THOSE DIRTY FEET 4-22-07

PRAYER

Scripture:  John 13:1-10

As we continue in our Easter season, our ‘resurrection’ season, we recall the many things thus far that God has shown us that we need to be rejoicing about.  We have seen that as we celebrate the resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus the Christ, not only should we be rejoicing that when Jesus arose from the dead defeating Satan and his demons but we should be celebrating OUR resurrection as well.

We should be celebrating that once we have repented of our sin and accepted Jesus as our Lord and Savior - that at that moment God attributed to our account that we had died with Jesus on that cross.  And that since we died with Christ that we no longer have to die again.  Therefore, death and the grave no longer have a hold on us.  That is why Jesus tells us, ‘O death, where is thy sting, O grave where is thy victory.’  Scripture tells us that the sting of death is sin!  But since we have died to sin - the sting of death has been removed and sin no longer has control over us.

We looked at that in detail on Easter Sunday morning.  We also saw on Easter Sunday that when we accepted Christ as our Lord, not only did we die with Him but we also arose with Him.  And we received the ‘resurrection of forgiveness.’  Last week God showed us that through the death and resurrection of Christ that we had been ‘redeemed from the curse of the law.’

We saw how the ‘law’ has a curse that comes along with it.  Now, I won’t re-preach that sermon but to sum up what that means; it means that if you don’t obey the law TOTALLY at ALL time you will suffer the curse that comes along with it.  But, thank God, Jesus redeemed us from that curse.

How?  Because He obeyed the law totally and at all times when He lived here on this earth and His perfection, His righteousness was attributed to us at the moment of salvation.  Therefore, the ‘curse’ has been removed from each believer.  And we now can receive the ‘blessings’ that God promised to us through Abraham!!!  Now, I don’t want you to think that since Christ’s perfection and righteousness has been attributed to us, that means we can live any kind of life we want to.  There is RESPONSIBILITY that comes along with our salvation and our being able to receive the blessings that God promised us in Deuteronomy 28.

To give us an understanding of what our responsibility is - God took me back to a text that occurred before the crucifixion of Christ.  Most of you in here know this text very well.  This occurred in the upper room the night before Jesus’ crucifixion.  After Jesus and his disciples had fellowshipped and celebrated the Passover meal together - Jesus arose from the table.  He took a towel and girded Himself and took a basin of water and began to wash the disciples’ feet.  But when Jesus came to Simon Peter - Peter said to Him “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?”  Jesus replied, “You do not realize what I am doing, but later you will understand.”  “No.” said Peter, “You shall never wash my feet.”  Jesus answered, “Unless, I wash you, you have no part with me.”  “Then Lord,” Simon Peter replied, “Not just my feet but my hands and my head as well!”  Jesus answered, “A person who has had a bath needs only to wash his feet; his whole body is clean.  And you are clean, though not every one of you.”

In order to understand what Jesus is saying and teaching the disciples, let me tell you a little of the custom of that day.  In those days - they would have bath houses where people would go to bath.  After their bath - they would put their clothes and sandals back on to walk to their homes.  The roads, of course, would be dusty and dirty.  And by time they got home from their bath, their feet would be dirty.  That’s why it was the custom then, if a visitor came to your home - they would be offered a basin of water so that the servants could wash their feet.

When Peter objected to Jesus washing his feet, Jesus told him that after a person has bathed they are clean - but then their feet would get dirty during their daily travels.  So what is the point?  The point is after we have been washed in the blood of Christ, after we have been saved and cleansed from our sins - as we travel through our daily life, our feet will get dirty.  Now I wonder if there is any one in here this morning with dirty feet.  Someone may be thinking - ‘well, if I have been cleansed - what difference does it make if my feet get a little dirty?’

To answer that let me give you a little analogy.  I have a grandson who when he was younger and he came over our house he would always want to take off his tennis shoes.  And it would smell like something was rotten in the house.  I would make him wash his feet and put his tennis shoes outside until it was time for him to go home!  Why?  Because his feet not only needed to be cleansed, but because they had a foul odor.  Well, as I said once we have been saved, we have been washed, we have been cleansed.  But during the course of living often times we encounter some sin, and we become dirty.  It could be a sin of unforgiveness, sin of lying and cheating, sexual sin, gossiping sin, etc.  The point is 

yes, we have been saved, yes we have been cleansed,  but unfortunately after we are saved we do things that defile us in the sight of God.

Yes, we have experienced the resurrection of forgiveness, yes we have experienced the resurrection whereby sin no longer has dominion over our life. Yes, we have been redeemed form the curse of the law.  But, we still have responsibility of keeping our ‘feet’ clean!  Why is it so important that we keep our feet clean?  Because if we don’t they will start to stink!  Feet are being used as an analogy for sin.  If we continue to have unconfessed sin in our lives - our lives will begin to stink!!  Our witness for Christ will stink.  And just like all of us are repulsed by a foul odor and we back away from it - is the same way that when you Christian life starts to stink instead of drawing people to Christ, you will cause people to back away or be repulsed by Christ!!!

What else does having ‘dirty feet’ or unconfessed sin in Christian life do?  Turn to Isaiah 59:1-2  “Behold, the Lord’s hand is not shortened, that it cannot save, neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear; But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his face from you that he will not hear.”  (comments - H.S.)

Unconfessed sin will hinder your prayers from being answer - and will hinder you in living the ‘blessed’ life!  You say ‘okay, Pastor, I understand!  I understand that after I am saved I am to have no unconfessed sin in my life - so what am I supposed to do?  The first thing that must happen is you must be like Peter.  When the Lord told him that if He didn’t wash him, that Peter would not be a part of Him - Peter loudly exclaims - ‘Wash not just my feet but my head and my hands.’  Why would Peter have not said - ‘Wash ALL of me?’  Why would he say wash not just my feet but my head and my hands?”

For an answer - Turn to Prov. 6:16-19  “These six things doth the Lord hate; yea, seven are an abomination unto him:  A proud look, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood, A heart that deviseth wicked imaginations, feet that be swift in running to mischief, a false witness that speaketh lies, and he that soweth discord among brethren.”
Now these seven things that God hates can be categorized under three areas:  the head (where proud and evil thoughts originate) the feet (that takes us to places that we shouldn’t go) and the hands (that do things that we shouldn’t do).  Now can you see why Peter said - don’t just wash my stinking feet, but my head and hands as well?

So back to the question of what we are supposed to do when we realize we have unconfessed sin in our lives.  Just like Peter, we must be willing for God to cleanse EVERY area of our lives.  Remember what God tells us in I John 1:9. “If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just to forgive us of our sins and to cleanse us of all unrighteousness.”  So, often, we have our ‘pet’ sins our ‘private’ sins that we are not willing to give up!  But if we want cleansing - if we want to be in fellowship with God, we have to be willing for Him to work in our ENTIRE life - not just in certain areas!

What is the second thing that we must do when we find that we have unconfessed sin in our lives?  Turn to John 15:3-4.  “Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you, Abide in me, and I in you, As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me.”  So the second thing that we must do is to make our home in the Lord, to live in the Lord and to keep our self clean through staying the Word!  (comments - H.S.)

So, what is the third thing that we must do when we have dirty feet, when we find unconfessed sin in our lives?  What is the third thing that we must do to live in fellowship with our Lord?

Turn to II Cor. 6:15 - 7:1  What harmony is there between Christ and Belial?  What does a believer have in common with an unbeliever?  What agreement is there between the temple of God and idols?  For we are the temple of the living God.  As God has said: “I will live with them and walk among them, and I will be their God, and they will be my people.”  “Therefore come out from them and be separate, says the Lord.  Touch no unclean thing, and I will receive you.”  “I will be a Father to you, and you will be my sons and daughters, says the Lord Almighty”  Isn’t this beautiful?

God tells us in order to walk in fellowship with Him; we have to separate ourselves from unbelievers.  We are to separate ourselves from those who try to draw ourselves back into the world.  God says what fellowship can there be between the temple of God and idols?  He says that if we separate ourselves from them (as far as fellowshipping with them), repenting from our sins then ‘He will be our God and we will be His people, He will be our heavenly Father and we will be His sons and daughters.
Now let me take you back to the beginning - we have received the resurrection of forgiveness, the resurrection of deliverance from the power of sin, being redeemed from the curse of the law - these are all the things that God has done.  But then after we are saved there are some things that we are responsible to do.  Knowing that as we go through life, sometimes our feet get stinky and dirty, sometimes we fall into sin.  God says when this happens we must confess our sins and then (1) we must be willing for God to cleanse us in every area of our life; (2) abide in the Lord and to keep ourselves clean through the Word; (3) we must separate ourselves from unbelievers or separate ourselves from our old way of life.  Then we can walk in sweet fellowship with the Lord, whereby He will be our God, our heavenly Father, and we will be His children.  Amen!
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