March 5, 2006

PRAYER - GOD’S HOTLINE III

PRAYER

Scripture:  Eph. 1:18-20

This morning we will continue in our series on prayer, our hot line to God.  As I have told you before - our base Scripture tells us what God wants for each and every one of our lives.  He wants us to have our ‘spiritual eyes opened’ so that we can know the ‘hope’ to which He has called us.  He wants us to realize the ‘riches of our glorious inheritance’ in Christ Jesus.  He wants us to know that the same ‘power that God used to raise Jesus from the dead is now available to each and every one of us.’  We have come to the revelation wisdom and knowledge that one of the reasons that we have not each of these promises in our lives is because of an ‘ineffective’ prayer life.

So God has given us seven steps, thus far, on what we need to do to ensure that our prayers are effective.  This morning we are going to look at some additional steps.  The first step for us this morning is that when we pray:

· we must get to the root of the problem.  Many of the problems that we see in our families, ourselves, neighborhood and even our nations stem from root problems that we cannot see without God revealing them to us.  For example, an alcoholic’s family will often battle the symptoms of the problem (drinking) when the root issue may be deep hurt and rejection.

· How do we get to the root of the problem?  The answer can be found in Romans 8:26  “In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness.  We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express.”  We have got to acknowledge that we cannot really pray effectively without the work of the Holy Spirit inside of us.  He is the One who will not only pray through us - but will reveal to us what or how it is that we should pray concerning a given situation.  As we intercede in prayer for others, we must ask God to reveal to us both the root problem as well as the solution to the problem.  Then and only then can we pray effectively and make and change in the midst of the circumstances.

· The next step in having a effective prayer life is realizing the importance of corporate prayer.  Turn to Matt. 18:19-20 “Again, I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything you ask for, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven.  For where two or three come together in my Name, there am I with them.”  God shows us in this text that corporate prayer releases the power of God.  You say what is corporate prayer - a prime example is our prayer meeting on Thursday night.  People have needs but they don’t want to sacrifice a hour to come out and pray with other believers.  I am not sure if they don’t want other people to know their problems or whatever.  But whatever it is - when you stay away from prayer meeting - you are missing out on seeing the power of God released; not only in your life but in the lives of others as well!

· Take time to ‘hear’ the voice of God speaking to you.  Turn to Psalm 27:14 “Wait on the Lord, be of good courage and He shall strengthen thine heart.  Wait I say on the Lord.”     No, I am not talking about ‘waiting’ on the Lord for the answer in this instance.  What the Lord is talking about here is ‘waiting’ on HEARING the Lord speak to your heart AFTER you have offered up your petitions to Him.  It means ‘listening for the voice of God.’  So many times when we are praying - we do all the talking and don’t allow God to get in a word edge-wise.  You need to listen for that still, small voice directing you, counseling you, telling you which way to go and which way not to go.  Yes, God still speaks today!  But you need to learn to recognize His voice and you can only do that by speaking to Him often.

Now this series of sermons on prayer - our hot line to God is not all inclusive.  There is so much more that can be said about the power of an ‘effective’ prayer life.  But time nor space will permit us to delve into it more thoroughly.  What has been given to you, however, is sufficient for your to have an effective prayer life.  And it is also sufficient for you to begin making a change not only in your life, but in the lives of others.  Enough information has been given that if you put these principals into effective - you can begin to utilize the power that God has promised in Ephesians.  And you can begin to change your corner of the world for the Lord!  Amen!!!
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