jesus?  Are you following Him simply because of what you think you can get from Him?  Are you following Him because you think it makes you look good and respectable?  Are you following Him because this is what your parents want or your wife/husband wants?  Or are you following Him because you love Him and want to serve Him?  Only you can answer that question.
What else does Scripture shows us as we look at this portrait of a failure.  This next Scripture may brake your heart, so be strong as we read it.  John 13:21-30  “After he had said this, Jesus was troubled in spirit, and testified, ‘I tell you the truth, one of you is going to betray me.’  His disciples stared at one another, at a loss to know which of them he meant.  One of them, the disciple whom Jesus loved, was reclining next to him.  Simon Peter motioned to this disciple and said, ‘Ask him which one he means.’  Leaning back against Jesus, he asked, ‘Lord, who is it?’  Jesus answered, ‘It is the one to whom I will give this piece of bread when I have dipped it in the dish.’  Then, dipping the piece of bread, he gave it to Judas Iscariot, son of Simon.  As soon as Judas took the bread, Satan entered into him.  ‘What you are about to do, do quick,’ Jesus told him.’…vs. 30 As soon as Judas had taken the bread, he went out.  And it was night.”
Doesn’t this break your heart?  Jesus knew who it was that was sitting at the table with Him, sharing a meal; the one who would betray Him.  (comments – H.S.)  And when Jesus took the bread, dipped it into the gravy/sauce, He handed it to Judas.  Picture, the hand of the Savior feeding/ministering to His enemy.  Does it remind you of Psalm 23, ”thou prepareth a table before me in the presence of mine enemies.”  Scripture says that as soon as Judas took the bread:

· Satan entered into him.  That is the part that is so horrific.  That is the part that I was referring to when I said, be strong when you read it.  Satan entered/took possession of Judas.
Remember when I told you that if you play around with stealing from God you open yourself up to demonic attack?  This is what I meant.  Judas had played around with sin too long.  He had pretended to be a follower of Christ for too long.  This portrait of a failure showed that he was a hypocrite, he had a critical spirit, he was a thief and he was a schemer.  Because he was all of this things, because he hadn’t repented but just kept on pretending, now he has become possessed by the devil.  How awful!  Notice what the last part of this passage says, ‘As soon as Judas had taken the bread, he went out.  And it was night.  Can you see the symbolism in this.  After he had become possessed of the devil, he went out into the darkness.  He is now walking under the power of the prince of darkness, rather than walking in the Light of Christ.  This man who had walked with our Lord for 3 ½ years has now become demon possessed.  What happens now and what other character trait can we see in this portrait of a failure.
Turn to Luke 22:47-48  “While he was still speaking a crowd came up, and the man who was called Judas, one of the Twelve, was leading them.  He approached Jesus to kiss him, but Jesus asked him, ‘Judas, are you betraying the Son of Man with a kiss?’”  What can we learn from this?  A Satan possessed man is a:
· treacherous man.  He is a dangerous man and He is sly and cunning.
Here comes Judas with a crowd following him.  He has already informed the leaders that he would show them which one Jesus was by kissing him on the cheek, then they could arrest Him.  This takes place in the Garden of Gethsemane.  And it is dark, so Jesus would not have been easily identified.  Judas plan was especially treacherous because he used the symbol of friendship to betray our Lord.  (comments – H.S.)  Satan had deceived this man into thinking he could play around with the Lord.  Satan had deceived him into thinking that he could use God for his own selfish benefits.  Satan had deceived him into thinking that he could play around with sin.  Judas had become a treacherous and dangerous man.  Let’s look at the ultimate consequences.  Turn to Matt. 27:3-5  “When Judas, who had betrayed him, saw that Jesus was condemned, he was seized with remorse and returned the thirty silver coins to the chief priests and the elders.  ‘I have sinned,’ he said, ‘for I have betrayed innocent blood.’  ‘What is that to us?’ they replied.  ‘That’s your responsibility.’  So Judas threw the money into the temple and left.  Then he went away and hanged himself.”  (comments – H.S.)  What a disastrous end to a life that had so much potential.  He had been hand selected by Jesus.  He had been given a position of authority.  He had walked and talked with our Lord.  Yet he had ended his life by committing suicide.  Why?  Because he allowed Satan to deceive him.  And Satan’s ultimate deception was to tell himself that it was now too late, God could never forgive him.  Satan convinced Judas to take his own life.  Judas was remorseful, he was sorry for what he had done.  He tried to make restitution by taking the money back to those who had hired him to betray Jesus.  But they refused to take the money back, so he flung it on the temple floor and ran out and hung himself.  If only he had remembered some of the teachings that he had heard from Jesus.  If only he remembered when Jesus said ‘if your enemy strikes on one church, turn the other cheek.”  That would mean that Jesus would not have held any animosity against him.  If only he remembered when Jesus said, ‘love they neighbor as thyself,’ he would have known that Jesus still loved him.  If only he remembered when Jesus said, “peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you,’ he would have known that Jesus would give him peace for his troubled mind.’  If only he would have waited until the next morning when they had nailed Jesus to the cross.  He would have heard Jesus’ first cry from the cross, ‘Father, forgive them for they know not what they do.’  Judas would have known that that included him!  He could have been forgiven, all he had to do was to repent and to ask.
There may be someone here this morning who has been playing the hypocrite with the Lord.  There may be someone who has been stealing from the Lord with their tithes and offering.  There may be someone here who scheming in their relationship with the Lord, pretending to serve Him because you want to something from Him.  If that’s the case, know that it is not too late.  All you have to come to Jesus and ask Him for forgiveness.  He’s standing here with other arms.  There may be someone here who has never made a profession of faith in Christ, who has never repented of your sin and asked Jesus to save you.  As we sing this old hymn of the church, Come to Jesus, I ask you to come forward and get your life right with God.  Amen!
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