ALL HAIL KING JESUS - 4-16-06

PRAYER

Scripture:  Matt. 28:1-10

As I have told you on so many Easter Sunday’s in the past - the unthinkable has happened.  Jesus the Christ has been crucified.  The hopes and dreams of His followers have been smashed to smithereens.  It has now been three days since that earth-shaking event.  The Sabbath is over and now the women can freely go to the gravesite to anoint Jesus body.  You see they couldn’t do that on Friday when our Lord had died because the Sabbath was fast approaching - and it was against the law to touch a dead body on the Sabbath.  Because this would render a person unclean and they would not be allowed to participate in the Passover celebration.

Now it is early Sunday morning - well before dawn - and some of the women who were Jesus’ followers are on the way to the gravesite.  In our text in Matthew it says that they went to “see” the tomb.  In the NIV it says they went to ‘look’ at the tomb.  Now this sounds kind of strange - why would they go to ‘look at’ the tomb.  For an answer to that - think back to the times that someone that you loved had died.  You know that they are gone - but you just have a need to go to the gravesite - just to be there.  You go to the grave site to mourn, to cry, to remember, to reflect, and perhaps most of all you go there to allow the reality of your loved one being dead - to sink in a little bit more.

This morning God wants you to go to the gravesite of Jesus to ‘see’ the tomb.  Why would He want you to do that?  First of all - because He wants you to know that Jesus truly had died on that cross.  God wants you to go to the tomb to realize that Jesus truly has died - taking OUR place on that cross.  God wants you to go to the tomb because He wants you to realize that the wages of sin is ‘death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus.’  God wants you to ‘see’ the tomb - to realize that Jesus had died - but He also wants you to go to the tomb to realize that Jesus has risen - that the grave couldn’t hold Him! 

So many people in that day and so many people today try to refute the death and resurrection of Jesus.  Matter of fact there are still three theories that have been circulated concerning this.  The First is the swoon theory.  This theory claims that Jesus did not actually die on the cross, but that he was in such a state of execution due to loss of strength and blood, that He ‘swooned’ into a coma.  In that coma-like state believed to be dead, He was taken down and put into a tomb.  In the dampness of the tomb, He revived.  Somehow from within His cave-like chamber of death, He pushed the stone away from the mouth of the tomb and slipped out into the night, unnoticed by the soldiers who guarded the tomb or anyone else.  He then reappeared to His followers, claiming to have been raised miraculously, when actually He had only fallen into a coma; He had not died but had simply been in a swoon.

The second theory is the kidnap theory.   This theory says that Jesus did actually die, but in the middle of the night, someone came and took His body.  Again, unseen by the soldiers who were guarding the tomb, the kidnapper, or kidnappers pushed back the stone, stole the body, and hid it where it could never be found.  Because the tomb was empty, the disciples claimed that Jesus had been raised from the dead, while all the while His corpse was kidnapped.

The third theory is the hallucination theory.  This theory borrows from the kidnap theory, in that it says that Christ died and His body was hidden away.  And those disciples who later thought they were seeing the raised Christ were actually seeing an apparition—a phantom—an hallucination.  In other words, the person they claimed to have been the resurrected Christ was a figment of their imaginations.

But my brothers and sisters in Christ - all of these are lies stemmed from the father of lies - the devil.  Because he knows what it means to believe in the death, burial and resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus the Christ.  Satan has perpetrated these lies because he does not want you to experience Jesus’ resurrection power in your own life.  You say Pastor, what do you mean that Satan doesn’t want me to experience Jesus’ resurrection power in my own life.  To answer that question - watch what happens next in our Scripture text.

When the women get to the tomb - they see that the stone has already been rolled away and an angel sitting on it.  And just as a little side note - this shows us the size of the stone that was blocking the entrance to the tomb.  It was not a stone as we think of but rather a boulder.  Now that just punches giant holes in the so-called ‘swoon’ theory.  How could a ‘weaken Jesus - after being brutally beaten, nailed to the cross, pierced in the side, and one who had lost so much blood - have had the strength to push this giant bolder out of the way.  At any rate, the women get to the tomb - there are angels all around.  Scripture says that when they appeared that the guards who were supposed to be guarding the tomb - fainted.  Praise the Lord!!!  (comments - H.S.)

The angel sitting on the boulder says to them “Fear not ye; for I know that ye seek Jesus, which was crucified.  He is not here; for He is risen as he said.’  The angel told the women - ‘go quickly, and tell his disciples that he is risen from the dead,’ and that Jesus is on His way to Galilee.  And that they would see our resurrected Lord there.  The women left that place and hurried off to do as Jesus said.  And as they went on their way - they met our resurrected Lord.  And what I want you to notice is His first words to them.  I want you to know that the first words that Jesus spoke to them is the KEY to the resurrection power that I told you about earlier.  The words that Jesus spoke to them - is the answer to the question as to why Satan doesn’t want you or me to experience Jesus’ resurrection power in our lives. - He said - ‘ALL HAIL!’  (pause)

We sing the song - “all hail King Jesus, all hail Emmanuel, King of kings, Lord of lords, bright morning star.”  But the words ‘all hail’ in that song is different from the words that Jesus spoke here.  The Aramaic word for ‘hail’ that Jesus used means - ‘rejoice.”  So the first words that Jesus said to these women after He had risen from the dead is REJOICE!!!  And this one word is the key to having the resurrection power of Jesus in your life.  Perhaps instead of calling today ‘Easter’ Sunday - we should call it “Rejoice Sunday.”   When I thought about the fact that this was the first words that Jesus spoke to them - I thought about how Psalm 30:5 portrays exactly what has gone on in these people’s lives.  It says  “weeping may endure for the night but joy comes in the morning!!!”
These women were in their ‘night time’ experience.  Their hearts had been broken, all their dreams and expectations had been shattered, and all their hope was gone.  Oh, yes, there was a lot of weeping and moaning and lamenting.  Oh, yes, there was a lot of questions asked.  Why, how could this happen, etc.?  But the weeping only lasted as long as they were in their ‘night time’ experience.  Because as it always does - the dawn started to break in the morning and they began to see the light.  And, hallelujah, when they began to see the light - joy came in the morning!!!!  Now are you beginning to see why the first words of Jesus was REJOICE?  Now are you beginning to see why JOY is the key to having the resurrection power of Jesus in your lives.

You have got to realize that these women were still in their nighttime experience when they came to the tomb - and Jesus had already arisen!  Do you get what God is trying to show you - these women were still walking in their night time experience - and JESUS HAD ALREADY RISEN FROM THE DEAD!!!  What does that mean - it means that they were still walking in their nighttime experience when they didn’t have to!  Jesus had already risen!  So what was their problem!  Their problem was that they didn’t KNOW IT!   Hosea 4:6  “My people are destroyed for a lack of knowledge.”  What is God trying to show us this morning?  God is trying to show us that we are still weeping and moaning in our nighttime experience when we don’t have to?  You say Pastor - what do you mean, etc.?  (comments - H.S.)

Remember God tells us in Phil. 4:4  “Rejoice in the Lord always: and again I say, Rejoice.”  (ALWAYS - comments - H.S.)  So we are walking around weeping, moaning, and complaining when God says that we should be rejoicing.  You say Pastor - how can I rejoice - you don’t know what it is that I am going through.  So my answer to you is turn to Rom. 3:32  “He that spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things.”  (comments - H.S.- did not spare Son - already gave us His very best)  This is why when Jesus first saw these women the first thing that He said was REJOICE!!!  He is letting them know that no matter what they have gone through - no matter what it is that they may go through in the future - that they can REJOICE because He is now ALIVE to provide their every need.  Thank you Jesus!

You say, Pastor, that sounds good - but I am still in my dark place - I’ve been praying and nothing has happened.  My answer to you is - ‘you are in your dark place at your own choosing.’  You say, Pastor, how dare you say that to me!  The place that I am in is not of my own choosing.  And my answer to you is - maybe you didn’t choose to be there in your dark place - but you have CHOSEN to stay there in your dark place.  What do I mean?  Turn to II Corinthians 1:20  “For all the promises of God in him (Jesus) are yea, and in Him Amen, unto the glory of God by us.”    (comments - H.S.)  Now do you understand what God means when He had me say that you ‘may not have chosen the dark place that you are in but that you have CHOSEN to say there.’  That means that just because you are in a dark place doesn’t mean that you can’t throw on the light switch!  (comments - H.S.)

You say - Pastor - I know that Jesus is alive - I know that He said for me to REJOICE - but how can I throw on the ‘light switch in my life?”  Turn to Rom. 8:37-39  “No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him that loved us.  For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, no things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  (comments - H.S.)  You can throw on the ‘light switch’ in the midst of any dark situation that comes in your life knowing that you are not only a conqueror in Christ Jesus but by knowing that you are MORE THAN an conqueror in Christ Jesus.  You can throw on the ‘light switch’ in your life by knowing that no matter what it is that you are going through - NOTHING can SEPARATE you from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus.

Do you see now why Satan perpetuated the lie that Jesus really didn’t rise from the dead?  Perhaps this final Scripture will help you to finally get the picture.  Turn to Proverbs 15:13  “A merry heart maketh a cheerful countenance, but by sorrow of the heart the spirit is broken.”  (In the NIV it says that heartache crushes the spirit.”  So how does this help!  If you know that Jesus has truly risen from the dead and you have given your life to Him, than you know that you have a Living Savior who is not only concerned about every area of your life, but you also have a Living Savior who is there to ‘supply your every need.”  If you know that Jesus has risen from the dead you know that you have a living Savior who says ‘no weapon formed against you shall prosper.”  If you know that Jesus has truly risen from the dead than you know that you have a Living Savior who says “greater is He that is in you, than He who is in the world.”  If you know that Jesus has truly risen from the dead than you know that God loves you and wants you to live a life of joy, peace and thanksgiving.

This is what Satan is trying to keep from you because just like this Scripture tells us in Proverbs - ‘heartache crushes/breaks your spirit.’  Satan wants to break you, he wants to crush you spirit, so that you will live a weak and defeated Christian life.  Again, I ask you the same question that I did in the beginning - ‘now do you see why the first thing that Jesus said to these women was, REJOICE.”  God wants you to rejoice in your salvation, rejoice in the fact that you name is now written in the Lamb’s book of life.  And to rejoice in the fact that all ‘the promises of God are yea and amen.’  And all of these promises NOW BELONG to you in Christ Jesus.  “I serve a risen Savior, He’s in the world today.  I know that He is living whatever foes may say.  I see His hand of mercy, I hear in voice of cheer.  And just the time I need him, he’s always near.  He lives, He lives!  Christ Jesus lives today.  He walks with me and talks with me along life’s narrow way. He lives, salvation to impart!  You ask me how I know He lives?  He lives within my heart.”  REJOICE, REJOICE - heed the words of our Lord.  Because we have everything in the world to rejoice about!!!  Thank you Jesus!!
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