POWER OF THE RESURRECTION

PRAYER

Scripture:  Matt. 27:62-66 & Matt. 28:1-6, 11-15

The unthinkable has happened, Jesus has been crucified.  Even if a person did not believe that Jesus was the promised Messiah, what had occurred was still unthinkable because a innocent man had been put to death.  Joseph, of Arimathea, a wealthy man had gone to Pilate and asked permission to take His bruised and beaten body down from the cross so that he could bury Him.  Even this in itself was a fulfillment of prophecy because Scripture said that the promised Messiah would not only be put to death, but that He would be buried in a borrowed tomb.
It was early Friday evening and Jesus had to be buried in a hurry because the Sabbath was fast approaching and Jewish law would not permit a Jew to touch a dead body on the Sabbath.  Because Jesus had to be buried in a hurry, Joseph did not have time to properly anoint His body.  He simply wrapped Him in a clean linen cloth, laid Him in the tomb and had a huge stone rolled over to close the opening.
What follows next is quite astonishing.  So lets back up for a moment.  We know from last weeks sermon that when the Chief Priest and Pharisees had Jesus arrested and brought before Pilate, that they had done it out of jealousy and ultimately out of fear.  I said out of fear because they were afraid that if they didn’t do away with Jesus – the people would all start to follow Him and their positions of authority would be eliminated.
Now, again, we see them in Chapter 27 acting out of fear.  This time they are not acting out of fear of Jesus because after all He is dead and why would someone fear a dead man!  No, this time they are acting out of fear of His followers.  Why?  Because they knew what Jesus had taught, matter of fact some of them probably hear Him themselves.  Jesus had taught His disciples over and over again that He would be put to death.  He had been trying to prepare them for what was to come.  I remember of one instance when Jesus had prophesied concerning His death, Peter had spoken up and said ‘may it never be!’  And Jesus had responded to Him “get thee behind me Satan!”  (comments – H.S.)  So the priests and Pharisees knew that Jesus had not only prophesied His death but that He would rise in three days!
They really didn’t believe it but they were afraid that the disciples would come during the night and steal the body and begin to preach that Jesus had arisen from the dead.  So they asked Pilate to allow them to secure the tomb.  Why would they have to go to Pilate for this?  Because they wanted not only the tomb to be sealed but they wanted guards to be posted to keep the disciples out!  Oh, my brothers and sisters in Christ you need to know that there is ‘power in the resurrection’ of Christ.  Because they could post guards at the grave to keep the disciples out – but all the guards in the world couldn’t keep Jesus in!!!  Praise the Lord!!!  That reminds me of how so many people walk around and they are like  graves – matter of fact Jesus once described some of the people of the day as ‘white-washed’ graves!  The people who are walking around without Jesus are like dead-men walking or closed up graves because they have sealed their hearts to keep Jesus out.  But once they have allowed the Holy Spirit to soften their hearts, to show them their need for Christ, once they allow Jesus in - no guard or seal can keep Him from shining out of their hearts!  Hallelujah!
Notice what else the priest and Pharisees say to Pilate “Command therefore that the sepulchre be made sure…so the last error shall be worse than the first.”  In the Amplified Version says ‘so the last fraud and deception’ be worse than the first.  The question that should come to your mind is ‘whose fraud and deception?’  We know that they are accusing Jesus of fraud and deception, but it actuality they are speaking of themselves!  Isn’t it amazing how people will accuse you of the evil that is actually inside of themselves!  (comments – H.S.)
Pilate does as the priest and Pharisees ask and has Jesus tomb sealed and a guard placed there.  But then comes Sunday morning!  Oh, how I love to say that…’but then comes Sunday morning.’  The women are on their way to the grave yard to anoint our Lord’s body.  As they travel on their way Scripture says that there was a great earthquake and an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and rolled back the boulder and sat on it.  I like the idea of the angel sitting on the boulder as if it was nothing.  But the question that comes to my mind is ‘why the earthquake?’  The angel could have just rolled the stone away – so why the earthquake?  Notice Scripture does not just call it an earthquake – it says that it was a ‘great’ earthquake.  Well, I’m going to use some ‘poetic license’ right now and give you some food for thought.
Turn to Matt. 27:50-53  “Jesus, when he had cried again with a loud voice, yielded up the ghost.  And, behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom; and the EARTH DID QUAKE, and rocks rent; and the graves were opened; and many bodies of the SAINTS which slept arose, and came out of the graves AFTER his resurrection, and went into the holy city, and appeared unto many.  Now when the centurion and they that were with him, watching Jesus, saw the earthquake, and those things that were done, they feared greatly, saying, Truly this was the Son of God. ”
Turn to Rom. 8:22  “For we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now.”
When Jesus hung on the cross dying for the sin of the world that was also a ‘great earthquake.’  In my minds eye I see the earth groaning and travailing in pain and anguish as the blood of its Creator soaked into its’ soil.  I see the earth quaking and the rocks splitting in dismay over what the creature was doing to their Creator.  Like the sun hiding its face in shame; covering the earth in darkness because it was mourning our Lord’s death.  The earth quaked as our Lord died and the earth quaked again at our Lord’s resurrection!  Now this is where the poetic license comes in.  The earth quaked as Jesus died - in pain and remorse because soon it would hold the very body of its creator.  (comments – H.S.) And the earth also quaked preparing itself to give birth!  You say ‘what do you mean?’
Remember this Scripture says that the earthquake occurred while Jesus was on the cross.  But it also says that the graves were opened and many Saints arose from the dead AFTER Jesus resurrection and went witnessing throughout Jerusalem!  (Oh, how I wish I knew what they said!)  The earth quaked to give birth because remember Rom. 8 says that the earth groans and travails in pain.  God uses the same words to describe what the earth went through as He does with a woman giving birth to a child.  The earth quaked because it was preparing to give birth to the physical bodies of the Saints that had previously died.
Oh, hallelujah, can’t you see what these means?   Remember, the Saints of Old were not resurrected until AFTER Jesus had been resurrected.  Jesus had to be resurrected first, to never die again.  The earth quaked while Jesus was on the cross – that was its labor pains.  But then on Resurrection morning – the earth quaked again – this time to give birth to some of the O.T. Saints.  It was as if the earth was ‘belching’ them out!  Why is this important?  The resurrection of these saints symbolized at least two things.
1.  It symbolized the conquest of death by Christ.  The sting is now taken from death; the power of death is now broken.  “For He must reign, till he hath put all enemies under his feet.  The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death.”  (I Cor. 15:25-26)

2.  It symbolized the resurrection of believers.  Believers shall arise and be recognized and know one another.  “And this is the will of Him that sent me, that every one which seeth the Son, and believeth on Him, may have everlasting life:  and I will raise him up at the last day”  (John 6:40).
Many believe that before the resurrection of Christ all dead people went to a place known in Scripture as Hades.  Hades was divided into two areas, paradise and hell.  The spirit of believers went to paradise; the spirits of unbelievers went to hell.  Some Bible scholars, as well as myself, believe that when Christ arose He took the saints of paradise with Him to heaven to live in the presence of God forever.  Now, since Christ’s resurrection, all believers go immediately into the presence of God.  Paul even tells us in Eph. 4:8-10  “When He ascended up on high, He led captivity captive…but He also descended first into the lower parts of the earth…”  The idea is that Christ led captivity—sin, death, and hell—captive.  He conquered all the enemies of humanity and set humankind free to arise and live forever in the presence of God.  Amen!!!
When the women got to the tomb they saw the angel sitting on the boulder and all the guards laying on the ground shaking in their boots.  The angels said unto the women “Fear not ye; for I know that ye seek Jesus, which was crucified.  He is not here; for he is risen as he said, Come, see the place where the Lord lay; and go quickly and tell his disciples that he is risen from the dead…”  The women do as they are instructed and after they left, the soldier fearfully make their way back to town.  Some of the soldiers go to these same priest and Pharisees who had early accused Jesus of fraud and deception and tell them what has happened.  They call together the elders and have a meeting.  They give the soldiers a LARGE sum of money to lie and say that Jesus’ disciples had come and stolen His body.
Look at how their deceit and deception has progressed.  They had used treachery to arrest Him; an illegal court to try Him; false charges to accuse Him before Pilate; and now they are using bribery to discredit His resurrection.  (comments – H.S.)  And the problem is – Satan is still using some of the same lies today.  He doesn’t want you to believe in the resurrection of Christ.  Why?  Because there is power in the resurrection, there is healing in the resurrection, there is deliverance in the resurrection; there is peace in the resurrection.  And, ultimately, there is salvation in our resurrected Lord!!!
The resurrection of Christ is real and even though Satan tried to use lies to hide the truth, the truth can never stay hidden for long.  Scripture says that when Jesus arose from the dead not only did He appear to Cephas, to the twelve, but also to over five hundred people.  And Jesus had been revealing Himself and changing people’s lives from resurrection day ‘til today.  Jesus died to pay the penalty for our sin and He arose to give us victory over sin, death, hell and the graver!  Repent of your sin, ask God for forgiveness and then ask Him to come into your heart as Lord and Savior.  After you have done that you will begin the greatest adventure that you could ever experience, not only in this life but in life hereafter!  Amen and hallelujah!!!
PRAYER

INVITATIONAL HYMN
