A LIFE THAT GLORIFIES GOD

PRAYER

Scripture:  Luke 19:29-36 
Palm Sunday is the beginning of Holy Week/Passion Week.  It is called Holy Week because it is the last week of Jesus’ earthly ministry.  It is called Passion Week because it is the time of our Lord’s greatest suffering.  Jesus knew what this week would entail.  So He is making an ‘all-out’ push to let the world know exactly who He is.  He gives His disciples specific instructions to go into the village and to get a colt and bring it to Him.  He tells them that the colt He is sending them for is one that no one has ever ridden or sat on before.  He also tells them that if the owner objected, to simply tell him ‘the Lord has need of Him.’  Now, we need to stop right here because there are some important truths that God would have us to glean out of what Jesus has said thus far.
When you study Scripture, you’ll be surprised at the things that you can learn from.   With that thought in mind, this morning we need to look at this colt.   We need to understand why Jesus chose this particular animal and what it represented.
· First of all, we need to remember that Jesus had said that it was to be an animal that had never been ridden.  Why?  Because when something is to be used in the service of the Lord, it has to be unpolluted.  Or in other words, It is to be consecrated or set aside.  Why, because the purpose that it will be used for is considered to be sacred.  When something is considered to be sacred it is being set aside for God use.  (much like our communion chalices)  This animal would be considered sacred because it would be carrying the sacred one, the Holy One of God.  The One who had been set-aside for God’s purpose.  Jesus tells us in John 17:19  “And for their sakes I sanctify myself, that they also might be sanctified through the truth.”  Jesus ‘sets himself apart to do God will.”
God had look down at a lost and dying world.  He had looked down at a people who were destroying themselves and destroying other people.  He looked down at a people who were lost in their sin and who were living without hope.  Remember the words in Isa. 6:8  “Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, and who will go four us.  Then said I, Here am I, send me.”  The only answer was if God Himself intervened in the lives of humankind.  Therefore, Jesus sanctified Himself, set Himself apart to do God will.
John 17:19 also tells us that Jesus sanctified Himself, so that we also would be holy and sanctified.  That we too would be consecrated for God’s use!  (comments – H.S.)
· The second thing that we can learn from this is that when Jesus rode into Jerusalem on the back of this donkey, He would be presenting Himself to these people and to us as God’s perfect sacrifice.  Oh, yes, the hallelujahs would ring out.  But Jesus knew how it would all end.  He would be presenting Himself as the perfect Lamb of God who was willing to give His life for the world!  Turn to Heb. 10: 12 But this man (Jesus), after he had offered one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down on the right hand of God.”  (comments – H.S.)
In our text Jesus would soon be riding into Jerusalem.  He knew He would be enthusiastically received in the beginning.  But He also knew that enthusiasm would soon wane and the ones who now cried Hosanna would soon be crying ‘crucify Him.’  He knew that in the ‘natural’ people have a short attention span.  He knew how people could switch their emotions from love to hatred in a mini-second.  He knew how people had a tendency to run hot and cold.  But the amazing thing about this is that the people’s reaction didn’t deter Jesus from doing what He knew God had sent Him to do!  Can you imagine that?  Jesus continued to ride into Jerusalem as the perfect sacrifice.
· The third thing that we can learn from this animal is that a donkey is a ‘service’ animal.  It is used to carry the supplies and equipment of its’ owner.  That is why it is called a ‘beast of burden.  That’s why Jesus chosen this particular animal because He was using it to portray that He, too, would be our burden bearer!!!  He was willing to carry our burden of sin all of the way to the Cross.  Hallelujah!  But not only did He carry our burden of sin all the way to His death.  But now, He lives to carry the burdens of our life here on earth.  We all know that life can be hard.  And the problems of life puts a strain on us as we attempt to carry them.  Problems put a strain on our marriage, on our relationships, on our children, on our finances.  But take heart my brothers and sisters in Christ.  That’s why Jesus rode this beast of burden into Jerusalem, because He was showing us that these problems that we are straining under the weight of, all we have to do is give them to Him.  How do I know?  Didn’t Jesus tell us in I Peter 5:7  “Cast all your anxiety/care/problems on Him because He cares for you.”  He is your burden bearer.
· The fourth thing that we can learn from why Jesus choose this animal is because in those days when a King rode into a city on the back of a donkey, it was a symbol of peace.  (If the King was coming as a warrior, he would ride a stallion.)  Jesus was letting the people know that, yes, He was coming as their King.  But He was coming as a King of Peace.  He was coming, loudly proclaiming, “…peace I leave unto you, my peace I give unto you.  Not as the world giveth, give I unto you.  Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.”  Jesus was reminding them of the song that the angels sang at His birth, “…peace on earth, good will to all men.”  He was letting them and us know that if we allow Him to ride into our hearts that He would bring the peace that we long for.  (comments – H.S.)
Wow, isn’t it fantastic the things that we can learn from this lowly animal.  God can use the most common ordinary things to teach us His word, if we simply look.  What else can we look for to substantiate God’s truths in Jesus’ ride into Jerusalem.  Look at verse 36 in our original text in Luke 19.  “As he went along, people spread their cloaks on the road.”  The people laid down their cloaks, forming a type of carpet for Jesus to ride over.  When I thought about the people laying down their cloaks, I ask God what that could be a symbol of.  In my way of thinking, I see that act of laying down their cloaks as a symbol of Jesus laying down His life.  Many of these people only had one cloak, but they were willing to lay it down for the Master.  And in the same way, Jesus only had one life and He was willing to lay it down for the Masses.   Five days later after this triumph ride into Jerusalem – Jesus would be giving it all up!
     A story is told of a man who was lost and dying for a drink of water.  He arrived at a weather-beaten old shack, where he found some shade.  As he glanced around his new surroundings, he saw an old, rusty water pump nearby.  He stumbled over to it, grabbed the handle and began to pump up and down, up and down.  Nothing came out.  Disappointed, he staggered back to his resting place.
    Then he notice an old jug beside the shack.  He wiped away the dirt and dust and read a message that said, “Prime the pump with all the water in this jug.  Be sure to fill the jug again before you leave.”  Suddenly, he was faced with a decision.  If he drank the water, he could live, at least for a short amount of time.  But if he poured all the water in the old rusty pump, maybe it would yield fresh, cool water from deep down in the well, all the water he could possibly want or need.  He thought about both options.  What should he do?  Should he pour the jug of water into the old pump, possibly losing his opportunity for any refreshment, hoping for a chance on unending fresh, cool water.  Or should he drink what was in the old jug and ignore its message?  Should he spend all the water on the hopes of those instructions, which may have been written years ago?

     Reluctantly he poured all the water into the pump.  Then he grabbed the handle and began to pump.  Nothing came out!  He kept exerting pressure to the pump handle.  A little bit began to dribble out, then a small stream, and finally it gushed!  Much to his relief, fresh, cool water poured out.  Eagerly, he filled the jug and drank from it.  He filled it another time and once again drank its refreshing contents.  Then he filled the jug for the next traveler.  He filled it to the top, popped the cork back on, and added this little note:  “Believe me, it really works.  You have to give it all away before you can get anything back.”  (*)
This is what Jesus did.  Just as this man had to pour out all of the water in order for him to live, Jesus poured out His life for us.  Psalm 22:14  “I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint:  my heart is like was; it is melted in the midst of my bowels.”  (comments-H.S.) Jesus knew He had to laid down His life, He knew that He had to pour out His life in order to bring many sons and daughters to God.  He knew that He had to give it all away in order to get anything back.  Amen, Amen!!!
The last point that I want to bring to your attention is when Jesus told the disciples to get the donkey.  Jesus said ‘if the owner objects, simply tell him that the Lord has need of it.’
In is important that you notice here that Jesus used the word ‘Lord’ in reference to Himself.  Jesus is letting the disciples know and anyone who would read of this transaction later, that He was indeed the Lord.  That He was indeed, God wrapped up in human flesh.  That He was indeed the promised Messiah.   That this was not just a good man who was preparing to die, but this was Almighty God Himself.  God knew that inside of every human being that there is a vacuum.  An empty space, a place of longing that people had been trying to fill with so many things that didn’t ultimately satisfy.  Jesus knew that humankind was designed that way, with a God-shaped vacuum that could only be filled by Himself.  That could only be filled by God.  Therefore, the Lord is preparing to make His ultimate journey into Jerusalem so that He could die in our place.  So that if we allow Him to He can come into our hearts and not only save our souls but fill the emptiness in our lives.
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(*)  Story quoted from book entitled “Trusting in the Names of God” by Catherine Martin
