LOVEST THOU ME?

PRAYER

Scripture:  John 21:11-19

As our Scripture tells us, this is the third time that Jesus has appeared to His disciples after His resurrection from the dead.  How many days after the resurrection, we are not quite sure.  But we know that it was over eight days later because it was on the eight day that Jesus had appeared to them with Thomas being present.  I wish that God would have revealed to us everywhere that Jesus went and did during His forty days of physically walking this earth after He had risen from the dead, but Scripture doesn’t tell us everything.  The point is that before Jesus could return to heaven, He still had some work to do.  His still had some instructions to be given and His still had a some relationships that needed healing.

On this particular day, the relationship that He was going to center on was between Him and Peter.  On the two occasions that He had revealed Himself to the disciples as a group before, He had not addressed this issue.  But it would be addressed this day.  Why would Jesus think it so important to address this issue with Peter.  The answer is because of relationships.  You have to know and understand family and friends, that relationships are extremely important to God.  You have to know that everything about God is about relationships.  He have to know that Peter had hurt Jesus big time.  You have to understand that Peter had done something in their relationship that seemed to be beyond repair.  I know you know the story.

But for some that may not, turn to Matt. 26:69-74  “Now Peter was sitting out in the courtyard, and a servant girl came to him, ‘You also were with Jesus of Galilee,’ she said.  But he denied it before them all, ‘I don’t know what you’re talking about,’ he said.  The he went out to the gateway, where another girl saw him and said to the people there, ‘This fellow was with Jesus of Nazareth.’  He denied it again with an oath:  ‘I don’t know that man!’  After a little while, those standing there went up to Peter and said, ‘Surely you are one of them, for your accent gives you away.’  Then he began to call down curses on himself and he swore to them, ‘I don’t know the man!’  Immediately a rooster crowed.  Then Peter remembered the word Jesus had spoken:  ‘Before the rooster crows, you will disown me three times.’  And he went outside and wept bitterly.”
I want you to understand what was going through Peter’s heart and mind.  I want you to feel the guilt and regret and sorrow that He felt.  He was the one who was always talking about how much he loved the Lord.  He was the one who was always talking about how he would rather die than to abandon Jesus.  But when the rubber hit the road, he did exactly what he swore he would never do.  I want to stop here for a moment and step over to the side-bar.  Don’t ever say what you would never do.  Because you don’t know what you will do if the pressure is applied hard enough!   The only thing that you should say is “I pray, with God’s help, that I would never do such-n-such.”  Peter had blown it and he knew it!  If Jesus had not reached out to him, Peter could have developed a spirit of depression, a spirit of failure and a spirit of hopelessness.  And with that, he never could have been used by God.  So, my Jesus did what He always does; He took the initiative.  He didn’t sit around debating who was wrong and who was right.  He didn’t sit around thinking about how He had been hurt, or how disappointing Peter was to Him.  No, He reached out to heal the situation.

So what does Jesus do?  Notice, vs. 9  “When they landed, they saw a fire of burning coals there with fish on it, and some bread.  Vs. 12  “Jesus said to the, “Come and dine.’”  Jesus has cooked them a meal of broiled fish and bread.  They spend time fellowshipping with one another.  Notice Jesus waits till after the meal to start ministering to Peter.  In our text Jesus asks Peter three times if he loves Him.  Why three times?  Because in His sensitive and caring way, He is reminding Peter of his denying Him three times without even bringing up the subject.  Why would Jesus do it this way.  I believe that Jesus is showing us that when a relationship has been hurt, when a relationship has been damaged, when a relationship has been severed; it is not always necessary to rehash what has previously taken place.  What was the point of Jesus saying to Peter, “Man, you punked out on me when I needed you most.  How could you denying even knowing me like that.  Why did you have to resort to cursing and swearing when you were talking about me?”  No, Jesus didn’t say these things to Peter because He knew that Peter had said these things to himself a thousand times.   No, instead, Jesus goes to the heart of the matter.  He asks Peter if he loves Him.  That my brothers and sisters in Christ is the deciding factor.  That my friends is what will motivate us to action or to the lack thereof.  Jesus wanted to use Peter.  Jesus wanted Him to be His ambassador.  But he is showing Peter and us, that whether He can or not depends on the ‘love’ factor.  Because what He wanted Peter to do could only be done if he loved Him.  Where He wanted Peter to go, he would only dare to venture if he loved Him.  What He wanted Peter to endure, could only be endured if he loved Him.  Jesus asked Peter this question three times.  But the way that He phrased it the first time is what haunts my heart and mind.  “Lovest thou me more than these.”  (repeat)  It haunts me what the “these” represents.  To Peter, did the ‘these’ represent the other disciples?  Did the ‘these’ represent his fishing business?  Did the ‘these’ represent Peter’s pride.  Was Jesus saying to him, “Peter, do you love me enough to put away your anger, your self-pity, your need to rely on your own strength?  Do you love me enough to put self on the side, your hopes, your dreams and your ambitions?”  These things had to be reconciled within Peter’s heart and mind in order for him to go on for the Lord.  Now Jesus is switching His audience from Peter and the disciples and He is asking each one of us the same question.  Lovest thou me?  Lovest thou me, more than these?  Whatever it is that is that is keeping you from totally selling out to the Lord, that what the ‘these’ represents.  Do you have a relationship that is estranged, that has you all tied up in knots?  Then the question is for you do you love Jesus enough to go and make it right?  Do you love Him more than your need to be right?  Do you love Him more than your anger?  Do you love Him more than the grudge that you are taking so much time to nurse and care for?  Do you love Him more than your need to be right?  Lovest thou me, more than these?  In order to be of any use to God, we have to do our best to heal broken relationships.  But!  (There’s that word but again.)  But, all of us know that there are relationships that are not healthy and God would not want us to enter back into them again.  Also, we all know that sometimes you may want to heal a broken relationship but the other person doesn’t.  Now there is a Scripture that we all need to remember.  Romans 12:18  “If it be possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.”   Notice that Scripture says, “If it be possible, as far as it depends on you..”  Sometimes it just isn’t possible, no matter how hard you try!  Now let me give you some revelation wisdom and knowledge.  It may not be possible to mend the relationship, but it is possible to bring healing to the relationship.  Healing to your heart and mind.  Jesus is saying, ‘do you love me enough to allow me to heal you in the midst of the broken relationship?’  Do you love me enough to allow me to heal your heart from anger, bitterness, resentment?  To heal you to the point that if you see the other person you don’t instantly think of the hurt and harm they have inflicted upon you.  To heal you to the point that if you hear of them or even see them all that will fill your heart will be the desire for them to have a good life.
Ask yourself the question, “Lovest thou me, more than ___________” and you fill in the blank.  Only you know what the these are.  It might be the love of money, it might be a bad habit, it might be thinking more of yourself than you should, it might be a spirit of selfishness and the list can go on and on.  Ask yourself the question, is the these hindering you from being totally sold out to the Lord so that He can use you the way that He wants to.  Notice each time Jesus asked Peter this question, He also gave him a commission.  Each time people responded yes, Jesus said “feed my sheep.”  Jesus is letting us know that each time we say that we love Him, He expects our words to be followed up with action.  (comment – H.S.)  There is another thing that we can learn from this text.  We can see where Peter is already starting to learn his lesson about boosting and be a braggart.  The first two times Jesus asked Him if he loved Him, Jesus used the word “Agape,” the highest level of love.  But each time Peter responded with “Phileo,” a word for brotherly love.  Peter is saying, “Lord, I won’t say that I love you with the highest level of love, because I did that before and failed drastically.  This time, I will be honest.  I’ll say that I love you like a brother, I love you like a friend.”  Jesus says, in effect, I’ll take that and build on it.  This is what Jesus wants from you and from me.  He is saying, “When, I ask you if you love me more than these, just be honest.  Tell me where you are and what is going on in your heart and mind.  If you are honest with me, than I’ll know that you are willing to allow me to start where you are and to allow me to change you from the inside out.  Then I can use you in my service.”  Amen!  Amen!  “Loves thou me, more than these?”
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