March 26, 2006

BUT GOD…

PRAYER

Scripture:  Eph. 2:1-7

Today is the fourth Sunday in Lent.  Lent is a very special time in the Christian year.  It is a time that we reflect on the passion (suffering) of our Lord and Savior Jesus the Christ.  During this time we contemplate on the great sacrifice that God made for us.  And, in turn, we sacrifice ourselves so that God can shape and mold us into the people that He has called us to be.

Now there may be someone here who is thinking “what sacrifice did God make for us and how can we sacrifice ourselves?”  Well, I am glad that you asked that question and for an answer let us look at our Scripture text.  Paul starts this letter to the church at Ephesus with a profound statement.  He states “And you hath he quickened who were dead in trespasses and sins.”  God is saying in effect - “remember what your life was like before you were saved.”  Or, “look at what your life was like before you came to know Jesus as your personal Lord and Savior.”  You life was:

1.  a life of death (v. 1).

2.  a life of trespasses and sins (v. 1-2).

3.  a life spent in disobedience (v. 3).

4.  a life under God’s wrath (anger) (v. 3).

You say, ‘how was my life a life of death?’  Before conversion every person lives a life of death.  Notice the words “you…were dead.”  Now you ask the question - ‘how can a person be living and yet be dead?”  To answer that question you must know what the meaning of the word death is and you must know that in the human experience that there are three kinds of death.  The basic meaning of death is separation.   H. S. Miller says, “Death is the separation of a person from the purpose or use for which he was intended.”  Death never means extinction, annihilation, non-existence, or inactivity.  Lets look at the three types of death:

1.  The type of death that we are all familiar with is physical death.  When a person spirit is separated from their body.  When a person ceases to exist on this earth and is buried.

2.  The second type of death is spiritual death.  The separation of a person from God while he/she is still living and walking upon the earth.  This is the natural state of a person without Jesus.  Humankind was created to know, fellowship, worship, and serve God.  And God tells us over and over again in His Word that this cannot be done apart from a believing faith in His Son Jesus the Christ.

3.  The third type of death is eternal death.  The separation from God’s presence forever.  This is the second death, an eternal state of being dead to God.
So to answer your question as to what the Lord meant in vs. 1 when He said, ‘As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins.”  Jesus is saying that before they were saved - these people were ‘spiritually dead.’  (comments - H.S.)

Now keep in mind we are still answering your basic question as to what kind of sacrifice that God made for us.  To do that, lets look at the other points as to what kind of life we lived before conversion.  Vs. 1-2 (NIV)  “As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient.”  First God tells us that we were spiritually dead (separated from God) in our sin.  But not only that - look at what else it says.  It says that we were following the ways of this world and our ruler was Satan.  That’s what it says!

Satan is referred to in this text as the “ruler of the kingdom of the air.”  The KJV says “the prince of the power of the air.”  Humankind was never created to be evil or to do evil.  Evil originated with an alien force, an alien force that existed in another dimension.  The Bible calls that evil force a person and his name is Satan or the devil.  The spiritual world has access to this world and can influence the spirit of a person.  (comments - H.S.)  What has happened is that man, who has free will, has chosen to follow the way of Satan rather than the way of God!  (comments H.S.)

The unconverted person lives to fulfill the desires of their flesh and their mind.  He/she seeks as much of the world as they can possess and enjoy.  Their life is self-center, not God-centered; world-center, not heaven-centered; selfish, not giving.  They spend their life with the disobedient of the world living only for what can satisfy them.  This is the picture of a person without Christ, they are dead, they life a life of sin and disobedience.  (comments - H.S.)

Notice the last thing this Scripture text tells us - in vs. 3 “Like the rest, we were by nature OBJECTS of WRATH.”  The unconverted person is a child of wrath/anger (comments - H.S.)  They act in wrath against God.  Therefore, they shall reap what they have sown.  What he/she has measured to God shall be measured to them.  The wrath of God shall fall upon him.  Wow!!!  This is a picture of humanity without God!

Now again, I must remind you that I am still answering the question as to what sacrifice God made for us.  And the answer can be found in the first two words of vs. 4 But God…”  And to me that about says it all - BUT GOD!  Despite everything that we were; despite the fact that we were dead in our trespasses and sin; despite the fact that we were living a life of sin and disobedience; despite the fact that we were following after the ‘prince of the power of the air/Satan.’  Despite all of that - BUT GOD!!!  You say Pastor, but God what?  Look at the rest of these verses.  And this is were you can see a very plain picture of the sacrifice God made for us.   “But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved.”  This word BUT is the most astounding interruption in human history.  We were dead in trespasses and sins, BUT God is rich in mercy.  We had rejected God and were following the world, BUT God loved us anyway.  We were living in the kingdom of darkness, BUT God made a way out for us.  He intervened in our destiny; He has interrupted the doom of death and judgment!  God has had mercy upon us!  Hallelujah!!!

Scripture says that we were dead - but that God has made us alive.  It is by grace (undeserved favor) you have been saved!  You say Pastor, I understand when you say that I was spiritually dead - but how did God make me alive again.  (comments - H.S.)  Notice what verse 6 says again - “And God RAISED us UP WITH Christ.”  You say - “how is this possible when Christ was crucified and raised up thousands of years ago?”  I want you to think about the fact of what a representative means.  I like the way Webster’s dictionary defines the word - “to function as the official and authorized delegate or agent…to act as a spokesperson for…to be the equivalent of.”  (comments - H.S.)

So, how is it possible that we were raised up with Christ when He lived over 2,000 years ago?  Let me give you a little background.  God loved humanity and wanted to save us, but He had a problem.  Humankind had already sinned.  Righteousness and perfection had already been lost and only perfection can live in the presence of God.  However, there was one hope.  If one man could live a perfect and ideal life, that person could stand before God us our representative.  And if we trusted in that person than His perfection and righteousness could be attributed to us.

Therefore, when Jesus hung on that cross willing to bear our penalty and punishment for sin, Scripture tells us that He became sin.  When he became sin - he became separated from the Father.  He became spiritually dead just like the rest of humanity.  When he was laid in the grave - spiritual death was also buried and laid in the grave - representing ALL of humanity that was also spiritually dead.  When He descended into hell - spiritual death which also represented all of us - also descended into hell.   And after He had conquered death, hell and the grave - He arose victorious!  And when He arose - we also arose with Him!!!  How?  By belief—trust—faith.

When a person truly believes in Jesus, God loves His Son so much that He counts the person’s faith as his identification with Christ.  The person believes and loves Christ for his righteousness, death and resurrection; therefore, God counts the person as being together with Christ in His righteousness, death and resurrection.  How? He was our representative!!!  Now are you beginning to understand?  This is the great sacrifice that God has made for us because He is rich and mercy because He is rich in love.  He allowed His Son to be our representative!!

But that is not all that God did for us - look at the rest of this verse  “…and seated us with Him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus…”   Notice that not only have we been raised with Christ - but we are RIGHT NOW seated in the heavenly realm with Him.  True, we physically live on earth, but spiritually we already have been place ‘in the heavenlies.’  We are of two worlds!  The believers in our text had two addresses:  in Ephesus and in Christ.  They had two relationships:  one to earth and one to heaven.   If you have a believing faith in Christ - you also have two addresses:  “in Baltimore” and ‘in Christ.”   You, also, have two relationships - to the earth and to heaven.  Our salvation, our resurrection, our exaltation, is an accomplished fact!  Why?  Because we have been raised ‘together’ with HIM!

At first I asked you what sacrifice God had made for us and I believe I have answered that plainly.  But I also asked ‘what sacrifice are we as believers now suppose to make.’  And God plainly tells us in His Word - that now that we are seated in the heavenly realm with Christ we are to “seek those things which are above, where Christ sits on the right hand of God…” (Col. 2:12; 3:1,3).  (comments - H.S.)  We are NOW seated in the heavenly realm with Christ - the place of power and authority.  You say - ‘why has God lifted us to so a high and exalted place?”  Verse 7 gives us the answer - “That in the ages to come He might show the exceeding richness of His grace in His kindness toward us through Christ Jesus.”   God in His mercy has one great reason—to show believers the riches of His grace throughout all the ages to come.  God has done so much for us through Jesus Christ that it will take an eternity to show it off.  (comments - H.S.)
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