REDEEMED FROM CURSE OF THE LAW -4-13-07

PRAYER

Scripture:  Gal. 3:10-14

Last week as we celebrated the resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus the Christ, God showed us that we had not only one resurrection to celebrate but three.  We are first and foremost to celebrate the resurrection of Christ because included in that are two other resurrections that we also experience.  We need to realize that the moment we repent of our sin and receive Jesus as our Lord, at that very moment God reckons us to have not only died with Christ on that cross, but that when Jesus arose we actually arose with Him.  We arose to a brand new life in Christ, a life whereby our old sinful nature has died and now God has given us a brand new nature.  God has now given to us of His nature!

God tells us in Colossians 2:10  “And ye are complete in Him (Jesus)…”  To be complete in Christ means that we lack nothing, or in other words nothing broken, nothing missing.  When we are complete in Christ that means we have experienced the other two resurrections that we spoke about last week.  We have experienced the resurrection of forgiveness in Christ, knowing that all our sins and mistakes have been forgiven by Almighty God.  And we have experienced the resurrection of a ‘new life’ in Christ whereby sin no longer has dominion over us.  This morning I want us to look at something else very important that Christ accomplished at the cross.

Look at verse 13 in our text again “Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us:  for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree…”   Now most of you in here this morning have heard that Christ has redeemed us from sin - but I dare to say most of you in here do not know that Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law.  What does this mean?  It means that the law carries with it a curse.  The curse is the mark of death and the mark of condemnation or guilt:  it is alienation from God both in this life and throughout all eternity.  The law in itself is righteous and it is good. The righteousness promised to humankind was for any one who could obey the law perfectly.

For an example of what I mean turn to Det. 28:15-20  “However, if you do not obey the Lord your God and do not carefully follow all his commands and decrees I am giving you today, all these curses will come upon you and overtake you.  You will be cursed in the city and cursed in the country.  Your basked and your kneading trough will be cursed.  The fruit of your womb will be cursed, and the crops of your land, and the calves of your herds and the lambs of your flocks.  You will be cursed when you come in and cursed when you go out.  The Lord will send on you curses, confusion and rebuke in everything you put your hand to, until you are destroyed and come to sudden ruin because of the evil you have done in forsaking Him.”  (Comments - H.S.)

Notice this Scripture says that if you don’t follow the law in its entirety, ALL of these curses would come upon you.  Now do you understand why I said that the law carries a curse with it?  Now do you understand that the law only provided righteous to someone who could obey the law perfectly?  And we also know that the Word tells us that all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God!  Under the law, a person is put in bondage and kept a prisoner all the days of his life.  But, Praise God, Jesus has redeemed us from the curse of the law!

You say, Pastor, if the law brings with it a curse, and if humankind was never able to TOTALLY obey the law AT AL TIMES, then why did God give us the law in the first place?  The law was given to show us our need for a Savor!  The law was given to show humankind that he/she cannot become righteous in his/her own strength!  You say, Pastor, how did Jesus redeem us from the curse of the law?  The answer is because Jesus kept the law in every single detail.  Therefore, He bore no guilt, condemnation or death.  He had the right to stand before God and claim eternal life, the right to never experience death.  He was perfect; He had secured incorruptible righteousness.

The glorious gospel is that instead of claiming this right for Himself, He offered to give His perfection and righteousness to the people of the earth and to take their sins upon Himself.  He offered to swap His righteousness for our unrighteousness, to swap His life for humanity’s life.  This wonderful expression of substitutionary love was the very purpose for which God created the earth.  God wanted to show His great and unsearchable love that gave itself so perfectly.  The great tragedy is that humankind has so much difficulty accepting so great a love.

Jesus delivering us from the curse of the law means another thing.  In Jesus’ life, death, burial and resurrection, He accomplished what the law could never accomplish.  The law is a list of ‘do’s and don’ts’ but it held no POWER to give life and it held no power to enable a person to follow it.  But Jesus not only has the power to give us a brand new life - but He also has the power to help up live up to God’s Holy standards!!!  We can now stand in the presence of God in perfect righteousness and holiness!!!  Not because we obeyed a certain list of commandments - but because of what Christ did for us at Calvary!  Because Christ was willing to make an exchange and take our sin and give us His righteousness!  Hallelujah!!!  Therefore, the curse of the law has been removed from us.  We are no longer under the curse!

Notice why it says that the curse has been removed.  Look at Gal. 3:14  “That the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ; that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.”  Notice how the ‘blessing of Abraham’ comes on us - THROUGH Jesus Christ!  What are the blessings of Abraham?  The blessing of Abraham is first and foremost salvation through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Remember God had told Abraham that through ‘his Seed would all the families of the earth be blessed!’  The blessing of Abraham is that of receiving the promise of the Holy Spirit to live and dwell within us.

When we receive the Holy Spirit, we receive the POWER necessary for us to live the Christian life; we receive the power to defeat Satan and His demonic forces.  How?  Because God tells us in I John 4:4 “greater is He that is in you than he that is in the world.”  Through the power of the Holy Spirit we are world “overcomers”.  Because Jesus redeemed us from the curse of the law, God tells us in Romans 8:16-17  “The Spirit Himself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God:  and if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together.”
To get a clearer understanding of what being an heir means to us - turn back again to Deuteronomy 28:1-14  “And it shall come to pass, if thou shalt hearken diligently unto the voice of the Lord thy God, to observe and to do all the commandments which I command thee this day, that the LORD thy God will set thee on high above all nations of the earth:  And all these blessings shall come on thee, and overtake thee, if thou shalt hearken unto the voice of the LORD thy God.”
Now you say “wait a minute Pastor, if you are going to start listing the blessing that belong to me because I obey the commands of God - you know that neither I nor you have been able to obey God totally and at all times.”  But remember that I told you that the way Jesus redeemed us from the curse of the law is because He had lived in total obedience to God and at the cross there was an exchange.  Whereby, He took our sins and gave us His righteousness.  So the righteousness of Christ, the obedience of Christ has been attributed to us when we receive Jesus as our Lord.

Now watch the list of blessings God says belongs to us:

· You will be blessed in the city and blessed in the country.

· The fruit of your womb will be blessed, and the crops of your land and the young of your livestock—the calves of your herds and the lambs of your flocks.

· Your basket and your kneading trough will be blessed.

· You will be blessed when you come in and blessed when you go out.

· The Lord will grant that the enemies who rise up against you will be defeated before you.  They will come at you from one direction but flee from you seven.

· The Lord will send a blessing on your barns and on everything you put your hand to.  The Lord your God will bless you in the land he is giving you.

· The Lord will establish you as his holy people, as he promised you on oath, if you keep the command of the Lord your God and walk in his ways.
· Then all the peoples on earth will see that you are called by the Name of the Lord, and they will fear you.

· the Lord will grant you abundant prosperity—in the fruit of your womb, the young of your livestock and the crops of your ground—in the land he swore to your forefathers to give you.

· The Lord will open the heavens, the storehouse of his bounty, to send rain on your land in season and to bless all the work of your hands.  You will lend to many nations but will borrow from none.

· The Lord will make you the head, not the tail.  If you pay attention to the commands of the Lord your God that I give you this day and carefully follow them, you will always be at the top, never at the bottom.

· Do not turn aside from any of the commands I give you today, to the right or to the left, following other gods and serving them.

WOW - WOW - WOW!!!  All of these things belong to us as believers, on this side of eternity.  Not after we die, but right now!   Why and how?  Because Jesus has redeemed us from the curse of the law!!!
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