RIGHT NOW FAITH
PRAYER

Scripture:  John 11:1-4, 20-27

The time in which our text takes places occurs during the last months of our Lord and Savior Jesus the Christ’s physical life before His crucifixion.  (Just as a side note, I wondered what I would be doing if I knew with a certainty that I only had months to live?)  But, as I said, there are only months left before our Lord would face the greatest trial of His life.  And what do we find Him doing?  He is continuing to go about His every day life, doing what God had called Him to do.
In this particular text, a close friend of His has gotten sick and when Jesus was first notified of the gravity of the situation – he remained where He was for two additional days.  He did not jump up and immediately go to His friend’s bedside.  He did not jump up and immediately go to heal Lazarus.  With that thought, some of you may be thinking – ‘she going to preach on God’s divine delays.’  You know what I’m talking about whereby we say, ‘God may not come when you want Him but He is always on time!’  And while that is true and would make a wonderful message – that is not the principle message for today.
I wonder what Jesus did for those additional two days that He stayed where He was.  Scripture doesn’t tell us – but it does tell us the purpose behind Jesus’ delay.  Jesus said “This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God might be glorified thereby.”  Some astute person may be thinking, ‘Pastor’s going to piggy back on the sermon she gave last week where she said that whatever we are going through, we are to glorify God in the midst.  Remembering that ‘preparation precedes blessings!’  And while glorify God is always an excellent message – that, too, is not going to be the central theme for today.  But IT IS something that we should always strive to do.
The message for today is centered on the words of Martha when Jesus had finally arrived in town.  But from all appearances it was too late, because Lazarus had already died!  Martha ran out to meet Jesus, and I am sure with a tear-stained face and emotionally charge words cried out to Jesus “Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother would not have died.”  Those emotionally charged words are filled with accusations and even a trace of anger.  Some people say that Martha is speaking ‘faith-filled’ words – ‘if you had been here my brother would not have died.’  But even though there is an element of faith in what she said – she is speaking them in an accusatory way!  ‘Why, didn’t you come when we first sent for you?  What delayed you that was more important than my brother’s life? You said that you loved us like your own family – what happened?  You could have come and healed him!’
What is it that we can learn from this?  Martha had believing faith for the past – “if you would have been here!  But when Jesus said to her “Thy brother shall rise again…Martha answered…I know that he shall rise again in the resurrection at the last day.”  So we see from this that Martha also had believing faith for the future.  But her problem was that she didn’t have an ‘RIGHT-NOW FAITH.’  And that is what our sermon is about for today – Right Now Faith.
Our problem is much like Martha’s.  We may be going through a particular problem in our life.  And we have prayed and asked God to intervene.  We pray believing God for what He has done for us in the past, and we pray believing God for what He is going to do for us in the future.  But we lack the faith to believe that He will answer our prayer RIGHT NOW.  Most of us don’t have RIGHT NOW faith!  And the reason for that is because – preachers/teachers have only emphasized one side of the Word of God.  We have taught you to ‘wait’ on the Lord, we have taught you faith for the past and faith for the future.  But you need to know that God is a right now God as well!  We need to know that there are times that we can go to God in prayer and ask Him to answer us in a hurry.
Turn to Psalm 102:1-2  “Hear my prayer, O Lord, and let my cry come unto thee.  Hide not thy face from me in the day when I am in trouble; incline thine ear unto me; in the day when I call answer me SPEEDILY.”  (comments – H.S.)
Turn to Acts 3:1-3, 6-7  “Now Peter and John went up together into the temple at the hour of prayer, being the ninth hour.  And a certain man lame from his mother’s womb was carried, whom they laid at the gate of the temple which is called Beautiful, to ask alms of them that entered into the temple.  Who seeing Peter and John about to go into the temple asked an alms…vs. 6-7 Then Peter said, Silver and gold have I none; but such as I have give I thee; In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and walk.  And he took him by the right hand, and lifted him up:  and immediately his feet and ankle bones received strength.”
Peter was operating in ‘right-now faith,’ so much so that he took the man by the hand and lifted him up!  (comments – H.S.)  Over and over again in Scripture God tells us that we need to operate in ‘right-now faith,’ not faith for the past or even faith for the future.  But faith for right-now, faith for what you are praying for to happen right now!  God tells us that if we have faith the size of a grain of mustard seed we can speak to the mountains in our lives and they will be cast into the sea – right now!!!  God says whatever we ask in the Name of Jesus it will be done unto us – right now.
When Jesus healed someone – He didn’t tell them to wait for the miracle to occur – it happened immediately!  What has happened to our right-now faith?  The answer is because we have prayed for something – trying to work up faith to believe and then when it didn’t occur, we started to doubt and to fear.  We became afraid to think that God would or could possibly answer speedily.,  Turn to Luke 18:6-8  “And the Lord said, ‘Hear what the unjust judge saith.  And shall not God avenge his own elect, which cry day and niht unto him, though he bear long with them?  I tell you that he will avenge them SPEEDILY.  Nevertheless when the Son of man cometh, shall he find faith on the earth?”  (comments – H.S. – SPEEDILY – will God find ‘right-now faith?)
All of us have experienced circumstances in our lives whereby we needed God to answer us ‘right-now’ just like Mary and Martha did.  And God doesn’t want you to beat yourself up if you think that that has not occurred.  But now I need to tell you something that may seem like a contradiction in terms.  Let’s pray that I can make this plain and that you can receive what I am about to say.  Let’s go back to our original text in John 11.  When Jesus was first told that Lazarus was sick – He didn’t leave for two days.  With travel time for the messenger to get to Jesus and for Jesus to get to Bethany when He finally left – Lazarus had been dead for four days.  So from all appearances God had delayed the answer to their prayers for four days – it doesn’t appear that this was an immediate answer to prayer like the man who was healed at the Beautiful gate.
But in actuality there was not a delay in answering their prayer for healing – because in Jesus’ mind the healing had already been accomplished!  That’s why Jesus told His disciples that “this sickness would not result in death.”  Because in His mind the healing was complete even though Lazarus had to experience physical death for a while!!!  Sometimes when we pray – we may have to go THROUGH something before the answer is manifested.  But in God’s way of thinking the answer has already been manifested.  It is still a ‘right-now’ answer and God has still answered us speedily!
So you may ask yourself the question – ‘how do I develop right-now faith?’  “How do I get to the place that I believe my prayer has been answered (and I act accordingly) even when I have not yet seen the answer manifested?”  Turn to II Timothy 1:12(b)  “…for I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that day.”  (comments – H.S.)  The answer to how to obtain ‘right-now’ faith is knowing the One that you say you believe in.  Not simply knowing Him with your head but with your heart.  When Martha said to Jesus – “I know that my brother will live at the resurrection in the last day…”  Jesus responded to her and said those words that we have heard and loved for so long “...I am the resurrection, and the life; he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live:  And whosoever liveth and believe in me shall never die.  Believest thou this?”
Jesus is saying to her in effect that whatever she needed in life would be fulfilled in Him.  Whether it was life or death…He had ultimate control over it!  Jesus is also saying to us this morning, if you believe in me whatever is dead in your life – I can bring life back to it – if you simply believe in me.”  How can Jesus do this – because as He said – “He is life.”  Without Him there would not be life in any form, whether vegetation, animals or human beings – there is no life apart from Him!  Because He IS life!  Thank you Jesus!!! And if we believe (adheres to, trusts in, relies on, has faith in) in Him, He will answer our prayers speedily and give us all that life can offer.
God wants us to operate in ‘right-now faith’ not faith for the past or even for the future.  But He was us to have ‘right-now’ faith whereby we believe and do what God He tells us in Scripture - “Counting those things that be not as though they were!”  Amen!!!  Jesus had ‘right-now faith’ because notice what He says to the Father when He prayed in vs. 41-42   “Then they took away the stone from the place where the dead was laid.  When Jesus lifted up his eyes, and said, ‘Father, I thank thee that thou hast heard me.  And I knew that thou hearest me always, but because of the people which stand by I said it. That they may believe that thou hast sent me.”  Jesus operated it a ‘right now faith – because he said ‘Lord I know that when I pray that you hear me.”
You say, Pastor, why is that important?  Turn to I John 5:14-15  “And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing according to his will, he heareth us:  And if we know that he HEARS US, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we desired of him.”   Do you see how these Scriptures tie together.  Jesus said to the Father, I know that you always hear me when I pray.  And God says that if when we pray we know that God hears us, we know that we have the petition that we asked for!!!  Hallelujah!  Right-now faith, works every time!!!
PRAYER

INVITATIONAL HYMN
