SEVEN STEPS OUT - April 23,2006

PRAYER

Scripture:  Luke 24:13-19, 25-32

As our Scripture text opens it is still Easter Sunday, but it is later in the afternoon.  The scene that is depicted here is one of the most loved in all of Scripture.  Because of that God wants to use this text to give you ‘seven steps out’ of whatever adverse situation that you may be going through today.  In this text we are introduced to a man that we have never heard of before by the name of Cleopas.  The other man is not even identified.  Both of these men were ordinary people just like you or I.  I want you to notice that they were not one of the chosen disciples.  They were not religious leaders in the temple who held positions of authority and power.  They were just two ordinary men.

You also need to know that they were two ordinary men who had had their dreams shattered.  You say, Pastor, how do you know that.  Because one of the questions that Jesus asked them was ‘why they looked so sad.’  So these two men were hurting, they were discouraged and disappointed because of the events that had occurred in their lives.  Scripture says that they were walking down the road and they are discussing everything that had happened to Jesus.  Their hearts are broken and they are disappointed and sad because they think that Jesus is dead.  They had put all of their hope and trust in Him, and as far as they were concerned their hope is now vanquished because Jesus is dead.

Then all of a sudden Jesus comes up beside them and starts to walk and talk to them.  Now this is where we get our first point in our ‘seven steps out.   The first point is that it doesn’t matter who you are; it doesn’t matter your station in life; if you are hurting God is right there beside you to help you through.  God is always available to help you through, no matter what it is. It kind of reminds me of that poem “footprints in the sand.”  Which tells of a man who was walking side by side with the Lord.  And one day God gave him a vision of his past life.  And the man said to the Lord, “Lord I notice as we were walking through life that when my life was easy you were right there beside me.  Because then I can see two sets of footprints in the sand.  But Lord, what I don’t understand is why when I was going through my hardest trials, why do I only see one set of footprints in the sand.  Why, Lord, did you leave me when I needed you most?”  The Lord replied to the man - “Oh, my child, don’t you know that when you were going through your hardest trial, I never left you.  The reason that you only see one set of footprints in the sand was because during your worst trials - that’s when I carried you!!!”  God wants you to know this morning, that He is right there beside you - often even carrying you - when you are going through life’s problems.  Don’t think that He has deserted you!

These two men were just ordinary men.  They were not quote-unquote “important” people.  One of them we never heard of before and the other God does not even tell us his name.  But Jesus took the time after His resurrection to appear to them BECAUSE He KNEW that they were HURTING.  This shows us the love and compassion of our Lord and Savior Jesus the Christ.  When the storms of life are raging we have got to remember that in the midst of the storm - God sends His ‘winds of love.’

This reminds me of a story by Richard De Haan that I read in the daily bread.  It says that “A farmer had a weather vane on his barn, on which was written “God is love.”  When friends asked why, the farmer said, “This is to remind me that no matter which way the wind blows, God is love.”  When the warm “south wind” with its soothing and balmy breezes, brings showers of blessing, God is love.  “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above” (James 1:17).  When the cold “north wind” or trial and testing sweeps down upon you, God is love.  “All things work together for good to those who love God”  (Romans 8:28).  When the “west wind” blows hard upon you with its punishing intent, God is love.  “Whom the LORD loves He chastens” (Hebrews 12:6).  When the ‘east wind” threatens to sweep away all that you have, God is love.  “God shall supply all your needs according to His riches in glory” (Philippians 4:19).   What you are experiencing has either been sent or it has been allowed by God for your good.  Yes, no matter which way the wind is blowing.  God is love!!!”  Thank you Jesus!!!  (comments - H.S.)

But these men in our Scripture text also had a problem that many people have today.  And that is the second point that you need to learn today - and that is that they didn’t recognize Jesus when He arrived on the scene.  That’s the same way that it is with many people today.  They don’t recognize WHO Jesus is and they don’t recognize WHAT He has done for them!!!  They think that He was a good teacher, a good man, a miracle worker, a prophet.  But they don’t recognize Him as God in human flesh, who came into this world to die for our sin.  They believe that Jesus is ONE of many ways to God. They don’t realize that Jesus is THE ONLY WAY to God.  As I have told you so many times before - Jesus said “I am the way, the truth and the life, NO MAN comes to the Father BUT BY ME!!!”

If Jesus was lying when He said that, if there are alternative ways to God, then we can’t believe anything else that He said!!!  Because if a person will lie about ONE thing, they will lie about other things as well!!  But praise God, Jesus was not lying!!!  He IS the Way, the Truth, and the Light!  He is our open access to God the Father.  Thank you Lord!!!!  But not only do unbelievers not recognize Jesus as to who He is - there are those who profess to be His followers and they don’t recognize Him in the middle of a given situation.  You say, Pastor, what does that mean?  Think about it!  When some people pray concerning a specific situation and the answer comes.  But it is not the answer that they expected or even WANTED.  So the don’t see the hand of God in the situation; they don’t think that God has answered their prayer.  Or the answer came through a person that they didn’t want to receive it from!  You know how we can be, ‘oh, God could never have used so ‘n’ so to be an answer to my prayer, etc.’ But God will use anyone or anything that He chooses to get His message across to you and me!

Notice how Jesus took them from despondency to a place of joy and revelation.  Look at vs. 25(a)  “O fools, and slow of heart to believe…”  The first thing that he did was to reprimand them.  He says, in effect, why do you find it so hard to believe the Word of God.  Or perhaps, is it that you don’t BELIEVE the Word, because you don’t KNOW the Word!”  “O fools, and slow of heart to believe ALL that the prophets have spoken:  Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter into His glory?”  (comments - H.S.)

And that is your third step out for today.  Often God has to correct us before He can bring us to a place of faith.  God often has to reprimand us before we get to the place that we understand that God ‘means what He says, and says what He means!’  We can take God at His Word!  Thank you Jesus!!!

What does Jesus do next?  Vs. 27  “And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, He expounded unto them in all the scriptures the things concerning Himself.”  He gave them a Bible Study lesson!  (I just love it!!)  Jesus took the time on this His great and glorious resurrection day - to give these men some much needed teaching!!  And, honey, if this is what Jesus used to bring them men out of their despondency; if this is what Jesus used to reveal to them who He is; than how can we not do the same!!!  What problem are you facing?  What are you going through in life?  What need do you have?  The answer is your fourth point in this lesson.  Go to the Bible and find the answer to your problem and stop complaining about it!  Do what the Word says!  Work the Word!  God stands behind every jot and tittle, you can rely on Him!  Hallelujah!

What is the next thing that Jesus did to bring these men out of themselves?  “And it came to pass, as he sat at meat with them, he took bread, and blessed it, and brake, and gave to them.  And their eyes were opened, and they knew him; and he vanished out of their sight!”  These men sat down to a meal and fellowshipped with Jesus and He with them.  That is our fifth point for today.  We need to learn to take the time to fellowship with the Lord - to commune with Him, to sup with Him.  You say, Pastor, I can’t sit down and break bread with the Lord like these men did.  And I say to you, oh yes you can.  How?  Remember Jesus told His disciples previously, “I am the bread of life, he that cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never thirst.”  (John 6:35)  People eat bread to satisfy physical hunger and to sustain physical life.  In the same way, we must eat spiritual bread to sustain our spiritual life.  And that spiritual bread is Jesus Himself!

Partaking of Jesus daily is living each day in a right relationship with Him, where you allow no unconfessed sin in your life.   When we partake of Jesus daily, fellowshipping and communing with Him, inviting Him into our daily walk, into everything that we say and do; then we will be moving from despondency to joy!

Our sixth point  for changing the situation that you are in is found in vs. 32 “Did not our heart burn within us, while He talked with us by the way, and while He opened to us the Scriptures.”  The sixth point is that you have got to allow the time you personally spend with the Lord and the time that you spend in the Word of God to develop a ‘passion’ for Him within your heart and your mind.  Passion is a deep, overwhelming emotion.  God wants you to develop a ‘passion’ for Him in your relationship.  As I have told you before - God wants a love relationship with us.  Not one in which we can say that we ‘love God’ but one in which we can say that we are ‘in love with God.’  There is a difference!  And no one wants to be in a love relationship were there is no passion.  Amen & Amen!

The seventh and final point in our ‘seven steps out’ is in vs. 33 & 35  “And they rose up the same hour, and returned to Jerusalem, and found the eleven gathered together, and them that were with them…And they told what things were done in the way, and how He was known of them in breaking of bread.”  What did these two men do?  They went back to Jerusalem and told the others what great things they had seen and heard.  Why did they do that?  Because they knew what a great difference these things had meant in their lives!  It is the same way that once Jesus had brought you out of whatever circumstances you are in; once Jesus has answered your prayers, etc., THEN you need to tell others!  You need to say “He has done GREAT THINGS for me.”  There is something about sharing what the Lord has done IN and THROUGH you that just solidifies your faith.  And as you continue to share what Christ has ALREADY done - it builds up your faith for what He is doing RIGHT NOW and what He WILL do in the FUTURE!!!  These ‘seven steps out’ turned these men’s lives around.  Put them into practice and they will to turn your life around as well!  Thank You Jesus!  Amen!
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