THE POWER OF THE RESURRECTION

PRAYER

Scripture:  Luke 24:1-12

Today is Easter Sunday and as you would expect I will talking about the resurrection of our Lord Jesus the Christ.  But before you get to comfortable in your seats and allow your mind to wander because you think you know the Easter Story.  Before you allow your mind to drift off because you believe that you could preach the Easter story yourself, let me ask you to pay close attention and allow God to administer additional truths to your heart and mind.  For a moment I would ask you to travel back with me to the previous Friday.  We are not going to look at the entire day, we are simply going to look at six hours in that day.  Six hours, from nine to three o’clock in the afternoon.

The day started off for many as any typical day.  It was Friday, the end of the work week and many people may have woken with the thought of TGIF.  They may have thought, ‘I can go to Synagogue tomorrow and fellowship with my family and then Sunday, I can lay around and rest.’  But, I digress, we are only talking about Friday, six hours on Friday.  Six hours would not have been a normal work day because these people were mostly farmers and they worked from sun-up to sun-set.  On that Friday, during those six hours, it would be long enough for a doctor to deliver a baby or give the last rites to a dying patient.  During those six hours, a housewife could clean her home and start preparing the dinner meal.  During those six hours a young boy could slip off to the local swimming hole and have an afternoon swim.  During those six hours, people would be going about their daily routine; not realizing that these would be the most important/significant six hours in all of history.  Why?  For two reasons:  God would be revealing His plan for humankind and because God would reveal that He hadn’t given up on us!  My brothers and sisters in Christ, neighbors and friends, it is so good to come to the revelation wisdom and knowledge that God hasn’t given up on us.

In life you will come across people who will give up on you.  That friend/home boy that you thought would always have your back will give up on you.  The boss on your job who had at one time sang your praises will give up on you.  That person that you gave your love away to so freely, will send it back to you in an envelope marked ‘return to sender’ and it won’t have a return address.  Even sometimes, God forbid, your parents may give up on you.  But, praise God, during those six hours God was showing that He hadn’t given up on the Israelite people who had turned from Him so many times.  God was showing that He hadn’t given up on the woman who had been caught in the act of adultery.  God showed during those six hours that He hadn’t given up on the Scribes, Pharisees and religious leaders who had plotted behind His back.  God showed during those six hours that He hadn’t given up on the soldiers who beat Him so unmercifully.  God showed that He hadn’t given up on the people who had spit in his face and talked trash to His face.  God showed that He hadn’t given up on Peter who denied Him three times with cursing and swearing.  God showed that he hadn’t given up on the very ones who nailed Him to the cross.  And most importantly He showed during those six hours that He hadn’t given up on you and He hadn’t given up on me!!!  How did God do this, by allowing His Son to die on the cross for us!  By allowing Jesus to drink from that dreaded cup from which He cried out, “Father, if it be possible let this cup pass from me.”
Six hours one Friday, God showed us that He had not given up on us.  With that thought in mind, don’t allow some here on this earth giving up on you to destroy you.  No matter who it is.  If someone gives up on you and Satan tries to make you feel worthless and defeated, remind yourself and him that God hasn’t given up on you.  Remind yourself and Satan, that if God hasn’t given up on you that’s all you need.  And if God hasn’t given up on you, you are not going to give up on yourself!!!  Now remember I told you that those six hours were the most important in all of history.  So, what was the other reason that I said?  Because during those six hours God revealed His plan for humanity.

So what was God’s plan for humanity?  Let’s look at what happened on the cross.  We not going to look at the physical things that occurred, i.e., the people mocking and reviling Him, the thieves join in but one repents and is saved, the soldiers gambling over His clothing, the offering Him vinegar mixed with gall (a narcotic), which He refuses.  We are not going to look at what can be seen with the natural eye on the cross, we are going to look at what happened in the Spiritual realm.
Turn to II Cor. 5:17, 21  “Therefore if any an be in Christ, he is a new creature:  old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new…For He hath made Him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that, we might be made the righteousness of God in Him.”  These two verse perfectly describe the will of God for humankind.  The will of God is that the people that He had created to love and walk in fellowship with Him, the people that had fallen into sin and were now separated from Him would once again brought back into a personal relationship with Him.  God’s plan for humanity was to give them a brand new nature, to take away their old sinful nature and give them of His nature.  How would God do that?  Through the cross.  An exchange took place on that cross that could not be seen with the natural eye.  A exchange took place during those three hours of darkness from 12 noon to 3 o’clock in the afternoon.  Watch with them and see if you can see into the spiritual realm.  Darkness has now covered the earth, and if you look closely you will see the prince of darkness hovering over the cross.  He is waiting with baited breath, he is waiting with great anticipation.  What is he waiting for, he is waiting for the soul of Jesus to be released at the point of death!  As darkness hovered over the cross, a metamorphosis takes place.  The Holy One of God, the Anointed One, the One who is called the Light of the world, is filled with the darkness of sin.  The Scripture that we just read says that He became sin!  His righteousness was set aside.  That was the dreaded cup that He shrank back from in the Garden of Gethsemane.  In my Holy Ghost filled imagination, I believe that as soon as Jesus became sin His heart ruptured and He died.  Why at that moment?  Notice what this Scripture say, ‘He who knew no sin.  Jesus had never experienced the taint of sin.  He had never experienced the degradation of sin.  Jesus had never experienced the awfulness of sin that caused Him for the first time to be separated from the Father, and it literally broke His heart!!!  At the precise moment of death, God sends His soul into hell.  And Satan pounces on Jesus like white on rice.  Jesus descended into hell and bore all the pain and suffering that hell entails.  But in the midst of Jesus’ suffering, I want you to notice something else that He does.
Turn to I Peter 3:18-19  “For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit:  By which also he went a preached unto the spirits in prison.  I don’t know about you, but I can tell you about me!  That blows my mind!  Jesus is in hell, suffering for our sins and He goes and preaches to the spirits in prison(hell).  (comments – H.S.)  Even with all of that, Satan thinks Jesus has been defeated.  Satan thinks that because Jesus is in hell, he has won the victory.  But hallelujah, watch what happens!
Turn to Heb. 2:14  “Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the same; that through death he might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil.  Remember when God tells us in I Cor 15:55-57  “O death, where is thy sting?  O grave, where is they victory?  The sting of death is sin and the strength of sin is the law.  But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through Our Lord Jesus Christ.”  Wow!  Wow!  Wow!  Jesus defeated Satan and took the sting out of death (so it doesn’t hurt anymore).  How did He do that?  How do we have the victory?  Through Jesus!  What did He do?  He arose victoriously from the dead!!!  This is what Easter is all about, this is why the hallelujahs should ring out!  Because God’s purpose for humankind had been accomplished through the cross.  Because God shows us that He has given up on us through the cross.  Because Satan and his cohorts were defeated through the cross.  Thank you Jesus!  When the women came to the cross, they were coming laden down with all of their sin and sorrow.  They came defeated believing that Jesus was dead and all their hopes had been shattered.  They came thinking that this was all there was to life.  But, praise the Lord, when they met our risen Savior all of that changed!  (comments – H.S.)

Some of you may have come to church this morning laden down with your sin and sorrow.  Some of you may have come to church this morning with no hope, thinking that your life will never change.  If so, let me introduce you to our risen Lord!  When you meet Him, repent and confess your sins and ask Him to come into your life, you life will never be the same again.  You will begin to experience the purpose and victory that Jesus won for you at the cross.  You will begin to experience the purpose and victory that Jesus validated for you through His resurrection.  Amen & Praise the Lord!!!  This morning, if you will, use your imagination.  See Jesus staying their in all of His majesty and power.  Take your hands and places His hands in yours, feel the roughness and calluses from all the years of working as a carpenter.  Let your hands travel to the top of His hands and stick your finger in the gaping nail holes.  Then fall to your knees and begin to run your fingers over His feet, the same feet that Mary had anointed will perfume.  The same feet that another Mary had washed with her tears and wiped with her hair.  As you rub your hand across His feet, all of a sudden you will feel another hole that goes deep from below top all the way through the arch of His feet.  Then if you can, stand to your feet, stand trembling in front of Him and look into His eyes.  In those eyes you will not see condemnation of ‘how dare you touch me.’  But in those eyes you will see love and acceptance.  And in the midst of them you will see forgiveness!  All of this is ours through our resurrected Lord!
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