BLOOD OF CHRIST

PRAYER

Scripture:  Heb.  9:6-8, 11-12
Today is the third Sunday of Easter.  For most people Easter is simply one day, but my brothers and sisters in Christ I need to let you know that it is much more than that!  What we are going to be doing for the next several weeks is to examine what Easter is all about and we are going to be looking at some of the things that Jesus said and did after His resurrection.  We are going to look at some of the things that occurred during the fifty days after His resurrection and before His ascension back to heaven to be with the Father.
This morning we need to travel back for a moment to Good Friday when Jesus suffered and died on the cross.  When He uttered His last words from the cross “Father, into thy hands I commend my Spirit,” and the Father sent His Spirit into hell to pay the ultimate and final payment for our sin.  Then on Easter Sunday morning He arose victorious from the grave.  He met Mary Magdalene in the garden and when she reached out to grab hold of Him, He said “touch me not for I have not yet ascending unto my Father:  but go to my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to my God, and your God.”  Somewhere between that time, the blood of our Lord was collected!  I don’t know how and I don’t know when.  But I do believe that Scripture supports that after He had suffered and died for us, after He had descended into hell and defeated Satan on his own territory and after He had risen from the dead and had spoken to Mary, that somewhere between the time He had told Mary ‘touch me not’ and then later appeared to the disciples and allowed them to touch Him; somewhere He had ascended into heaven and applied His blood to the mercy seat.
Look at verse 11-12 again – “But now Christ has come, as the high priest of all the blessings which were to come.  He has passed through the greater, the more perfect tent, which is better than the one made by men’s hands because it is not of this created order; and he has entered the sanctuary one and for all, taking with him not the blood of goats and bull calves, but His own blood, having won an eternal redemption for us.”  Now it is not really important whether you agree with me as to WHEN Christ applied His blood to the mercy seat, but what is important is that you KNOW that He DID apply His blood to the mercy seat.  Why is that important?  Well that is what we are going to center on now, the importance of the Blood of Christ, and what the Blood of Christ has done for us.   We are going to look at five Scriptures to explain both of these things to us!  Why is the Blood of Christ important and what does the Blood of Christ provide for us?  Turn to:
· Heb. 9:22  “And almost all things are by the law purged with blood, and without shedding of blood is no remission of sin.”  From the very beginning, after Adam and Eve sinned, God had ordained that blood had to be shed for sin to forgive.  God said the ‘soul that sinneth it shall die.’  But God in his compassionate will, always provided a way of escape for His people.  Yes, He had ordained that someone must die, but then He turned around a made a substitutionary system to cover the sin of humankind.
In the beginning the substitute was an animal, it had to be a perfect animal without spot or wrinkle.   In our Scripture text that we read in Hebrews it told us how the priests would take the blood of the slain animal and apply it to the utensils in the Tabernacle.  But once a year the High Priest could go into the holy of Holies and apply the blood of the animal sacrifice to the mercy seat.  And this had to be done over and over again, year after year.  Why?  Because the blood of the animals could only ‘cover over’ sin – it could not remove the sin.  Therefore, it had to be repeated.
But notice what it says about the Blood of Jesus.  It says that He entered into the Holy of Holies in heaven and applied His Blood once and for all to the mercy seat.  Why because His blood could remove the stain of sin permanently.  I think of the words of Isaiah 1:18  “Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow…”  And Psalms 103:12  “As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he removed our transgressions (sins) from us.”  Why is the blood of Jesus important and what has the blood provided for us?  Our sins have been removed!  (comments – H.S.)
· Rom. 5:9  “Much more then, being now justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him.”  The Blood of Jesus Christ has not only removed our sin from us, but the blood of Christ has also JUSTIFIED us.  I pray that you all remember the little thing that I do with this word.  Inside of the word justify is ‘just’ and ‘if.’  So to be justified means that when we repent of our sins, ask for forgive and ask Jesus to come into our heart and save us, at that very moment God justifies us through faith in the shed blood of Christ.  God sees us just as if we never sinned.  Not only have our sins been removed but God sees us just as if we never sinned in the first place.
Oh, my brothers and sisters in Christ do you see the power in knowing that?  You no longer have to walk around calling yourself a poor, unworthy sinner.  But now you can boldly say that you are justified in the sight of God.  How?  Through faith in the shedding of the blood of Christ.  Through faith in the finished work of Christ!  Knowing that you are justified spurs you on to live a holy life, a life that is pleasing to God!  Hallelujah!!!
· Hebrews 9:14  “How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?”    Why is the Blood of Christ important and what has His blood provided for us?  Scripture says that Jesus’ blood purges our conscience.  What does that mean?  Have you ever had your conscience bother you because of something you did in the past?  Well, this is what God is saying that the Blood of Christ will do.  It will cleanse your conscience where Satan can not constantly be harping on what you did in the past!
Someone may come up to you and say, ‘you remember what you did at ‘such & such’ a time?’  And your answer will be ‘no, I don’t remember, my conscience has been purged by the Blood of Jesus from all that mess!  I am now a new creature, that old person you use to know is dead!  Because when Jesus died, I took His death and applied it to myself.  Not only was Jesus dying on that cross, I died to.  What you see now is a brand-new me!”  God will purge your conscience.  You remember where God says in Heb. 10:17 “And their sins and iniquities will I remember no more.”  Well, God is saying that if He doesn’t remember them any more, why should you?  Hallelujah!!!
· Matt. 26:28(a)  “For this is my blood of the new testament.”  The word for testament is covenant.  So in other words God ‘cut’ the covenant with humankind.  He entered into a blood covenant with those who would believe.
God had originally established a covenant with the Jewish people.  They were to be His people and live as a light to the world to show what it meant to serve the One, True and Living God.  He gave them the Ten Commandments to obey and He established the animal sacrifice system for sin.  But the people couldn’t keep the law; they failed and disobeyed God, often following after gods who were not gods at all.  Now, God is saying that He is abolishing the old covenant and establishing a new one.
This new covenant far exceeds the old.  The old was only put into place temporarily until the One who could ratify the new had come into the earth realm.  Now the new covenant has been ratified through the shed blood of Jesus Christ.  Notice when Jesus said to the disciples ‘this is my blood of the new testament,’ they didn’t ask Him what He meant.  They knew exactly what a blood covenant meant.  Let me explain.  In days of old when a smaller/weaker tribe needed to be protected from their enemy they would negotiate when a larger/stronger tribe to enter into a covenant with them.  The leader of both the tribes would make a small incision in the hand/wrist and the wound would drip the blood into a goblet of wine.  Then each of them would take a drink from the goblet.  When they did this they would be entering into a blood covenant with each other.  This meant that they would always be there for one another.  The stronger tribe would always be there to protect the weaker one from enemy attack.  The weaker would always be there to serve the stronger, not as servants but as friends.  In turn each tribe was saying to the other, all that I have belongs to you and vice versa.
When Jesus took the cup and said ‘this is my blood of the new covenant, take and drink each of you.  Every one there knew exactly what He was saying.  They knew He was ‘cutting the covenant’ with them.  Why is the blood of Christ important and what does it provide for us – the blood of Christ provides a way to enter into a covenant with God.  A covenant that not only includes removal of sin, forgiveness, justification and cleansing of our conscience, but it includes a covenant relationship with God.  A covenant whereby God says that He will always be there for us.  When Satan tries to attack and defeat us – God is there to fight our battles.  Ultimately, when we die and our spirit starts to leave our body, Satan tries to attack us and take us into hell because of past sin.  But as he and his demonic host get closer – all the sudden they see our spirit covered in the blood of Christ and they start screaming – ‘this is a blood covenant person – there is nothing we can do,’ and they have to back-off.
In the blood covenant God is saying and that every thing that God has belongs to us and we in turn are saying that every thing we have belongs to God.
Finally, why is the blood of Christ important and what does it provide for us?  Turn to:
· I Peter1:18-19  “Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers; But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot.”  The word redeemed means to purchase, to buy back, to pay the ransom price.  When Adam and Eve sinned, they not only committed ‘high treason’ against Almighty God – but from that point on the human race was ‘kidnapped’ (so to speak) by Satan.  Because the human race had been kidnapped, a ransom price had to be paid.
Notice Scripture says that we were not redeemed with ‘corruptible’ silver or gold.  In essence God is saying that silver or gold was not valuable enough to buy you back from Satan kingdom.  The only thing that was worth ‘eternal’ value was the shed blood of Christ.  You have been redeemed by the blood of the Lamb.  Satan is no longer your lord!  You don’t have to obey him and do his bidding.  Scripture tells us in the book of Colossians that we have been ‘translated from the kingdom of darkness and translated into the Kingdom of God!!!  (comments – H.S.)
Now think back to Good Friday when Christ shed His blood and died in our place.  Think back to Easter Sunday morning when He arose victoriously and took His blood and applied it to the mercy seat in heaven.  As He applied His blood, the price for our sin was totally paid and our sin debt was wiped away.  Why is the blood of Christ important and what has it provided for us?
1. Our sin has been removed.

2. We are justified in the sight of God (just as if we never sinned).

3.  Our conscience has been purged.

4.  God established a blood covenant with us.

5. We have been redeemed – the ransom price has been paid.

Because of the blood of Christ, we can sing that great song of the church, “I am redeemed, brought with a price, Jesus has saved my whole life.  If anybody asks you just who I am, tell them ‘I AM REDEEMED!”
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