THE INCOMPARABLE CHRIST

PRAYER

Scripture:  Luke 23:4

There is an old saying ‘time waits for no man.’  The reason that I say that this morning is because it is already the third week in Lent and it seems as though we just celebrated Ash Wednesday.  Lent is such a sacred time, a time when our mind is naturally drawn to our Lord and Savior Jesus the Christ.  It’s not that we don’t think about Jesus or talk about Jesus during other times of the year.  But we do even more so during the season of Lent as we reflect on all that He endured for us.  We get a glimpse of all that He endured for us from the movie the ‘Passion.’  And even with that it can be said, ‘the half has not yet been told.’  Why am I talking about all of this.  One of the reason may be because of our Scripture text where Pilate said, “I find no fault in Him.” (comments – H.S.)   I don’t know about you but I find that to be totally amazing.  The perfection of this Man called Jesus.  There has never been and there never will be another who has lived like our Lord.  He lived a perfect life, the only human ever to do so.  He owed no debts—moral, spiritual or physical.  I think about that cliché that say, “I owed a debt I could not pay.  He paid a debt He did not owe.”  Remember when He was teaching His disciples to pray and He taught them, “…Forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.”  But notice He never had to pray for forgiveness for Himself!
This morning, I want us to think and talk about “The Incomparable Christ.”  I want us to look at why we would worship Him.  I want us to look at why we would love and adore Him.  In some small way, I want to show you why He is worthy of our praise and why we should want Him to be the Lord of our lives!!!  No one can ever be compared with our Lord.  Jesus was the only One who could say concerning God the Father, “I always do the things that are pleasing to Him.”  (comments – H.S.)  When He had been arrested and stood before His critics, He challenged that by saying, “Can any of you prove me guilty of sin?”  (John 8:46)  Over and over again when the legal scholars and religious leaders of the day tried to accuse Him of breaking the Law of Moses; Jesus revealed to them that He was the only one who truly comprehended and applied the Law.  It was because He was sinless and not deserving of death that He could offer Himself for our sins; He could offer Himself as our substitute.  No other man could do that.  He is the incomparable  Christ!
Why is it that we should love Him and want to serve Him?  Turn to Isaiah 53:3(a)  “He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief.”    Why is it that none other can be compared to Christ?  Because He was despised and rejected but He continued to love.  He didn’t allow the fact that people hated Him to stop Him from loving them back.  He didn’t allow people hating Him to make Him respond in kind.  He didn’t allow the fact that people rejected Him and His teaching to stop Him from doing what God had called Him to do.  He didn’t allow the fact that people rejected Him to stop Him from doing His best for them.  (comments – H.S.)  This reminds me of what God dropped in my spirit last week, ‘what a man, what a man, what a mighty good man.’  The part of this Scripture that speaks to my heart the most is the latter part that says, “a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief.”  This is one of the main reasons that I see Jesus as being “incomparable.’  Because He is a man of sorrow.  What does that mean?  The Hebrew word for sorrow here means both physical and mental pain.  This means that not only did Jesus suffer physical pain but mental pain as well.  We talk about the beatings and the physical abuse, which was horrendous.  But the mental pain was equally bad and in some ways I believe the mental pain was worse.  Think about when He was in the Garden of Gethsemane and He prayed three times, “if it be possible, let this cup pass from me.”  Scripture says that He sweated great drops of blood.  Can you imagine the mental anguish that He was going through?  Why?  Because He knew that when He hung on that cross, the sin of the entire world would be laid on Him.  And for the first time in all of eternity, He would be separated from the Father.  Yes, He was truly a “man of sorrow and acquainted with grief.”  That’s why when I am sorrowful or grief-stricken, He can minister to me like no one else can.  Truly He is the ‘Incomparable Christ.”
Why is it that no one else can be compared to my Lord and Savior?  Turn to Song of Songs 2:1  “I am the rose of Sharon, the Lily of the Valley.”  This is a Messianic verse, pointing to the coming Messiah.  So the question can be asked, why is Jesus referred to as a rose, as the Lily of the Valley?  We know that roses and Lilies are beautiful to look at.  But doesn’t Isaiah 53:2(b)  “…He (Jesus) had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, nothing in His appearance that we should desire him.”  Scripture is saying that Jesus was not a particularly handsome man.  There was noting about His appearance that would naturally draw us to Him.  If that is the case, why would Scripture refer to Him as a rose/lily?  I believe the reference is not speaking as much about the outward appearance of the flowers, as it is the fragrance of the flowers.  The odor that the flower emits.  You know how in Scripture when it speaks of a sacrifice being made to God; that it refers to the sacrifice as a sweet smelling fragrance in the nostrils of God.  That’s why Jesus was referred to as a rose/lily because His life and the sacrifice of His life was a sweet smelling fragrance to God.  Remember in order for a flower to be made into perfume it has to be crushed.  In order for the true fragrance of Christ life to be emitted, He had to be crushed!!!  When I think about that it brings joy to my heart, because the sweet smelling fragrance of Christ life, is still be felt today.  How does this apply to us?  Think about it for a moment, Jesus didn’t have the outward beauty.  He did have the ‘look’ that so many seek after today.  But the inward beauty that He has can never be rivaled by anyone.  That’s why God says, He doesn’t look at a person’s outward appearance.  But He looks for that inner beauty that can be described as a sweet smelling fragrance.  PTL!!!
Why else is Jesus the incomparable Christ?  Turn to Isaiah 26:4  “Trust in the Lord forever, for the Lord, the Lord, is the Rock eternal.”  Jesus is the Rock of Ages.  Remember the song, “Rock of ages, cleft for me, let me hide myself in thee.”  We think of a rock as sturdy and strong.  It is used to lay a foundation.  But if it falls on you it can crush you.  Let’s think about Jesus being the rock, the foundation for a moment.  God tells us in Scripture if we build our house on sand, when the storms of life beat against it, it will fall.  But if we build our house on a rock, on a firm foundation, when the storms come it will remain standing.  In Scripture the ‘house’ means our lives.  If we build our lives on anything other than Jesus Christ, when the storms of life come we will be destroyed.  But if we build our lives on Jesus, the Rock, storms may come and storms may go and we will remain standing.  (comments – H.S.)  But not only do we have security when we build our lives on the Rock of Ages, we will have something else.  Turn to Deut. 32:13(b)  “…He nourished him with honey from the rock.”  I don’t know about you, but this verse thrills me to my very soul.  God says that He will nourish me with ‘honey’ from the rock.  In my spirit I see that as when the storms of life are raging and I am hidden in the cleft of the rock; God will not only protect me.  But He will sustain and nourish me.  Now all of you should know that honey is good to the taste.  Does that remind you of the verse, ‘oh, taste and see that the Lord is good?”  (comments – H.S.)  Are you starting to see why I say that Jesus is the incomparable Christ.
There are so many wonderful things that I can say about our Lord, but I don’t have the time or expertise to speak on them.  But I do have one more attribute of our Lord that makes Him incomparable.  Turn to John 10:7-9  “Therefore Jesus said again, ‘I tell you the truth, I am the gate for the sheep.  All who ever came before me were thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them.  I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved.  He will come in and go out, and find pasture.”  Jesus used all kinds of analogies from that day to describe Himself and His ministry.  In this instance Jesus refers to Himself as a gate and He refers to us as sheep.  For those of you who do not know, a sheepfold is a fenced off area.  A place where the sheep of the owner are kept safe and are provided for.  Now in order for you to enter into the sheepfold, you have to go through a gate.  The pastureland is the place where the sheep go to eat.  In this analogy the sheepfold is a simile for heaven.  The only way that a person can get into heaven/sheepfold is to go through the gate/Jesus!!!  PTL!  Through our Lord and Savior Jesus the Christ, we can enter into heaven.  Through Him we can have salvation.  Why is Jesus incomparable!  Because there is no one else through whom we can go to receive eternal life.  What a wonderful Savior!  What a wonderful Lord!  Are you beginning to see now why we are to love Him so.  Can you see now why Jesus is worthy of our praise, worship and thanksgiving.  Truly Jesus is our incomparable Lord!!!
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