READY OR NOT, HERE I COME - 4/1/07

PRAYER

Scripture:  Luke 19:37-38

The title to our sermon this morning is ‘Ready or not, here I come!’  This morning we see our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ coming into Jerusalem.  This is the same Jerusalem that we saw Jesus weep over when He said, “O Jerusalem…how often would I have gathered thy children together, as a hen doth gather her brood under her wings, and ye would not!”  Now, it would seem that Jesus’ heart desire had been fulfilled - because the people of Jerusalem seem to be embracing Him.  They seem to be excited about Him, ready for follow Him.

Scripture tells us that they are so excited about this Man called Jesus that they take their coats off of their backs and laying them in the roadway - making a carpet for Him to ride on.  They have palm branches in their hands and they are waving them excitedly in the air shouting ‘Hosanna in the Highest.’  Matter of fact they are ready to make Him into their king.  Notice, again, what Scripture says they are saying “Blessed be the King that cometh in the name of the Lord:  peace in heaven, and glory in the highest.”  Matter of fact it kind of reminds me of what the angels sang at Jesus’ birth - “glory to God in the King, peace on earth and good will unto men.”
So every one is in an uproar; they are in a state of frenzy and expectation because Jesus has come into town.  So, as I already stated, it appears that what Jesus had wanted had finally come to fruition - the people are finally starting to believe in Him, they are finally ready to accept Him and they are finally ready to acknowledge Him as the promised Messiah!  But as all of you in here already know - APPEARANCES CAN BE DECEIVING!  (comments - H.S.)  These people are all doing the right thing, they are saying the right words BUT the question is WHY?
For an answer to that we are going to look at two Scriptures.  Turn to John 6:13-15, 26  “Therefore they gathered them together, and filled twelve baskets with the fragments of the five barley loaves, which remained over and above unto them that had eaten.  Then those men, when they had seen the miracle that Jesus did, said, This is of a truth that prophet that should come into the world.

When Jesus therefore perceived that they would come and take him by force; to make him a king, he departed again into a mountain himself alone.  Vs. 26  “Jesus answered them and said, ‘Verily, verily, I say unto you, Ye seek me, not because ye saw the miracles (not become you believe in me) but because ye did eat of the loaves and were filled.”

Now turn to John 12:8  “Much people of the Jews therefore knew that he was there:  and they came not for Jesus’ sake only, but that they might see Lazarus also, whom he had raised from the dead.”  (comments - H. S.)

Now, back to our text where the people our waving palms and shouting Hosanna -  I already stated that they where doing the right thing and saying the right things - but now I ask the same question - what was in their hearts.  And these two texts that we just read loudly shows what was in their hearts.  These people simply saw Jesus as a miracle worker. They were hoping that they would see Him do another miracle like He did in raising Lazarus from the dead and feeding over five thousand with two fishes and five loaves and bread.  And this time they wanted to be the RECIPIENT of the miracle.  They were following Jesus - proclaiming Him as King because they wanted something FROM HIM!

This is much the same reason that people will follow Jesus today.  This is much the same reason that people come to church today - because they are in need of something.  Now, don’t get me wrong - Jesus is the One that you should turn to when you are hurting and when you are in need.  Church is the place that you should come to when you are hurting and alone and don’t know which way to turn.  But God doesn’t want you to serve Him SIMPLY because you want something or you need something from Him.  He wants you to serve Him because you LOVE Him.  He wants you to serve Him in the good times and the bad.

You say, Pastor, what’s wrong with serving the Lord because you want something or need something from Him.  Well, let me ask you a question - ‘how many of you want to be in a relationship that you know the only reason that the other person is with you is because they want something from you?’  That doesn’t sound very appealing does it?  The problem with serving God only because you are in trouble, or because you have a need, is what happens if God doesn’t do what you want Him to do?  What happens if He doesn’t answer your prayer in the manner that you would like?  What happens if He doesn’t answer your prayer in the time refrain that you have placed on Him?  What happens?  Many people will turn and stop serving the Lord because they didn’t get what they wanted, how they wanted it and when they wanted it!!!


If you serve the Lord simply because of what you want or need or can get from Him - then when you GET IT you won’t feel the need to serve Him as faithfully as you did before!  (comments - H.S.)  God wants us to serve Him because of WHO He is and because He is deserving of our service and love!  And all the things that we need and even want will come along as the ‘fallout’ from our service.

When Jesus rode into Jerusalem - He rode into triumphantly - riding on the back of a donkey’s colt.  And the people wanted to make Him into their King.  But by the time Friday came - these same people were crying out crucify Him, crucify Him?  Why?  Because He did not do what they expected Him to do.  The world, as a whole, has been rejecting Christ for the same reason every since.  But even this is all part of Scripture!  The apathy of the world concerning Christ is a sign that the time is drawing nearer for Him to come back again.  And Jesus is loudly proclaiming ‘ready or not, here I come.’  When He comes the second time - His return will be drastically different from His ride into Jerusalem was in our text today.  But we will talk about that in a minute.

First you need to know that certain things have got to occur before the return of Christ.  You say, Pastor, what is that?  And the answer is hat ‘sin has to be ripe for harvest.’  You say what does that mean?   Turn to Rom. 1:26-32  “Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even their women exchanged natural relations for unnatural ones.  In the same way the men also abandoned natural relations with women and were inflamed with lust for one another.

Men committed indecent acts with other men, and received in themselves the due penalty for their perversion.  Furthermore, since they did not think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God, he gave them over to a depraved mind, to do what ought not to be done.  They have become filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and depravity.  They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit and malice.

They are gossips, slanderers, God-haters, insolent, arrogant and boastful; they invent ways of doing evil; they disobey their parents; they are senseless, faithless, heartless, ruthless.  Although they know God’s righteous decree that those who do such things deserve death, they not only continue to do these very things but also approve of those who practice them.”  (comments - H.S.)

Turn to I Timothy 4:1-2  The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon the faith and follow deceiving spirits and things taught by demons.  Such teachings come through hypocritical liars, whose consciences have been seared as with a hot iron.”  (comments - H.S.)

Sin has to be ripe for harvest!!!  God is giving humankind time after time to repent and turn to Him through His Son Jesus the Christ.  But God says’ when humankind’s heart gets so hard and so indifferent and so sinful, that He just can’t take anymore - then the world will be ‘ripe for harvesting.’  And Jesus will return loudly proclaiming ‘ready or not, here I come.’

And, as I said, His return will be dramatically different from when He first rode into Jerusalem on that first Palm Sunday.   Turn to Rev. 19:11-16

· “And I say heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war.”

This Scripture is describing our Lord and Savior Jesus the Christ.  The first time He rode into Jerusalem, He rode on a donkey’s colt.  In Roman’s day when a general rode into a city on a donkey - it was a symbol that he came in peace.  But if he rode a white stallion it was a sign that he came to conquer!  Notice what Jesus is riding this time.  He comes riding a white stallion symbolizing that He has come to rage war against His enemies!  This is Armageddon, the final and climactic war upon earth.  Shockingly, Jesus Christ Himself will fight this battle.  His Name is called ‘faithful and true’.  This means that when He judges His enemy - He will be honest and true in His judgment.  No one will be able to cry out ‘foul’ - no one will be able to say ‘unfair’ because Jesus will judge a person based on exactly what they have done.  This time that old adage will be true - ‘you will reap what you have sown.’

And Scripture says that Jesus will judge in righteous - which means judgment will be contingent on what you did with Him!

“His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head were many crowns; and he had a name written, that no man knew, but himself.”

Remember the people in our original text wanted to crown Him and make Him king.  Then he would have worn ‘one’ crown.  But Scripture says that when He returns He will wear ‘many’ crowns, signifying that He is coming to conquer ALL the kingdoms of this world.  Hallelujah!  Scripture says that his eyes were as ‘flames of fire.’ This symbolizing piercing, penetrating power.  He sees everywhere, even in the dark places and behind closed doors.  His eyes search the innermost recesses of the heart.  He knows all; He is omniscient and He is able to conquer all those who reject Him and do evil.

· “And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood and his name is called the Word of God.”

I know that some of you have seen the movie the “Passion” and you saw how Jesus’ had been brutally beaten and His clothing was smeared with his blood.  Well, this time, in this text, it is NOT talking about Jesus clothing with soaked in His blood - but in the blood of all who have rejected Him!  Jesus is going to conquer and defeat all the ungodly and evil of this earth.  But notice how he is going to do it - By the Word of God.  He possesses the power of God’s Word.  In fact, that is His very Name, The Word of God.  Therefore, all He has to do is speak the Word and the very power and energy and force of His Word will slaughter the ungodly and evil of the world.

· “And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean.”
Notice the armies of heaven following Him.  Who are they?  The description ‘clothed in fine white line’ is the description of the believers at the Marriage Supper of the Lamb in Rev. 19.  Therefore, the armies will include the believers who have followed Christ the Messiah down through the centuries, both the believers of the Old and New Testament.  The armies will include all the redeemed.  In addition, the armies will include the multitude of angels that Jesus said that He was going to bring with Him when He returned to earth (Mt. 25:31).

· “And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations:  and he shall rule them with a rod of iron:  and he treadeth the winepress of fierceness and wrath of Almighty God.

1.  This ‘sword’ symbolizes that his weapon will be the Word that proceeds out of His mouth.

2.  He will conquer all the earth with a rod of iron.  A rod of iron doesn’t bend.  That means that there will be no bending or twisting of the Word of God.  He will conquer, judge and rule based on His Word - NOTHING ELSE.  Not on someone else’s opinion - but what His Words says!  Hallelujah.

3.  He will execute the fierceness and wrath of God the Almighty!!!

· “And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.”

Then Jesus will truly be the King of kings and Lord of lords.  No one will exist except by His will and on one will be allowed to be a citizen of His kingdom unless they have His approval.

When Jesus came to the people on Palm Sunday - He came meek and humble like a lamb.  He was extending His invitation - to ‘whosoever wills.’  But when He comes back the second time, the time to accept His invitation will be over!  When He comes as conqueror, He is going to banish all those who have not acknowledged and subjected themselves to His sovereignty, who have not worshipped and served Him as their Lord and Savior!  What about you?  Ready or not, here I come!!!
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