SECURITY IN CHRIST

PRAYER

Scripture:  John 10:27-30

There is an enemy that is hovering over the lives of so many people today.  In my mind, I see it as a fog or a mist hovering over a marshland.  If you look closely you can see it moving slowly but steady, spreading out and covering all within its sight.  This enemy is not only effecting people of the world, but it is also effecting some of those who go by the Name of Christ.  The enemy that I am talking about is the spirit of fear/anxiety.  Everywhere you turn people are fearful or anxious about something.  I could start to try and list some of the things that people are anxious or fearful about but instead of doing that,  let me sum it up by saying that people are anxious because of a lack of security.  So many people are afraid because they say that nothing is secure today.  They say our banking system is faulty, so they don’t trust the banks.  They think that there is no security in their jobs, so they worry about going to work and being laid off.  They don’t feel secure in their homes so they go out and buy elaborate security systems.  They don’t feel like their children are secure in school, so they buy them cell phones to try and keep in constant contact.  And some of them are even thinking of implanting their children with tracking devices (much like with pets) so that they can know where they are at all times.  Some people are insecure in their marriage/relationship, etc.  I can stand here all day and list the things people are insecure about and still someone could add something that I never thought about.  The point is that fear/anxiety is a tool of the enemy.  It is a tool that he uses effectively and cunningly but, alas, it is a deceptive tool.  Most of you have heard of that acrostic used to describe fear.  F-alse, E-vidence, A-ppearing, R-eal.  This is especially true for the Christian.  Why do I say that?  Because our Scripture text tells us differently.  It tells us that as children of God, we are to live in a place of maximum security. We are to live in a place that fear cannot dwell, where fear can not permeate.  We are to live in this place of security that will give us rest and confidence in every area of our lives, spiritual, physical, financial, emotional and social.  You say, “Pastor, where is this place of maximum security, that’s where I want to live.”  Look at verses 28-30 again.  “And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand.  My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father’s hand.  I and my Father are one.”  (comments – H.S.)  Where is this place of maximum security?  In the hands of Jesus, covered with the hand of the Father.  Can you see now why living in a place of fear/anxiety is not conducive with being in the hands of God.  It just doesn’t make sense!  How can we feel insecure, how can we be fearful/anxious if we know who is holding us.  There may be someone here who is saying “these verse are talking about our eternal security as far as being saved.  It is not talking about physical security on this earth.”  Well, my learned friend, I beg to differ with you.  Notice in the 28th verses it gives us three separate and distinct promises.
1.  “I give unto them…

2.  they shall never perish.

3.  Neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand.”
(comment on each)

If this is not talking about us having maximum security now, where fear and anxiety have no place, why would God tell us in ”For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.”  (comments – H.S.)  If we are not safe in the hands of Jesus wrapped in the hands of the Father, why would He tell us in Phil. 4:6  “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything with prayer and supplication with thanksgiving, let your requests be made know unto God.  And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.”  (comments -H.S.)
No, brothers and sisters in Christ, we live in a place of security.  A place of security that will effect every area of our lives if we know the truth.  When I say that this security will effect every area of our lives, I like to describe it as the place of three “P’s.”  The place of power, position and prosperity.  What does God mean when He told me that we live in a place of power.  Turn to Isaiah 41:10  “Fear thou not; for I am with thee:  be not dismayed, for I am thy God; I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness.”  Wow!  Didn’t God tell us that fear/anxiety/insecurity had no place in the life of a child of God.  What is the first thing that He tells us in this fears?
· Fear not.  Why?  Because He is with us.

· Be not dismayed.  Why?  Because He is our God.  What’s is He going to do for us?

· I will strengthen you.  I will give you the power that you need.  

· I will help you.  How will He help us?

· I will uphold thee with the right hand (the place of security) of my righteousness.

Through God we have the power to handle or overcome every obstacle that may come up in our lives.  (comments – H.S.)  The other ‘p’ that describe our security in the Lord is “position ally.”  What does that mean?  It is our ‘position’ or our ‘place’ in the Lord.  I need for you to put on your spiritual hats for this one.  Turn to Eph. 1:18-23  “I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and his incomparable great power for us who believe.  That power is like the working of his might strength, which he exerted in Christ when he raise him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come.  And God place all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.”    Now, look at Eph. 2:4-6  “But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved.  And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus.”  Let’s look at all the gold nuggets in this and see if we can find our place of security position ally.
· you may know the hope in which God has called you,
· the riches of His(Jesus) glorious inheritance in the saints.  (We are Christ’s inheritance, that show how special and valuable we are.

· His incomparable great power for us who believe.  (See the word power again.  The same power that God used to raise Jesus from the dead now resides in us.)

· Seated him(Jesus) at His (God, the Father’s) right hand in the heavenly realms.  Now notice verse 6 in Chapter 2, God raise us up with Christ and seated us with Him in the heavenly realms.
So, position ally, where are we?  We are in Christ, seated at the right hand of the Father.  Does that blow your mind yet?  How do we walk around in fear/anxiety, doubt/unbelief when God says that we are already with Christ seated in the heavenly realms.  Does that give you a sense of security?  Does that give you a sense of peace and longing?

Now follow the next part closely.  God place all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over…the church, which is his body.”  Let me ask you a question?  Does the feet come out of the head or the body?  The body, of course.  So if Jesus is the head of the church and we are the body, if the feet comes out of the body; if all things are under Jesus’ feet, than all things are also under our feet!!!  Hallelujah, Praise the Lord, and thank you Jesus!  (comments – H.S.)
Now we have seen that we live in a place of maximum security.  Secure in the hands of Jesus, covered in the hands of the Father.  We have seen that we are secure in God’s power, power that He uses to bless us and power that He has bestowed upon us to use.  We have seen that we are secure positionally.  Because we are seated in the heavenly realm in Christ Jesus and that all things are under our feet.  What was the third ‘p’ that describes the area that we are to be secure in?  The third ‘p’ stands for prosperity.  We are to be secure financially.  I will give you a perfect formula is you want to prosper financially and in every other area of your life.  I want you to know that the formula is not mine but the Lord’s.  Turn to Psalms 1:1-3  “Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked or stand in the way of sinners or sit in the seat of mockers.  But his delight is in the law of the Lord, and on his law he meditates day and night.  He is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yield its fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither.  Whatever he does prospers.  It amazes me how people will seek wealth and prosperity in all kinds of wild and crazy schemes.  They will come up with all kinds of ‘hustles’ to make money.  And God gives them a ‘sure-fire’ way of being prosperous in every way, but they won’t take it.  Does that make sense to you?  Let’s dissect this for a moment.  Scripture says Blessed is the man who:
· does not walk in the counsel of the wicked.  God says that if you want to be blessed, you got to watch who your companions are.
He is telling us that we are not to follow the advice of the wicked or ungodly.  Because even when it appears that their advice is good, Satan is just using it to suck you in.  (comments – H.S.)

· stands in the way of sinners.  To stand means to station yourself, to line yourself up with.  This means making a choice between the way of the world.  The choice is are you going to stand with sinners (that means those who evil habitual, for whom wickedness is a way of life) or are you going to stand for Christ?
· Sit in the seat of mockers.  Do you have friends or acquaintances who mock our Lord?  Do you have friends who ridicule God and defiantly reject His word?  God says if you do, you need to move your seat.  God says all we have to do is to

· Delight in Him, to delight in His word.  Reminds me of Psalm 37:4  “Delight yourself also in the Lord and He will give you the desires of your heart.”
· Meditate on His word, so that they will not merely be words on a page but reality in your heart.    God says that when His word becomes reality, you will be like a
· Tree planted by streams of water.  Trees planted by a river are fed and nourished by that river.  It never lacks because its’ roots are grounded deep within the earth.  The tree represents us and the stream of water represents the Holy Spirit.  (comments – H.S.)  If we are rooted and grounded in God, if we are rooted and grounded in His word, whatever we strive to do in life we will prosper.  (comments – H.S.)

These three ‘p’s”, power in the Lord, positionally in the Lord and prosperity in the Lord all belong to us because we are in the hands of Christ covered in the hands of the Father.  Hallelujah!
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