THE LAST PASSOVER

PRAYER

Scripture:  Mark 14:16-26

Today is Palm Sunday, the Sunday we normally think and talk about Jesus’ triumphant ride into Jerusalem.  In the background you can hear the crowds of people shouting, “Hosanna, blessed is He who comes in the Name of the Lord.”  But on this Palm Sunday, I want to fast-forward to four days later.  I want to fast-forward to that coming Thursday, the day we call Maundy Thursday.  Let me describe the setting for you.  Jesus and His disciples have come together to celebrate their final Passover meal together.  This was a very important Passover meal because in it Jesus is going to give them additional revelation wisdom and knowledge as to what Passover was all about.
Before He could do that there were some preliminary things that He needed to take care of.  Before the meal begins, as Jesus and all twelve of His disciples are seated around the table, Jesus makes a very revealing statement.  He says, “One of you which eateth with me shall betray me.”  I can just imagine the hush that came over that room as the majority of the disciples sit there in shock.  All except one!  And that was Judas!  He was not in shock because of what Jesus said but He was in shock because Jesus knew the truth of what He had done.  Scripture does not say what Judas thought and felt at that moment, but one thing I do know, I know that he had to have been feeling a little uneasy.  I can imagine that he was wondering if Jesus knew that that very day, he had met with the chief priest and had betrayed Jesus out for 30 pieces of silver.
As I said, I don’t know what Judas was thinking or how he felt.  But I do know one thing that Judas was NOT thinking.  He was not thinking that even at this stage of the game that Jesus loved him enough to give him this chance to repent!  He was not thinking that Jesus was prompting him to examine his heart.  Why do I say that?  Because notice what all of the other disciples said and notice that it said they asked this question one by one.  They each said, “Lord is it I…”  All of them asked the same question, except for Judas.  The man who should have been convicted was not, the one who should have been examining his own heart, was not.  Oh, you know what this was like because how many times has a sermon gone out that should have convicted you and brought a change into your life?  But instead you left the church in the same condition that you had come in.
In our text, Jesus then gives Judas another chance to repent; He said “It is the one of the twelve, that dippeth with me in the dish.”  The Gospel of John gives us more details, it says “And when he had dipped the sop, he gave it to Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon.  And after the sop Satan entered into him.   Then said Jesus unto him, ‘That thou doest, do quickly.’”  Jesus let Judas know that He know what his scheme was – but Judas still didn’t repent.  So Jesus told him, ‘what you are going to do – do quickly.’  I know that it broke Jesus’ heart that Judas still would not let go of his evil plan.  And when Jesus quietly dismissed him it was as if he was saying – you have rejected me, now I have to reject you.
Judas leaves and Jesus turns to the remaining disciples to reveal to them an extraordinary truth about the Passover meal that they are just getting ready to celebrate.  For so many years they had just considered Passover as a remembrance of when the people of Israel had been delivered from Egypt.  You all know the story of when God sent the plagues to make Pharaoh release the Hebrew people from slavery.  The final plague was the plague of the death of the first born child in each and every family.  But God had forewarned the Hebrew people to take a lamb and slay it.  Then they were to take the blood of the lamb and apply it to the door frames of their homes.  And when the death angel passed through the area, when he saw the blood he would pass over that house and not strike that family.  They would be safe.  Since the death angel passed over those homes – the Hebrew people were told to celebrate this every year and it was to be called “Passover.” 
Now Jesus is revealing to them that all the other Passovers were a fore type of what He was getting ready to reveal to them.    This would be the last Passover meal that they would celebrate together.  Jesus uses each part of the Passover meal to teach them an important lesson.
Jesus picks up the bread, blessed it, and then He broke it, and gave it to them, and said “take, eat this is my body.  I Cor. 11 tells us what else He said.  “Take, eat, this is my body, which is broken for you…”  Then Jesus takes the cup “This is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many.”  Notice that there are four mind boggling things that Jesus was teaching His disciples with what He did with the bread and the wine.  And if you can get this revelation wisdom and knowledge it will change your life forever.  There is a very important point that I want you to notice about the bread that was used for the Passover celebration.  Scripture teaches us that the type of bread that was used was unleavened bread, bread that did not contain any yeast.  Why was this important?  Remember Jesus said that the bread represented His body.  So the bread that was used for Passover could not contain any yeast.  Because in Scripture God used yeast as a symbol of sin.  The bread had to be yeast free - a symbol of purity because it represented Christ.  It symbolizes His purity, it symbolized that He was sin free.  There are four wonderful things that we can learn from what Jesus said and did during their last Passover together.
Jesus took the bread into His hands, the bread represented His body.  When He took the bread into His hands this symbolized that He had total control.  Why is that important?  Because this symbolized that His death was a voluntary act.  His destiny was in His hands.  He did not have to die, but He willingly died.  Turn to John 10:15, 17-18)  “As the Father knoweth me, even so know I the Father:  and I lay down my life for the sheep…Therefore doth my Father love me, because I lay down my life, that I might take it again.  No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself.  If have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again.  This commandment have I received of my Father.”  (comment on each point – H.S.)

After Jesus takes the bread in His hands, He gave thanks.  Knowing what He is getting ready to face, He gives thanks!  That boggles my mind.  What did He have to thank the Father for, did He not know what He was about to face and endure?   Yet He gave thanks!  Why?  He was thanking God in advance for His sustaining and keeping power; He was thanking God for His deliverance and He was thanking God in advance that He would live again.  (comments – H.S.)
The third thing that we can learn as we watch Jesus take this last Passover meal was when He took the bread He voluntarily broke it.   When He took the bread and broke it – He was letting the disciples know that His body would be bruised and broken, or in other words His body would be sacrificied.  But not because of any sin that He had committed - but that His body would be bruised and broken for the sin of the world!  Oh, if Judas had just remained there, if he would have just allowed the words of Jesus to spark repentance in his life.  Then he would have understood what Jesus’ being here on this earth was all about.  He would have known that Jesus was preparing to die for the sin of the world and that included his sin of betrayal as well!!!  Jesus’ body would be sacrificed as the final Passover Lamb.  And His blood would be shed.
When the original Passover lamb was sacrificed when the Hebrew people were in Egypt, the blood was applied to the door post so when the death angel passed through he would pass over those homes, leaving the people safe and secure.  When Jesus broke the bread, He was saying in effect that this time when His blood would be shed it would not be applied to door post.  But this time His blood would be applied to the lives of each and every believer.  So that their sin would be covered and when Satan would try to condemn them to eternal death because of their sin– his plan would fail.  Why?  The blood had been applied and those of us who came under the blood would be protected – safe and secure forever.  Turn to Isaiah 53:5  “But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities:  the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.”  (comments – H.S.)
The fourth thing that Jesus did was to take the bread and give it to the disciples to eat.  He said the words “Take, eat:  this is my body,” meaning that a person must be willing to take Christ into their very own lives.  The moment a person takes and receives Christ, that is the moment of redemption.  (comments – H.S.)
Then Jesus turns and takes the cup of wine.  He goes through basically the same steps.  He takes the cup in his hand, He gives thanks, He gave the cup and they all drank of it.  He identifies that fact that now they were entering into a new testament.  His blood was establishing a new covenant between humankind and God.  Faith in His blood, His sacrifice is the way man is now to approach God.  Before, under the Old Testament, a person who wanted a right relationship with God approached God through the sacrifice of the animal’s blood.  The Old Testament believer believed that God accepted him because of the sacrifice of the animal.  Now, under the New Testament, the believer believes that God accepts him because of the sacrifice of Christ.
The point is this:  a person must believe and trust the death of Christ to receive forgiveness of sin.  He/she must allow Christ’s death to become the very nourishment, the very flow of his/her life.  Then Jesus promised that because those who believed in His sacrificial death for their salvation would one day sit down with Him in the Kingdom of God.  He said in verse 25 “…I will drink no more of the fruit of the vine, until that day that I drink it new in the kingdom of God.  (comments – H.S.)  We will one day sit down with Him at the great marriage feast of the Lamb!
The final thing that Jesus did with them at their last Passover meal together was that they sung a hymn.  Despite the sorrow, perplexity, and uncertainty of what lay ahead, they sang a hymn.  They sang the hymn in celebration of the great hope which God gives of deliverance and salvation.  The question for you on this Palm Sunday is ‘can you sing this hymn of redemption?  Can you sing the hymn of “I’ve been redeemed by the blood of the Lamb?”
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