OBEDIENCE PRECEEDS BLESSINGS
PRAYER

Scripture:  John 21:1-6

As our Scripture text opens we see a group of Jesus’ disciples had gathered.  There was Peter, Thomas, Nathanael, the sons of Zebedee (James and John) and two other disciples who are nameless.  Now I imagine that these men were in sort of a quandary.  They just didn’t know what God wanted them to do.  They didn’t know which way to turn.  Since Jesus’ resurrection, He had appeared to them twice.
The first time He tells them, “As the Father has sent me, so send I you.”  Then He breathed on them and said “Receive the Holy Spirit.  Whosesoever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; and whosesoever sins ye retain, they are retained.”.  And then He disappeared.  I am not quite sure what puzzled them most – Jesus’ disappearing act or the strange words that He had spoken to them!  Then eight days later, Jesus suddenly appears in their midst again.  This time for Thomas’ benefit and He utters some equally strange words “Blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed.”  And then He disappears again!
I don’t know about you but I would dare to venture that if I was there – my emotions would be churning in various directions; between joy of my Lord’s resurrection and frustration as to ‘where do we go from here?’  I believe this is kind of what is going on with these disciples right now!  Scripture does not tell us how many days had past since Jesus last appearance to them, but it has apparently been days.  Because Peter jumps up, and it sounds like in pure frustration, and says “I’m going fishing.”  In other words, “this sitting around doing nothing is driving me crazy.  Yes, God has spoken to us.  Yes, God has given us a commission.  But we don’t understand what it all means.  What did Jesus mean when He said that we could forgive sins? We have always been taught that only Priest could pronounce the forgiveness of sin over someone.  What did He mean when He breathed on us and said – ‘receive the Holy Spirit?’  I don’t feel any different, I don’t know if I have received anything or not!”
Perhaps you can identify with these men.  Have you ever known that you had heard from God and that He wanted to use you but you didn’t know what you were suppose to do or where you were suppose to go?  Has it ever been that God had spoken to your heart and given you instructions, but then you hadn’t heard anything else?  Well, as I said, that is how these men felt.  So, again, Peter said, “I’m going fishing.”  Peter was saying, ‘I don’t know what the Lord wants me to do, so I will just do what I know.  I’ll do what I use to do before I met the Lord.  And the other men with him, said – ‘we’re going along with you.”
My brothers and sisters in Christ, we can see two dangerous places to be in, in these statements.  What are they?  The first is once God has saved you, once God has called you out of a place, once God has delivered you from something and you turn back you are headed for trouble.  Turn to Luke 9:62  “And Jesus said unto him, No man, having put his hand to the plow, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.”  (comments – H.S.)
Turn to II Peter 2:20-22  “For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse with them than the beginning.  For it had been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than after they have known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered unto them.  But it is happened unto them according to the true proverb, the dog is turned to his own vomit again; and the sow that was washed to wallow in the mire.  (comments – H.S.)

The second dangerous place in Peter’s statement to go back to fishing was that because the other disciples looked up to him they decided to go back too.  God plainly tells us in His Word in Rom. 14:13(b) “…that no man put a stumbling block or an occasion to fall in his brother’s way.”  (comments – H.S.)
Back to our text in John 21 – Peter and the others go fishing as they said.  Scripture says that they fished all night long and they caught nothing.  You need to know that these were experienced fishermen, this was Peter’s profession.  He knew how to fish and he knew where to fish.  They fished at night because the seas in those areas were crystal clear and night-fishing helped to inhibit the fish from seeing the net in the water.  But they were not successful.  They didn’t catch one fish!  Even though this was their business, even though it was something that had been good at, they caught nothing.  Why?  Because God now had another call on their life and He wanted to show them that this profession would no longer be their source of supply.  How do I know that?  Look at the rest of these Scripture.
John 21:4-6  “But when the morning was now come Jesus stood on the shore; but the disciples knew not that it was Jesus.  Then Jesus saith unto them, ‘Children, have ye any meat?’  They answered him, No.  And he said unto them, Cast the net on the right side of the ship, and ye shall find.  They cast therefore, and now they were not able to draw it for the multitude of the fishes.”
Look at the wealth of revelation, wisdom and knowledge that is in these verses.  The first thing is that morning does come.  Nighttime does not last forever!  Some of you may have been wondering around in the dark, lost and not able to find your way, but I promise you that if you know Jesus in the pardoning of your sin – morning will come!!!
The second thing is Jesus calls them ‘children.’  Now these are grown, burly men.  Why would Jesus refer to them as children?  Jesus was trying to change their mentality as to who they were.  He was trying to show them that through faith in Him, they were not the same old men that they use to be.  Jesus was showing them that now they were ‘children’ of God.  And that since God is now their Father and He is their elder Brother, that God would be the source of their supply, that God would be the One to supply ALL of their needs according to His riches in glory!
Notice Jesus asked them did they have any meat (had they caught any fish).  Why would Jesus do this since He already knew the answer?  That’s the third point that you can learn from this text.  And that is - in order to bless them they had to get to the place were they realized that they had a need, that there was a lack.  Then they had to realize that their efforts ALONE would never be sufficient.  When they admitted their need, when they admitted their insufficiency – Jesus told them what to do.  He gave them the fourth point,”cast your net on the right side of the boat.”    There’s just something about being on the ‘right side.’  (comments – H.S. – place of power and authority – Jesus on the right hand of the Father.)
The fifth point is obedience!  When they did what Jesus told them they caught so many fish that they were unable to pull the net into the boat.  What does Eph. 3:20 say  - God is “…able to do exceedingly above all that we ask or think.  (comments – H.S.)  But obedience to God’s Word is necessary.  Everyone wants the blessings – but they don’t want the obedience.  If you have given your life to Christ, you are a disciple just like these men were.  And God has a special call on your life.  But if you go back to your old ways of life you will not be able to prosper.
You say Pastor, “I don’t believe that because I know plenty of people who are not obeying God who are prospering.”  My answer is that your problem is you don’t know what prosperity is.  You are equating prosperity solely with ‘things.’  Turn to III John 2nd verse:  “Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in health, even as they soul prospers. Notice in this text that God talks about three areas of financial, physical and spiritual.  If a person is only prospering in ‘things’ and not in the physical and emotional and spiritual realm, they are not prosperous.  (comments – H.S.)
These disciples were blessed by God because they were obedient to His Word.  That fact never changes.  Obedience first and then comes the blessings.  You cannot expect to be blessed when you know that God has laid His hand on you, called you, anointed you, but you keep running in the other directions.  No, going where God leads will not always be easy.  Even the strongest saint has to cry sometimes.  But I promise you; all the sacrifices that you make for God will be worth it in the end.
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