JESUS, MY HERO

PRAYER

Scripture:  Mark 16:1-8

Resurrection morning has come.  The women had come out to the tomb, broken hearted and in despair.  But, praise the Lord, their sorrow has now turned to joy.  The stone has been rolled away from the tomb and the tomb is empty.  Angels are there to testify of Jesus’ resurrection.  In another Gospel, they say to the women “why seek ye the living among the dead.”  These women had come looking for Jesus with their heads hung down and God is letting them know that they have got to look up!  God is letting them and us know that you will never find the answers to your question or whatever dilemma that you are in looking down, you got to look up!!!
When I think of the resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ it feels my heart with praise and thanksgiving.  When I think of the resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus the Christ, my mind begins to soar and wonder at the magnitude of the love that God has for each and every one of us.  You say why is that Pastor?  Because in order for there to be a resurrection, there first had to be a death!  That’s what boggles my mind about the resurrection.  No so much because Jesus had the power to be raised from the dead.  That doesn’t amaze me as much as you would think that it would.  Because Jesus had raised other people from the dead before He had died Himself.  Yes, I know that it took great and mighty power, but Jesus had revealed that kind of power when He walked this earth.   What amazes me is that He decided to die in the first place.  What amazes me is that He decided to become sin on that cross so that He could bear my sin and yours.  What amazes me is the passion, the suffering and humiliation that He choose to endure to save a sinful person such as myself.  What amazes me is that He chooses not to come down from that cross to save Himself, but He decided to die to save us!  That’s what amazes me about the resurrection.  There could not have been a resurrection if there had not been a death.
What amazes me is that not only did Jesus decide to die, but He decided to descend into hell to bear the punishment for sin that we should have bore.  Now for those of you who do not believe that hell is real, let me just show you a few Scriptures.  Turn to Matt. 18:9  “And if thine eye offend thee, pluck it out, and cast it from thee;  it is better for thee to enter into life with one eye, rather than having two eyes to be cast in hell fire.”  So you see that hell is a real and liter place.  So what is hell like?  You hear people nonchalantly saying, ‘oh, hell will be okay because I’ll have a lot of friends there and we’ll be partying back!.  Well don’t let Satan deceive you.  There won’t be any partying in hell!
What will hell be like?  Turn to Luke 16:22-23(a)  “And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels into Abraham’s bosom: the rich man also died, and was buried; and IN HELL he lift up his eyes, being in TORMENTS…”  vs. 24(b)  “…for I am TORMENTED in this FLAME.”  (comments – H.S.)  This is what amazes me about the resurrection!  That Jesus would decide to go to hell in our place!
The resurrection of Christ is what gives us hope in a world that is constantly trying to dash our hopes.  I am excited about the resurrection because our Savior is alive and well and is now seated at the right hand of God the Father.  And I just want to let you know this morning that Jesus is my HERO!   Yes He is, He is my hero!  Our resurrected Lord is my hero!  People have all kinds of heroes today, of every race, color, creed; of every shape and size.  But Jesus is my hero!!!  You want to know why?  Besides the things that I have already shared with you, let me tell you just a few other things that my resurrected Lord has down that makes Him my hero.  Turn to Lamentations 3:22-23 “It is of the Lord’s mercies that we are not consumed, because his compassions fail not.  They are new ever morning; great is they faithfulness.”  Jesus is my hero because He has been so faithful to me.  If you want a hero in your life, it should not be someone who doesn’t know you or who isn’t involved in your love.  You want someone who know ALL ABOUT you and STILL wants to be involved in your life.  That’s the way Jesus has been with me.  He has been faithful to me when I haven’t been faithful to Him.  Jesus has been there for me when I have not been there or Him.  My resurrected Lord has been faithful to me every moment and every second of my life.  That’s why He is my hero.  You want to know why else Jesus is my hero?  Turn to Col. 2:13-15  “When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your sinful nature, God made you alive with Christ.  He forgave all our sins, having cancelled the written code, with its regulations, that was against us and that stood opposed to us:  he took it way, nail it to the cross.  And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over the by the cross.”
Now are you starting to get an idea as to why my resurrected Lord is my hero.  Notice what these verses say.
· I have been made ALIVE in Christ.  It amazes me how many people in this world think that they are alive, think that they are really living.  But the reality of it is if they don’t know Jesus in the pardoning of their sin they are actually dead, they are dead in their sins.  I thank God that one day I received revelation, wisdom and knowledge of this fact.  And when I gave my life to Christ, I really started to live for the first time in my life.
· This Scripture not only says that my hero made me alive in Him, but it also says that He forgave all of my sins.  What He did was he took the laws and rules and regulations that I had broken, that stood as a witness of my sinfulness and He nailed them to the cross.  Every law that shouted out against me that I should have been condemned and sentenced to hell, Jesus nailed to the cross.  How did He do that?  When He became sin.  My hero became sin so that my sin could be dead and buried!!!  Hallelujah!  But not only mine, yours as well if you have accepted Him as your Savior and Lord!!!
· The final thing in this text that makes me love our resurrected Lord even more is that Scripture says that He disarmed the power and authorities that demanded justice and said that I was guilty.  But our resurrected Lord has said, the evidence against her has been destroyed, case dismissed!!!  That’s why Jesus is my hero.  This text also says “he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over the by the cross.”  He defeated Satan and his demons – making s public spectacle of them.  They thought they had won when Jesus was nailed to that cross – but they didn’t know that resurrection Sunday was just three days away.  They didn’t know that Jesus would rise triumphant from the grave and set believers free from Satan dominion and his control.
The final reason that I will share with you today as to why Jesus is my hero can be found in Rom. 8& Eph. 2  - Turn to Rom 8:11  “And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit, who lives in you.  The same Spirit that raised Christ from the dead, now lives inside of me.  Oh, hallelujah!  Do you see what that means.  That means that the POWER OF GOD now resides within me!!!!  That means that I am ARMED and DANGEROUS!  I am armed with the Word of God and the power of God and I am dangerous to Satan and his demons.
Turn to Eph. 2:6  “And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus…”
This is mind boggling!  This shows that when Jesus died on that cross, I was right there with Him.  When Christ died, I died to my old sinful nature.  When God raised Jesus on that glorious resurrection morn, God raised me right along with Him.  But not only that, when Jesus sat down on the right hand of the Father, I sat down with Him.  God says that I am seated in the heavenly realms IN Christ Jesus.  I am in Christ and He is in me!  (comments)
Again, these things don’t just apply to me but EVERY born-again believer.  Are you getting an idea as to why Jesus is my hero.  Just like anyone with a hero, they try to imitate who ever that person might be.  Well, Jesus is my hero and I want to imitate Him while I live on this earth.  My prayer is that you do the same.  IS JESUS YOUR HERO???  On this glorious resurrection Sunday, think about ALL that Christ has done for you.  Then make Him your Lord and Savior and your hero as well.  PTL!
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