THE LORD’S TABLE (4-2-06)

PRAYER

Scripture:  John 6:53-56 & I Cor. 11:23-31

All of us know that today is the day that we celebrate communion or what is commonly called the “Lord’s Supper.”  Sometimes as I watch people take communion I think to my self that ‘many people don’t have the foggiest idea as to what this ritual is all about.”  (comments - H.S.)

Have you ever asked yourself the question as to why when Jesus made that profound statement in the Gospel of John “…whoso eateth my flesh and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day.”  Why doesn’t Scripture say that the people didn’t understand what He was talking about?  Let me ask you another question.  Have you ever asked yourself why on the night when Jesus was first instituting our communion ritual; that when he took the bread and wine and said “Take, eat, this is my body, which is broken for you…this cup is the new testament in my blood…” that His disciples didn’t question what He was saying.  Think about it for a moment - what if someone said that to you?  Your reaction would probably be ‘that’s repulsive, what are you talking about eating your flesh and drinking your blood, that’s heathenistic!!

The reason that the disciples didn’t respond that way is because they knew exactly what it was that Jesus was talking about.  They knew that Jesus was talking about establishing a Blood Covenant with them.  If you study your history books you will see that a Blood Covenant was practiced by primitive people from time immemorial.  The Blood Covenant was the basis of all primitive religions.  In some religions the Blood Covenant has degenerated into a heathenistic ritual - but the origin of the Blood Covenant can be traced back to Almighty God Himself.

Perhaps it might help you to understand if you knew the basis meaning of the Hebrew word for Covenant.  It means “to cut.”  It suggests an incision where blood flows.  In practically every place where the word is used in Scripture, it means to “cut the Covenant.”  In days of old if a strong tribe lived close by a weaker tribe, the weaker tribe would want to “cut the covenant” with the stronger tribe so that they would not be destroyed.  When two tribes or two people wanted to enter into a blood covenant with each other - two men would be chosen as representatives.  They would come together with their friends and a priest.

First, they would exchange gifts signifying that all that each of them had belonged to the other if & when needed.  After they exchanged gifts, they would bring a cup of wine, the priest would make an incision in the arm of one man and the blood would drip into the wine.  He would do the same to the other man’s arm.  Then the wine would be stirred and the blood mixed.  Each of the two men would drink from the cup.  Afterwards they would put their wrists together signifying the mingling of their blood, or they would touch their tongues to each other’s wounds.  Now, they had become blood brothers.  They could have been staunch enemies before - but after the covenant is cut they have become trusted friends.

As soon as the two men had drunk of each other’s blood, the priest would step forward and pronounce the worse curses imaginable if either party broke the covenant.  And, of course, the punishment for breaking the covenant was death.  No one ever thought of breaking this blood covenant - because it was a perpetual covenant, indissoluble, a covenant that could not be annulled.

Now are you beginning to understand why the disciples didn’t question Jesus about his meaning - when He said unless ‘you eat of my flesh and drink of my blood, you have no part in me.’  They understood that Jesus wanted to ‘cut the covenant’ with them.  They knew that Jesus wanted to enter into a blood covenant with them.  Jesus’ disciples may have been unlearned fishermen, but I believe that they had much better ‘spiritual’ insight than most Bible scholars today.  It may have been that they understood that God was the originator of the Blood Covenant because He had ‘cut the covenant’ with Adam and Eve at the very beginning.  You say, Pastor, when did God do that?  Remember after Adam and Eve had sinned and they realized that they were naked.  They took ‘fig’ leaves and sewed them together to hide their nakedness.  But God told them (in essence)- “oh, no, that will never do.  You are now covered in sin because of your disobedience.  And the other thing that will take away your sin is that ‘blood’ has to be shed.”  So God Himself made coats of skin and clothed them!  Blood had to be shed to cover their nakedness, blood had to be shed to cover their sinfulness!  God was instituting the “Blood Covenant” into this earth realm.

God cut the covenant with Abraham.  When Abraham was 99 years old, God appeared to him as “God Almighty: or “El Shaddai.  He told Abraham “Walk before me and be thou perfect.  And I will make my covenant between me and thee, and I will multiply thee exceedingly.”  In Gen. 15:6 God made a promise to Abraham and it says that “Abraham believed God and it was reckoned to him for righteousness.”  The word “believe” means that Abraham made an ‘unqualified committal” of himself and all he was or ever would be, to God.  He gave himself to God in utter abandonment of self.  On the ground of that God said, “take for me” as God’s substitute, “an animal and slay it.  Abraham did so.  Then God said, ‘my substitute has been slain, now I want you to circumcise yourself,” so that his blood would co-mingle with the blood of God’s substitute.

When that was done, God and Abraham had entered into the Covenant.  It meant that all Abraham had or ever would have was laid on the altar.  It meant that God must sustain and protect Abraham to the very limit.  When God cut the Covenant with Abraham the Israelite nation became a Blood Covenant People.  Now are you beginning to understand why the disciples didn’t question what Jesus meant when He said - “unless you eat my flesh and drink my blood, you have no part in me?”  The covenant that God made with Abraham was an everlasting covenant - A covenant that could not be broken.  That’s why every male child at eight days of age was circumcised.  This mark on their bodies was the seal of their place in the Covenant, and as long as Israel kept this Covenant that was renewed in Moses, there weren’t enemies enough in the whole world to conquer them.   God and Israel were bound together, as long as they kept the Covenant there were no sick people among them.  When He said, “I am Jehovah that healeth thee,” that settled it.  God was their only physician.  He was not only their physician, but He was their protector.  But, unfortunately, almost as soon as God made the covenant with these people, they broke it.  And the punishment of God fell on them.  Read Det. 28 for the blessing and the curses that would fall on them - contingent on their obedience or disobedience.

When they sinned and broke the Covenant, they were carried away into captivity and into Babylon.  But, in the face of all of that, they were still God’s Blood Covenant people and He remembered the Covenant that He had made with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  So He continued to make a way for them out of no way.  Then, finally, because they were God’s Blood Covenant people - He gave them Jesus!!!

And now we see Jesus and His disciples gathered together that night before His crucifixion.  Jesus said, “I long to break this bread with you and drink this cup;” and after He had blessed the bread and brake it, He said, “This is My body that is broken for you.”  Then He took a cup of wine and said, “This is My Blood of the New Covenant that is poured out for many unto the remission of sins.”  The Old Blood Covenant was now being replaced by the New Blood Covenant.

The disciples knew that when they cut the Covenant with Jesus in that upper room that night, they had entered into the strongest, most sacred Covenant known to the human heart.  This is what you are doing every time you take Communion.  You are saying to God - just as Abraham did- “I am making an unqualified committal of myself to you.  Everything I have, everything I am, everything I ever hope to be - I am committing my ALL to you!!!”  And God is saying in turn “Everything I am, everything I have is now at your disposal, if and when you need it!  I promise to sustain and protect you forever.”

But notice what else our Scripture texts says in vs. 29-30  For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, not  discerning the Lord’s body.  For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, and many sleep.  You say what does it mean to ‘eat and drink unworthily?’  It means to partake of the Lord’s body when you are not a true believer and it means to partake of communion with ‘unconfessed’ sin in your life.  There are two sequences for partaking of the Lord’s Supper unworthily.

1.  A person becomes guilty of the Lord’s death (v.27).  The idea is that the person shall be held accountable, for he/she is guilty of sin against the Lord Himself.  Turn to Heb. 10:29  “How much more severely do you think a man deserves to be punished who has trampled the Son of God under foot, who has treated as an unholy thing the blood of the covenant that sanctified him, and who has insulted the Spirit of grace.”  (comments - H.S.)

2.  A person is discipline and chastened by the Lord.  His discipline includes both sickness and death.  Apparently, some of the Corinthian believers had reached the point of no return, so God took them home to be with Him. (comments-H.S.)

When we partake of the Lord supper - we are ratifying the Covenant that Jesus established with us over 2,000 years ago.  Therefore, we should:

· examine ourselves.  We are to examine and make sure we are not living in sin, or carrying some known and unconfessed sin in our hearts.  We are certainly not to partake of the Lord’s Supper if we living in known sin.

· accept the chastening of the Lord.  Confess and repent, knowing that God is chastening you out of love.

· serve one another.  Stop acting selfishly and stop indulging yourselves.  Share and demonstrate love by putting others first.

How do we know that if we are faithful to the Blood Covenant that God will do all the wonderful things for you that I mentioned earlier.  God will do all of this for us - because just as God told Abraham - He said, “By Myself have I sworn.”  God swore by Himself that He would do all for Abraham that he had promised and He swore by Himself, because there was no one higher.  It is the same way that we know that Jesus will keep His promises because Scripture tells us Heb. 7:22  “…Jesus has become the guarantee of a much better covenant.”  The Old Covenant was sealed with circumcision, the New Covenant is sealed with the New Birth.  The Old Covenant had the Levitical Priesthood.  The New Covenant has Jesus as the High Priest and we as the royal and holy Priesthood.  The first priesthood had a temple in which God dwelt in the Holy of Holies.  In the New Covenant our bodies are the temple of God, and the Spirit dwells within us.  Jesus stands behind every sentence in the New Covenant.  He is the great Intercessor of the New Covenant.  The resources of Heaven are back of Jesus and back of this new Covenant that He is established in His blood covenant.

When you eat the bread, and drink the cup, you ratify this Covenant.  It is a covenant of love.  When you take of communion you are showing your loyalty and love to Jesus.  And you are also confessing your loyalty and love for His body, the Church.  When you take of communion, you are confessing your love for one another and you are confessing that you will be there for them to share their joy and to bear their burdens.   Praise the Lord!  Amen!

(Sermon based on a booklet “The Blood Covenant” written by E.W. Kenyon)
