IS JESUS REAL TO YOU
PRAYER

Scripture:  John 20:24-29

On the evening of Easter Sunday Jesus had appeared, alive and well, to 10 of the disciples but Thomas wasn’t there.  When the disciples had later told Thomas that they had seen the Lord, he had uttered those infamous words:  “Except I shall see in his hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into his side, I will not believe.”  I need to stop right here for a moment.  At this point in time Thomas was finding it hard to believe that Jesus had risen from the dead.  In Thomas’ mind, he could not process the resurrection.  Even though he had been with Jesus numerous times when Jesus spoke of his death and resurrection, it still was not real to him.  It didn’t make sense; it was out of the norm and if it didn’t make sense and if it was not the norm, Thomas said he simply would not believe!
This is the same problem that so many people have with Jesus today.  They can’t process His life’s story.  They can’t believe that He was born of a virgin.  They refuse to believe that he walked this earth doing mighty miracles.  They refuse to believe that he knew that he would be put to death, yet, he willing went to the cross to die for your sin and mine.  They don’t believe that after three days of experiencing death, hell and the grave that He arose victoriously!!!  It just doesn’t make sense, it’s out of the norm and like Thomas they say unless you show me infallible proof I will not believe!  Jesus is just not real to them!!!
The question for you this morning is just how real is Jesus to you?  Do you really believe all of these things that I just said about Jesus or do you think that these things were just made up in order to prompt you into living a better life?  Do you really believe the words of Jesus when He said, “lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world.”  Some people are saying a resounding yes in their heart and mind, “I believe”.  So if you are saying yes, that you believe Jesus is real and that he meant what he said about always being with you, than let me ask you a question.  If you really believe that Jesus is always with you, why do you take Him to some of the places that you go to?  If you really believe that Jesus is your constant companion, why do you talk some of the talk that comes out of your mouth?  If you really believe that Jesus is always with you, why do you grumble and complain about serving Him?
Let me ask you another question, why do you come to church on Sunday?  Is it to meet up with your friends; is it to fellowship with people you haven’t seen all week?  Is it because you parents make you?  Is it because your mom is the Pastor?  Why is it that you come to church?  Do you come because you want something from God but, you still don’t want to commit to Him?  If you come to church for any of these reason than Jesus is not truly REAL to you!  Even if you believe that Jesus was born at a specific time and that he walked and lived on this earth that still doesn’t mean that Jesus is REAL to you.  Let me give you an example of what I mean.  I know that George Washington was the 1st president of the U.S.  I know that historians say that he had wooden teeth and when he was young he would never tell a lie.  But in actuality because George lived so long ago, he is not real to me.  Meaning that I know he lived, but I never knew him personally.
Do you know Jesus personally?  Do you know Him well enough to introduce someone else to Him?  I am afraid that so many people only want to know Him well enough to escape hell, but they don’t want to get ‘up-close and personal’ with Him!  They don’t want to know Him well enough that they have to make any kind of changes in their lives!  Again, I ask the question ‘is Jesus real to you or are you just going through the motions?’  Thomas in our text doubted the Lord.  Do you doubt him as well?  And is the reason you doubt him because you have never really taken the time to know Him?  You say, “Pastor, I have to be honest.  I do doubt the Lord.  I doubt Him because I have prayed about certain situations and my prayers have not been answered.  I doubt Him because I have asked for some things and they have not been given to me.  I doubt Him because I have sickness in my body and God has not healed me.  Yes, Pastor, if I am to be honest I must admit that I have doubted the Lord.”
Well, let me give you a little clue of what the problem is.  One of the reasons that we doubt is because Jesus is not as real to us as we claim that He is!  Meaning that we don’t know Him as personally and intimate as we claim.  If we knew Him, really and truly, deep down knew Him, we would never doubt!!!  So what is the solution, how do we alleviate the doubts and get to the place that we know Jesus, that we know that we know!  I believe that Jesus’ encounter with Thomas will give us an answer to that question.
In our text a week has now passed.  It is again on a Sunday and the eleven disciples have gathered together.  This time Thomas is with them.  All of a sudden Jesus appears in their midst and He goes straight to Thomas and says “Reach hither thy finger, and behold my hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into my side:  and be not faithless, but believing. 
Jesus is saying to Thomas, “I’ll give you what you need initially to believe.   But from this point on, you got to operate in faith.”  Jesus knew before he came that Thomas had not believed the disciples report that he was alive.  So he appeared this time for Thomas’ benefit.  He is saying, “If you need to see me in order to believe, then look on me.”  You need to touch my nail scarred hands in order to believe, ‘then reach out and touch me.’  God is saying to each of us this morning that if we want Jesus to become more real to us, if we want to move from doubt to faith there is something that we must do.  We have got to allow him to reveal himself to us as he revealed himself to Thomas.  You’ve got to look on Jesus and you have to reach out and touch Him!  You say, ‘how do we do that?
Turn to Deuteronomy 4:29  “But if from thence thou shalt seek the Lord thy God, thou shalt find him, if thou seek him with all thy heart and with all thy soul.
If we want to SEE THE LORD, if we want to move from doubt to faith, if we want Jesus to become more real to us, then we must seek the Lord with all our heart and with all our soul.  What does it mean to seek the Lord.  Remember, Thomas would not believe until he had SEEN the Lord.  In my way of thinking seeking the Lord means:

- SEEING Him in the midst of everything that we experience or go through.  It means seeking His face.

- It means seeking His will and His way for our lives.
- It means allowing Him to order our steps in His Word. 
- It means wanting what God wants for your life.
- It means aligning our will and desires up with His will and desires FOR US!
You want to move from doubt to faith you got to seek the Lord!  But there is something else that you must do.
Turn to Isaiah 58:2(a)  “Yet they seek me daily, and delight to know my ways.
We have got to seek the Lord DAILY.  Not just once in a while.  Not just when we are between a rock and a hard place.  But seeking God daily has got to be an ordinary part of our day.  (comments – H.S.)  And when we seek the Lord, we are to delight in knowing what God wants us to do and how or where God wants us to go.  Remember that Scripture in Psalm 37:4 “…if we DELIGHT in him (God), He will give us the desires of our hearts.” 
What is the third point that God wants us to see so that Jesus becomes more real to us.  What is the third point that we are to do to move from doubt to faith, and to get to know Jesus more personally?

Turn to Psalm 63:1(a)  “O God, thou art MY God; EARLY will I seek thee…”
Notice in this text David refers to God as MY GOD.  You see he had gotten to the place were he knew God ‘up close and personal.’  How did he get to that place?  He said, “early WILL I SEEK THEE.”  That means two things to me – that he sought God early in the morning.  He put God in the BEGINNING of planning his days.  He did not wait until his day was in a mess, or he didn’t wait until his day was over and he was about to drag himself to bed.  He sought God early in the morning.  And notice HOW he sought God.  63:1(b)  “…my soul thirsteth for thee, my flesh longeth for thee in a dry and thirsty land, where no water is.”  Seeking God was a hunger inside of him; it was a longing to be in God presence.  (comments – H.S.)

But seeking God early not only means that he sought God early in the morning; it also means he sought God early in his life, while he was still a youth.  David sought the Lord while he was still a youth, out in the pasture talking care of his father’s sheep.  And young people you need to read up on David’s early life.  David’s father had eight sons, David was the youngest.  When David was told to go out to the field and tend the sheep, which was a low and menial job, he did not grumble and complain and say ‘what are the other men doing.  I have to do all the hard work!’  But he did it obediently and loving because he was doing what was asked of him.  If you want to know Jesus more personally then you’ve got to seek him EARLY, early in life and early in the morning!
Thomas doubted, but Jesus revealed himself to him.  And Thomas answered and said unto him, My Lord and my God.  Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed; blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed.”
That includes us!  (comments – H.S.)   When Jesus revealed Himself to Thomas, He did not upbraid him or actually even criticize him.  What Jesus did was to use this as a teachable moment.  He uses this incident to teach Thomas and us that doubt and faith cannot co-exist.  He uses this to show that our relationship with Him has got to be based on faith.  It’s got to be based on KNOWING Christ and knowing that He will be true to His word.  When I first started this sermon, I told you that Thomas had been there when Jesus had prophesied that he would die and rise three days later.  But Thomas doubted him.  Why?  Because he truly didn’t know Jesus.  Please don’t let that be said of you.   Whatever it is that going on in your life right now, put aside your doubts and your fears.  Know that Jesus is real and if you seek his face with all your heart, if you seek his face daily and if you seek his face early – He will reveal himself to you.
There is a final Scripture that I want you to see.  II Chron. 7:14  “If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and SEEK my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.  (comments – H.S.)
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